
Component 2 Art, Craft and Design
Standard Mark – 28 
Performance Level 3: Emerging Competent 

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Mark
7 7 8 6

Performance 

Level
3 3 3 2

Just 

emerging 

competent 

Just 

emerging 

competent 

Mostly 

emerging 

competent

Fully basic

Keywords from the taxonomy: 

Growing control

28 marks - 1AD0 C2 1



2

This Art, Craft and Design Component 2 submission consists of a square sketch pad, an A2 sheet of supporting studies, and an A4 mixed-media outcome in 

response to the Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Power.’ Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of w ork just within Performance Level 3, 

Emerging Competent, with a mark of 28/72. The strength of the submission lies in Assessment Objective 3, Record.

The preparatory period begins with the candidate producing a written mind map and secondary source images that explore the po wer of nature, wealth, 

superheroes, fashion and architecture. The candidate then focuses on a sub-theme, 'the power of change over time,’ with a particular interest in decay in nature and 

man-made objects.

A series of tonal pencil drawings and watercolour studies are produced, featuring items connected with this theme, such as a shell, watch, rock and apple core, 

demonstrating the candidate’s growing control of visual language skills. Several photographs are taken from the candidate’s g arden, featuring rusty metal coils, a 

dustbin and a lock. The accompanying annotation is generally descriptive, providing context for the visual sources.

Inspired by objects related to time and decay, the candidate explores the visceral abstract work of artist Sam Lock, renowned for his use of blowtorches and electric 

sanders to age and wear down his canvases to convey 'the passage of time.' In response to this work, the candidate produces a selection of small, deliberate 

experimental paintings, layering acrylic paint with bold brushstrokes.

The candidate investigates the work of textile artist Susan Hotchkis, focusing on her exploration of the weathered remnants o f urban life. Inspired by this, the 

candidate photographs and creates small watercolour paintings of decayed, rusted objects found on a beach. In reference to this artist’s work the candidate writes: 

“She works with print and stitch, marks, textures and colours. Materials are deconstructed using modern techniques, ripped, burnt and dyed.”

In preparation for the final outcome, the candidate produces some thumbnail sketches and samples of painted cardboard. Further tentative experiments with rust 

printing, textured card, cut- out card objects are produced and mounted on a sheet of A2 card, with annotation to describe the processes, techniques and media 

used.

The A4 mixed media outcome, produced during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, is an unrefined and simplistic realisation of the candidate’s intentions and is 

reflected in the mark of 6/18 for Assessment Objective 4.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, the candidate could demonstra te greater evidence of ability to 

focus on how ideas, techniques and insights into the work of other artists could be used in greater depth in order to fully realise their intentions.

Moderator commentary
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