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Moderator Commentary
This Photography Component 1 submission consists of 2 projects: A brief to create a new Cadbury’s chocolate and 
associated point of sale items, and a book cover design brief. Digitally created development work is presented 
physically within 2 distinct poly-folders alongside 3D mock ups of final designs. Images of the work selected here 
reflect the characteristics of work that is just into Performance Level 6 Exceptional, achieving a mark of 65/72.
The candidate analyses current chocolate packaging and explores diverse concepts including Pirates, Films, 
Fairyland, and Puzzles in a focused way. Using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator, they create and annotate convincing 
logo and packaging designs. The candidate chooses a ‘Fairyland’ theme for their design, with ‘Once Upon a Time’ as 
the logo. Targeting a select audience, the product is intended as a Mother's Day gift, using the letter O as the logo's 
focal point. Convincing packaging is designed for easy opening and transport, featuring a drawer inside a book-
style box.  Accomplished 3D images are created, reviewed and refined, with the centre of the chocolate form edited 
using the gradient mesh tool.
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Moderator Commentary
Inspired to meet a fictional Cadbury's brief, they modify the ‘Once Upon a Time’ logo and explore how branding on 
distribution vehicles could boost marketing impact. Point-of-sale concepts include a bookshelf, flowers, and 
dynamic displays. “For the final point of sale display, I chose a freestanding design for added height and the and the 
novelty of an actual bookstand.” Analytical annotation and perceptive observations are evident across the whole 
submission.
Within the second project, the candidate chooses to create a new illustration for Michael Morpogi’s ‘War Horse’ 
novel. They provide a thorough and insightful analysis, create original photographs of war objects, and complete 
skilled pen and ink studies with relevant novel quotations. Digital and physical collages are created based on 
Alexandra Zoto's vector art. However, the candidate returns to physical drawing for the book illustration, making 
design refinements in Adobe Illustrator and producing accomplished 3D images of the final point of sale display. The 
final achromatic result is completed from board and laser cut cardboard, with the use of black and white “to create 
an empty atmosphere like a battlefield in WW1”.
To progress more securely into Performance Level 6, Exceptional, the candidate could strengthen their 
development work by extending visual experimentation to include more unexpected options. Further, more in-
depth research into contemporary packaging trends and critical evaluation of their design choices would also 
enhance the overall submission. 
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