
Component 1: Textile Design
Standard Mark – 49

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 13 12 11 49
Level 5 5 4 4

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Mostly 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Informed 
Purposeful
Secure

Engaged
Skilful
Thoughtful

Cohesive
Resolved



Examiner comments
This Textile Design Component 1, consists of an A3 sketch pad, mounted A3 photographs and a hanging collection of hand-sized textile pieces. 
Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work between Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, and Performance 
Level 5, Confident and Assured, with a mark of 49/72.

A written mind map documents initial responses to an over-arching theme of ‘Communication’. The candidate’s engagement in the work of a range 
of contemporary photography and textile artists, including photographer Imogen Cunningham and colour-blind artist Peter Milton, underpins the 
development of recording observations without colour. This idea becomes a resolved and sustained line of enquiry throughout the submission.

The candidate creates a series of drawn images of plants and refines ideas through skilful dark-room experiments and digital layering. Using torn 
shapes of organza, acetate and paper, the candidate creates a ‘mysterious’ narrative within a limited tonal palette; printing with small fir tree 
branches and refining ideas with further resolved digital renderings.

Descriptive annotation is extensive throughout the submission; however, the candidate includes some thoughtful observations about their 
developing ideas. They reflect on the idea that “you don’t need to see colour in the world. Without colour – you can still appreciate the world”. 
Securely recording ideas for a final outcome through purposeful experiments with embroidering on drawing, enables the candidate to finalise plans 
for their personal response.

Images from photoshoots are selected and digitally edited and 2 A3 prints are mounted and presented as skilful outcomes. Their final response 
consolidates many of the experimental processes trialled within their visual journey, and the candidate creates a painted, drawn and embroidered 
textile hanging of a series of fir tree leaf shapes, that explore opacity as well as the subtle layering of tonal values. 

For the submission to move into Performance Level 5, the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of presenting a textile response that is 
underpinned by more convincing recording skills.
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Photographic

outcomes A3 
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Outcome Layered 

hanging textile piece
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