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This Art, Craft and Design Component 2 consists of an A4 sketch pad and an A3 water-colour and pencil response to the Externally Set 

Assignment theme of ‘Power’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work between Performance Level 3, Emerging 

Competent and Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, with a mark of 39/72.

The beginning of the preparatory period begins with the candidate creating a mind-map and a collection of secondary source images. They 

state their intention to focus on buildings and the ‘power’ they have over society. The candidate creates a photo-shoot of historical buildings 

in their local area and makes several skilful tonal studies that reflect growing control and application of the formal elements of art and design. 

Ideas also include looking at vandalised buildings that “highlight graffiti and the personalisation of a dull city building”- however, the idea is 

not pursued beyond initial investigations.

A secure drawing of Winchester Cathedral is made, referencing the religious power of buildings. The candidate’s focus moves to French 

buildings due to their particular “arches, domes and curves”. This includes a graphite pencil study of Montmartre Cathedral and a biro 

drawing of a French building using a background map of southern France. References to the architectural artwork of British Artists John 

Walsom and Ian Murphy endeavour to inform the candidate’s visual journey, and an attempt to be informed their techniques are made, albeit 

in a safe way: “I would like to include John Walsom’s style in my painting by blurring my piece using watercolour”.

Planning for the 10-hour period of sustained focus is made, where the candidate makes an A3 water-colour painting of The Musée ‘D’Orsay 

in Paris. Planning for this outcome includes some technical trials with water-colour paints. The candidate’s thoughtful ideas are drawn 

together in a cohesive way, with a secure handling of materials.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, the candidate could demonstrate 

greater ability to develop ideas through more experimentation and exploration of materials.

Moderator commentary
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