
Component 1: Textile Design
Standard Mark – 55

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 15 13 15 12 55
Level 5 5 5 4

Fully 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Resolved
Comprehensive

Perceptive
Convincing 



Examiner comments
This Textile Design Component 1, consists of an A3 sketch pad, and constructed embellished corset. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, with a mark of 55/72.

An extensive mind-map of words is created in response to the over-arching theme of ‘Communication’. Michelangelo’s painting of the ‘Creation of 
Adam’ inspires the candidate to consider how we communicate with ‘touch, creating a convincing photoshoot of multiple hands in expressive 
gestures. These are used as a vehicle to make a series of thoughtful dark room experiments that focus on the positive and negative image.

The social narrative focus of Textile Artist, Ruth Singer, inspires the candidate to create samples using layered fabric of differing opacity and to 
consider how their developing ideas could evolve into visually narrating a social issue. The candidate perceptively selects the idea of ‘consent’ and 
explores a range of resolved ideas through comprehensive digital collages, further photo-shoots and a range of textile techniques including knitting, 
quilting and free-embroidery.

The candidate considers multiple options to consolidate their perceptive ideas, selecting a constructed corset as the platform for their designs. They 
thoughtfully comment; “I decided to design a corset where the wire would wrap around the places where you would need to ask for consent’. 

The final life-size corset is constructed following significant trialling of techniques and materials. This informed outcome is presented on a 
mannequin and initial experiments are consolidated within the structure and on the surface of the corset response.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could demonstrate greater 
evidence of ability within AO2 and AO4, with particular focus on how techniques and processes could be used with greater refinement to fully realise 
their visual intentions.
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Outcome 

Corset 

25
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