
Component 2: Textile Design
Standard Mark: 43
Performance Levels  4: Competent and Consistent

Keywords from the taxonomy: Informed, Purposeful, Engaged
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Moderator Commentary
This Textile Design Component 2 submission consists of an A3 sketchbook and one hand-printed, embroidered and 
embellished bodice in response to the Externally Set Assignment theme of ‘Gathering’.  Images of the work selected 
here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, with a mark of 
43/72. The strengths of the submission lie within Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4, Refine, Record and Present.

The candidate begins their preparatory study period with a mind map of secondary source images featuring leaves, 
rainforests, plants, and textile art, reflecting their chosen sub-theme, ‘The Gathering of Leaves’. Informed by the 
richly textured, appliquéd, and three-dimensional floral elements that extend from the garments of Japanese fashion 
designer Nguyen Cong Tri, the candidate explores textile designs featuring simple, vivid, and overlapping leaf forms. 
A carefully selected palette of varied green hues is introduced early and becomes a consistent visual thread 
throughout the submission.

Visits to the Victoria and Albert Museum and the National Gallery engage the candidate in deeper investigative work 
around the theme, prompting references to a diverse selection of artefacts, including installations, paintings, 
sculpture, and photography. In response to their contextual references, the candidate purposefully explores leaf 
shapes and patterns through a range of media, including linear pencil drawings, coloured pencil studies, and a lino 
print design based on a rubber plant leaf. This leads to a series of lino prints featuring overlapping leaves in varied 
shades of green, printed on both coloured paper and fabric. 
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Moderator Commentary
Annotation is mainly descriptive, with some reflective and purposeful comments, such as: “My intentions are to make 
leaves look as gathered as possible. I will do this by putting them together overlapping and making it seem like a 
densely packed rainforest.”

The candidate experiments with a range of textile media and processes to inform the final bodice design. 
Preparatory samples include free-machined and hand-embroidered felt leaves supported by wire, heat transfer 
designs on felt, and layered, gathered leaves with cut-out shapes and embellishments. 

During the 10-hour timed test, the candidate successfully realises their intentions by producing a competent, exotic 
bodice, adorned with printed and individually layered leaves. A wide range of textile media, processes, and 
techniques are used, including wired, three-dimensional leaves that extend from the surface, adding depth and 
visual interest.

To move more securely into Performance Level 4, the candidate would benefit from demonstrating a more cohesive 
and in-depth inquiry, alongside a more critical engagement with sources and greater refinement in the recording and 
development of ideas.
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