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Component 1: Graphic Communication
Standard Mark – 61

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 14 16 15 16 61
Level 5 6 5 6

Mostly 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just
exceptional 
ability

Fully 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Just
exceptional 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Accomplished



Examiner comments
This Graphic Communication Component 1 submission consists of two A3 poly-folders: one project on designing a book  cover, and another project 
designing packaging for chocolate. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work that falls between Performance level 5, 
Confident and Assured and Performance Level 6, Exceptional, and a mark of 61/72.

In response to a book cover design brief, the candidate explores the physical collage work of artist Peter Blake, before embarking upon a series of 
convincing digital, surreal collage responses. Across both projects, experiments are underpinned by looking at relevant artists’ and designers’ work in 
a focused and comprehensive way.

The candidate explores a range of physical processes before embarking upon initial ideas and responses to the briefs. These include traditional 
approaches including lino printing and gouache painting, as well as using digital applications in an accomplished way. Maquettes are convincingly 
analysed and evaluated for their construction and design and refined accordingly.

Annotation moves beyond the descriptive and begins to consider more complex issues that inform the candidate’s own visual journey. The 
candidate uses the digital platforms of Sketchup, Blender and Illustrator to record their observations and insights, reflecting advanced and refined 
technical competencies. 

The final 80cm square stand for the chocolate packaging design is an accomplished piece of design work, that brings together the vision of  a young 
designer using new technologies to realise their design intentions. Each of the chests on the top are removeable, fitting precisely into the cut-out 
map shape in yellow. The candidate has kept the integrity of the Cadbury house style and has taken risks in their focused approach and response to 
the original design brief.

For the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 6 the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of risk-taking within the 
recording of observations and insights to develop a more unexpected submission of work.
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