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Moderator commentary

This comprehensive Photography Component 1 submission consists of an A3 sketchbook and several loose A3 and A2 sheets presenting preparatory studies and
edited, printed and hand-woven outcomes. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at mostly to fully evident of Performance Level 5,
Confident and Assured ability, giving a total mark of 57/72. The strength of the submission lies within Assessment Objective 2, Refine.

The submission consists of two thematic projects: ‘Natural Forms’ and ‘Transformations. Within the theme of ‘Natural Forms’ the candidate explores the works of
Karl Blossfeldt, Adrienne Adam, and Peter Defty, responding with photoshoots and cyanotype experiments mainly focused on natural forms. The candidate then
begins to explore a variety of ideas related to the sub-theme 'Environment.’

On the theme of ‘Transformations’ and inspired by Maurizio Anzeri’'s embroidered photographic portraits and figures, the candidate creates an effective response by
incorporating similar digital editing and hand-stitched techniques. Continuing with their interest in mixed media photography, the candidate investigates Alexandra
Valenti’s painted photographs, Abigail Reynold’s folded, layered landscapes, Alana Dee Haynes’ patterned portraits and Jean Faucheur’s experimental photographic
techniques. Inspired by these sources, ideas are consistently explored, refined, and recorded through photoshoots that reflect characteristics of a professional
photographer’s approach. The candidate uses contact sheets and hand-drawn linear scales to record light contrast and exposure duration.

A sub-theme of ‘People and Emotions’ results in several effective and refined outcomes, combining abstract painted patterns with portraits through Adobe
Photoshop, hand drawn illustrations and complex stitched patterns. Building on photographic techniques explored earlier in the course, the candidate adopts a more
personal and focused approach in the development of ideas for the ‘Environment’ project, investigating Angelica Garcia’s photographs of figures distorted by using
water applied to the print.

The submission culminates in a final photoshoot, resulting in a series of refined digitally edited images and resolved outcomes that seamlessly integrate techniques
and processes from both projects, demonstrating a confident and assured command of photographic visual language and formal elements.

In order for the submission to move to the top of Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could provide more convincing evidence to record and
realise more perceptive personal ideas. While the candidate shows clear engagement with the work of established photographers, taking greater creative risks
would lead to more original and innovative responses.
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