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Moderator Commentary
This Component 2 Art, Craft and Design submission consists of an A3 ring-bound sketchbook containing 
preparatory studies and an A2 acrylic painting created during the 10-hour period of sustained focus, in response to 
the examination theme of ‘Gathering’. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work just within 
Performance Level 2, Basic, with a mark of 18/72.  The strengths of the submission lie within Assessment Objectives 1 
and 4, Develop and Present.

The candidate began their preparatory study period by creating two visual mood boards and one written mind map 
exploring the theme of ‘Seasons’ and significant family celebrations throughout the year, such as birthdays, 
Halloween, Christmas, and Easter. Initial pencil studies of books and toys then led to an investigation of Michael 
Craig-Martin’s work, focusing on his boldly outlined everyday objects painted in vivid colours. In response to this 
research, the candidate produced a deliberate, albeit somewhat clumsy, personal interpretation of his style using 
pencil and felt-tip pens.

The annotation is descriptive and basic yet documents the candidate’s ideas and intentions. Regarding Michael 
Craig-Martin’s work, the candidate writes: “ It is very creative because he uses a lot of different bright colours and 
unique objects. I’m going to make my final piece using bright colours and objects”.
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Moderator Commentary
Various compositional ideas are explored through collages of secondary source images and thumbnail sketches 
related to family celebrations, including Christmas trees, baubles, heart-shaped chocolate lollipops, toys, and 
toiletries. The candidate extended their interest in bold, linear, and vibrant objects by studying Pop Art, particularly 
the repetitive prints of consumer products by Andy Warhol, as inspiration for their own work.

A critical analysis of Andy Warhol’s screenprints of drink cans and canvas shoes inspires the candidate to select the 
heart-shaped lollipop as the central object for their final outcome. The candidate methodically experiments with 
coloured paper cut-outs, overlapping and rearranging them to generate a variety of repetitive compositional 
options in bold, block colours.

During the 10-hour timed test, the candidate successfully realises their intentions by creating an A2 acrylic painting 
of bold, vivid lollipops in the style of Andy Warhol. This demonstrates a basic critical understanding of the context of 
their ideas and the sources that informed them.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 2, the candidate could show more 
evidence of technical control when refining and recording their ideas with appropriate media, materials, techniques 
and processes.
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