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This Photography Component 1, consists of a digital submission based of the overarching theme of ‘Identity’ where two sub-themes of ‘Personal Identity’ and the 
‘Identity of Place’ are a focus. The candidate uses Adobe Photoshop to edit their photographs and keeps a digital sketchpad to record developing ideas and 
technical explorations. The candidate produces a physical outcome at the conclusion of the project. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of 
work at the top of Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured with a mark of 60/72 with marks are equally distributed across the Assessment Objectives.

Comprehensive digital mind-maps are created as starting points, with personal ideas noted alongside relevant artists and photographers. Throughout the course, 
artists are referenced and subsequent convincing digital editing trials and practical experiments are deployed. The candidate develops perceptive ideas from initial 
experiments to inform their own visual language. For example, within the ‘Identity of Place’ project, the candidate references the work of Brazilian Artist Lucas 
Simões and adapts their own ideas into a graphic response.

A confident photo-shoot within the school environment is recorded using a low viewpoint and convincingly creates the eeriness of the empty building in black and 
white. Photographs of graffiti in their local environment are used to create physical collages that are cut through to reveal layers of images beneath, reflecting an 
advanced understanding of composition and abstraction. Selected images are used as vehicles to comprehensively explore collage and Photoshop editing 
techniques.

Brighton is the focus for further investigations into the ‘Identity of Place’, initially recording the shoreline in monochrome and colour. Brighton’s iconic buildings are 
photographed using focused and resolved editing techniques, reflecting elements of creative risk-taking, A confident understanding of colour and composition is 
evident throughout this body of work, supported by perceptive annotation: “The use of various templates to create different textures and blurring ensures a unique 
and original representation of nature with Dessi Terzieva's inspiration. The multiple vibrant colours, textures, contrast and geometric shapes represent a concise 
view over nature".

Refined and resolved triptych designs inspired by the street photography of German Photographer Adde Odesokan are created in preparation for a final outcome. A 
physical photo-collage is assembled using foam board mounted digital images printed on glossy paper (approx. 1 metre x 40cm) depicting elements of architecture 
alongside the central seascape, within layered geometric shapes.

In order for the submission to move beyond Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could demonstrate greater critical and analytical depth 
within their ideas, concepts and lines of enquiry. 

Moderator commentary
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