Component I: Three-Dimensional Design

Standard Mark: 64

Performance Level 6: Exceptional

Mark

Performance

Level
Just
Exceptional
Ability

Just
Exceptional
Ability

Just
Exceptional
Ability

Just
Exceptional
Ability

Keywords from the taxonomy: Intuitive

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.




Moderator Commentary

This Three-Dimensional Design Component 1 submissionincludes an A3 sketchpad, several small maquettes and tile
samples, and a selection of three-dimensional ceramic outcomes, including a large (I metre high) ceramic stacked
construction. The selected work reflects the qualities characteristic of just into Performance Level 6, Exceptional,
with atotal mark of 64/72. Each of the four Assessment Objectives are equally weighted with 16 marks.

This comprehensive and intuitive body of work includes supporting studies and three-dimensional ceramic
outcomes developedinresponse to the overarching theme of ‘Natural Forms’. The enquiry begins with an
exploration of natural forms within a sculptural context, where the candidate creates a series of linear, three-
dimensional wire drawings inspired by organic shapes, including pumpkins.

A convincing and imaginative development of ideas begins with aninvestigation into Turi Heisselberg Pedersen’s
geological sculptural vases. The candidate explores contrasts between nature and culture, and detail and
minimalism, supported by perceptive critical annotation. This enquiry is extended through primary and secondary
research on pumpkins, including original photography and refined observational studies. These effectively highlight
three-dimensional qualities through tonal contrast and light. Reflecting on Pedersen’s work, the candidate writes:
“She leaves her pieces fairly abstract to allow the viewer to imagine what each piece is about and what it represents.”
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Moderator Commentary

The candidate responds to the conceptual sculptural work of Yayoi Kusama by creating pumpkin-shaped
maquettes using the pinch pot technique, decorated with vibrant fluorescent slip glazes that reflect Kusama’s bold
style. Drawing from their own pumpkin photos, they experiment with digital filters in Photoshop, inspiring diverse
patterns and textures onlarger ceramic pieces.

Abotanical garden photoshoot of spherical cactiinspires a series of accomplished intaglio prints, showing
advanced understanding of creative processes across media. Detailed fine-liner studies of amphibians and reptiles
inform the development of ceramic tiles and maquettes.

Inspired by Kartini Thomas’ playful and mythical ceramics, the candidate creates intuitive, imaginative ceramic
stacked ‘creatures’ with protuberances, tentacles, toothed mouths, and bubbles. Multiple designiterations
demonstrate exceptional risk-taking, supported by a strong grasp of contextual influences and ceramic techniques.

To move securely beyond the entry point of Performance Level 6, Exceptional, the candidate could provide stronger
evidence of accomplished visual language skills and more consistently outstanding development of ideas.
Nevertheless, the mark of 64/72 reflects an exceptional level of achievement overall.
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