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Component 1: Photography
Standard Mark – 28

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 7 7 7 7 28
Level 3 3 3 3
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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Reflective

Growing control



Examiner comments
This Photography Component 1 submission consists of screenshots from a digital submission, which included a series of printed outcomes, 
referenced within this presentation. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at the entry point of Performance Level 3, 
Emerging Competent performance.

An overarching theme of ‘Emotion’ inspires the candidate to consider ideas of memory, strangeness and panic. These ideas are pursued through a 
photoshoot of a local castle, and by investigating the work of Hungarian-American photographer Frank Capa. A predicable link is made to the 
cinematic qualities of the mystery series ‘The Watcher’.

A series of rendering and layering experiments inform the candidate to further refine these safe processes, in order to maximise the illusion of a 
ghostly/supernatural image.

Across the submission, the candidate evidences some technical competency and growing control in their understanding of documentary 
photography, including composition, proximity and focal points. Ideas and insights are recorded with some reflection: “I think that even though the 
main focus point is cut out of the photo because of the cling film, it still creates a cool, blur, atmospheric ambiance”.

Images are selected for print by the candidate and show a growing understanding and control of the qualities of the printing paper and the impact 
this has on the presentation of the work for the viewer. 

The work moves beyond the deliberate, methodical, superficial, unrefined, and simplistic characteristics of Performance Level 2, Basic, as there is 
evidence that the candidate has some emerging competence in applying the formal elements of photography and in communicating personal ideas. 
For the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 3, the candidate could demonstrate greater understanding of how ideas are 
developed through the sources that have informed them.
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