
Component 1: Textile Design
Standard Mark – 47

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 12 12 11 12 47
Level 4 4 4 4

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Mostly 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Informed 
Purposeful

Secure
Skilful

Thoughtful
Cohesive



Examiner comments
This Textile Design Component 1 consists of one A3 hardback sketch pad and an outcome of embroidered pre-loved items of clothing. Images of the 
work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at the top end of Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, with a mark of 47/72.

The candidate’s engaged submission of work is informed by the sources they select in response to an over-arching theme of ‘Communication’. A 
purposeful mind-map explores a range of ideas that lead them to respond to the work of contemporary artist Shepard Fairey and street artist 
Banksy, before relevant research into the negative impact of communication via social media platforms. 

The candidate thoughtfully considers how flowers can communicate through symbolism, resulting in a series of photo shoots of flora. These ideas 
are refined through competent dark room experiments. The candidate is inspired by the textile designs of 18th century artist Anna Maria Garthwaite 
and visits a textile exhibition of ‘Flowers in Fashion’. Interest is also shown for their grandmother’s embroidery work, resulting in a series of 
competent machine and hand-embroidered samples that depict the characteristics of a Japanese blossom tree. 

A thoughtful plan is made to create a hanging display of 5 white fabric, pre-loved garments that are embroidered with flower motifs. The work of 
contemporary textile designer Zoe Buchman inspires the candidate to use the garments as a vehicle to explore a personal narrative. Through using 
a range of clothing items, similarly embellished, the candidate is keen to “show how an age gap does not have to bring people apart, like my nan and 
I”.

Following a sustained line of enquiry, the candidate creates a meaningful and personal response to their purposeful investigations and practical 
experiments, skilfully combining machine and hand-embroidered flowers to delicately adorn the selected items of clothing.  The candidate’s 
intention to present this work as a hanging display is inspired by images of point-of-sale haute couture.

For the submission to move beyond Performance Level 4, the candidate could demonstrate greater ability record observations relevant to 
intentions.
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