
Component 2: Art, Craft and Design

Standard Mark: 30
Performance Levels  3: Emerging Competent Ability

Keywords from the taxonomy: Reflective, Growing control, Endeavour
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Moderator Commentary
This Art, Craft and Component 2 consists of an A3 sketch pad and a painted outcome on A3 paper, completed in 
response to the examination theme of ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics just 
into Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, with a mark of 30/72.
A mind map exploring the examination theme of ‘Gathering’ enables the candidate to consider various sub-themes, 
including Protests, Family and Friends, however they annotate: “I want to explore Nature and how trees gather round 
to create shadow. I'm interested in nature because of its beauty and how wonderful it is.” The mind map is supported 
with a collection of secondary source images of trees. Using an iPad, they photograph trees in a predictable way, 
annotating with some endeavour to reflect on their creative intentions. 
A set of pencil tree sketches shows growing control through attempts at shading to suggest tree trunk forms.
Within the preparatory period, the candidate studies Moldavan Artist Sergio Ciochina’s impasto technique, noting 
his use of light, texture, and shadow. Inspired by Canadian Artist Dana Cowie, they aim for painterly effects in their 
tree imagery, whilst American Painter Emilio Perez’ work encourages them to experiment with bold colours. Using 
their own edited photos, the candidate focuses on close-up tree details, aiming to capture their ‘beauty’.
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Gridded and mosaic-style semi-abstract imagery is refined into more abstract tree scenes. The candidate notes, 
“I've painted a close-up of trees in Sergio Cochina’s style, then edited it so the trees appear as reflections.” ‘Mashup’ 
pieces blend different ideas, materials, and techniques.
In preparation for the exam response, a plan is made to create an image of trees in a winter setting. A transcription of 
a secondary source image of a composition of trees, flowers and roses is created by the candidate, which aids the 
candidate's growing control of composition and painting technique within the timed examination outcome.
During the 10-hour period of sustained focus, the candidate applies textured paint to evoke the interplay of light and 
shadow amongst the trees. Although the final piece shows some technical inconsistencies, there is evidence of 
exploration with tonality and mark-making. 
By extending experimentation with materials and refining techniques, the candidate could achieve a more resolved 
and cohesive outcome, aligning more closely with the higher expectations of Performance Level 3, Competent and 
Consistent.
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