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Component 1: Photography
Standard Mark – 38

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 9 10 9 10 38
Level 3 4 3 4

Fully 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Just 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Fully 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Just 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Engaged



Examiner comments
This Photography component 1 submission consists of a series of A2 sheets. Images of the sample reflect the characteristics of work falling between 
Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent and Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent.

The candidate begins their response to the personal portfolio theme of ‘Journeys’ by researching the landscape work of Ansel Adams and Cath 
Simard. A series of predictable digital photographs are taken of pathways, where the candidate comments on ‘leading lines’ and the ‘rule of thirds.’

The candidate refines ideas through a series of images that reflect engagement and a growing control of composition. The candidate comments, “I 
like this photo as it has a good use of leading lines, intriguing the viewer to see where it takes them”. The candidate becomes engaged in the process 
of practical experiments: layering photographs with acetate, painting and mark-making on the surface of the image and printing over A3 copies of 
the original beach-side setting.

A further photo shoot in woodland, enables the candidate to focus on recording observations and insights related to their personal response to the 
theme, with growing control. There is evidence of safe and predictable digital colour filter rendering. Annotation is descriptive but includes some 
reflective personal comments.

A photo transfer onto canvas creates a dramatic effect within a series of outcomes, following a journey to the woods. As part of their focus on 
leading lines, we can see the edge of the field leading the viewer across the landscape, and a clear division of thirds seen across the vertical 
composition. The fragmentation of the sky, by the negative spaces created by the tree, creates a final outcome that reflects the candidate’s engaged 
approach to photography.

The strengths within the submission are within A02, refining and A04, presenting a meaningful outcome resulting in a holistic mark of 38/72: 
Emerging Competence/ Competent and Consistent performance levels. For the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 4 the 
candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of a critical understanding of sources, and how this has informed their own visual journey.
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