
Component 1: Textile Design
Standard Mark – 56

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 14 14 13 15 56
Level 5 5 5 5

Mostly 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Mostly 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:
Convincing
Comprehensive 

Focused 
Refined



Examiner comments
This Textile Design Component 1 comprehensive body of work is presented in two A3 sketchbooks and a free machine embroidery multi layered A1 collage. The 
selected images of the work shown here are wholly evident of the visual characteristics within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured ability, to obtain a 
mark of 56/72.  

From the initial starting point ‘communication’, explored in the form of a mind map, the candidate quickly focuses on the ‘human form’ and ‘expression of 
emotions’ using relevant contextual sources to inform their journey. The work of Maurizio Anzeri and Brno del Zou is utilised immediately in the candidates' 
visual observations completed initially with the use of photography before moving into drawing. Through experiments linked to distortion and repetition the 
candidate gains greater depth to their ideas. When they link this with movement the work becomes convincing. Following on from the observation of leaves in 
water the candidate starts to explore how to capture a sense of water but also facial features using a range of media. Utilising free-stitch technique using a 
sewing machine the candidate is able to draw with sophistication to realise repeated recognisable features. Using other found materials and the darkroom the 
candidate explores contrast and colour. The candidate supports their work with relevant extensive annotation articulating ideas, observations, and insights.

As the work progresses the skill and refinement in media use is clearly demonstrated with them progressing to free stitching whole faces and changes with 
layering of materials, textures, and colours. At this point, the candidate returns to gathering further relevant visuals to inform the outcome. These are presented 
as photographs that focus on capturing emotions. 

Once the textile piece has been completed the candidate photographs it to show how the rug presents inner turmoil: “…many people don’t show the upset side 
of us as to protect ourselves we hide it away. I focused my theme mainly on this expression as its very unique and can have a lot of meaning behind it…”. Each 
face free stitched into the outcome has its own characteristics and expression, with focus on the facial features of eyes and mouth in particular to create an 
overall tapestry of faces relevant to their intentions. 

For the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, the candidate could include more refined and extended visual observations that help to 
further the exploration of ideas to facilitate more comprehensive development. 
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Final 

Outcome A1

18
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