
Component 1 Textile Design
Standard Mark - 72
Performance Level 6 Exceptional

A01 A02 A03 A04

Mark
18 18 18 18

Performance 

Level
6 6 6 6

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Fully 

exceptional 

ability

Keywords from the taxonomy:
Accomplished  Inspired  Intuitive  Insightful  Powerful  Extraordinary  Unexpected  Outstanding



Moderator Commentary
This Textile Design Component 1 submission consists of an A3 hard-backed tactile sketchbook and a fashion bolero 
outcome. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at the top of Performance Level 6, 
Exceptional, with full marks of 72/72.

The overarching theme of ‘Natural Forms’ inspires the candidate to focus on the decay of both natural and man-
made elements. This focus shapes their line of enquiry and creative journey, which is influenced by the work of 
contemporary mixed media textile artists Sue Hotchkis, Lauren and Kass Hernandez, Marian Jazmik, Willemien De 
Villiers, Julia Wright, and Laura Bell. These artists work with processes such as free machine mark making, weaving, 
upcycled materials and components, eco dyeing, hand stitching, crochet and wrapped yarn.

The investigation begins with an in-depth study of the structural forms of mushrooms, inspired by their organic 
textures and patterns. This includes observational photography, linear and sculptural drawings, and expressive 
watercolour studies. The intricate gills of the mushroom serve as a creative analogy for textile techniques such as 
folding, pleating and gathering. These are used to recreate similar textures in fabric, further enhanced through free 
machine embroidery using a selection of embroidery threads in natural, earthy pigmented shades to add depth and 
surface interest.
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Insightful and accomplished responses to the artists studied are demonstrated through well-planned sample work, 
beginning with painted designs and progressing into skilfully executed textile pieces. A wide selection of textile 
techniques, processes and materials has been used, with colours and textures thoughtfully exaggerated and 
intensified to reveal the intricate detail and complexity of each piece. These intuitive and expressive samples show 
clear connections to the artists investigated, while avoiding literal representation in both design and construction.
Imaginative combinations of photography, digital edits, dyeing, felt-making, appliqué, fabric manipulation, free 
machinery, embellishment, wire, cyanotype, macramé and embroidery are developed from the candidates’ own 
observational sketches and photographs. These include images of rusted, peeling paint; rotting tree trunks layered 
with fungi and lichen; fish swimming in tanks; and twisted, knotted tree branches.

Annotation throughout this investigation is thorough and demonstrates the candidate’s ability to record ideas, 
observations, processes, and techniques with fluency and insight. Critical analysis at each stage of the creative 
journey is perceptive, showing evidence of accomplished knowledge and deep understanding. Reflecting on the 
work of the Hernandez sisters, the candidate writes: “They used several knotting techniques using different shades 
of blue to create more depth of texture. Overall, this brings a sense of intrigue with its organic lines and raw tactility.”

In preparation for their outstanding final textile outcome, the candidate explores a range of fashion design concepts 
by creatively collaging photographs of their own drawings, paintings, and sample designs onto illustrations of 
wooden mannequins. This innovative approach demonstrates an unexpected and highly effective method of fashion 
illustration, showcasing both imagination and intent.
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In preparation for their outstanding final textile outcome, the candidate explores a range of fashion design concepts 
by creatively collaging photographs of their own drawings, paintings, and sample designs onto illustrations of 
wooden mannequins. This innovative approach demonstrates an unexpected and highly effective method of fashion 
illustration, showcasing both imagination and intent.

The final bolero is an extraordinary piece that reflects a deep understanding of visual language. It incorporates a wide 
range of accomplished textile techniques and processes, including handmade felt, cyanotype fabric, free machine 
embroidery, knitting, cutwork, hand-dyed fabrics and a variety of surface manipulations such as distressing, 
gathering, stuffing, embellishing, and intricate beading. The result is a visually powerful and exceptional textile 
outcome.
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