
Component 1: Graphic Communication
Standard Mark: 50
Performance Level s 4/5: Competent and Consistent/Confident and Assured

Keywords from the taxonomy: Comprehensive, Focused
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Moderator Commentary
This Graphic Communication Component 1 submission consists of two A4 poly-folders: one project to design a 
point-of–sale display for a new chocolate bar, and a further project to re-design an existing book cover. Images of 
the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work that falls between Performance Levels 4 and 5 Competent 
and Consistent and Confident and Assured, achieving a mark of 50/72.
The candidate responds to a Cadbury chocolate design brief by creating a point-of-sale display skilfully using 
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator as creative recording and refining tools. Drawing on an electricity theme, they 
thoughtfully research existing logos and develop their own concept name ‘Bytez’ and create a series of logos and 
packaging in purple and gold, inspired by Cadbury’s own branding. The final confident design features battery boxes 
for the imagined battery-shaped chocolates and a three-sided display with pylons, power lines, and lightning 
flashes, targeting younger consumers interested in storms and electricity.
Within the second project, the candidate focuses on the creative process of re-designing the cover of American 
thriller novelist Dan Brown's, ‘The Da Vinci Code’. They purposefully analyse the original design, creating their own 
visual interpretations, and thoughtfully annotate: “The Illustrator added silhouettes to relate to different characters in 
the book. The tone is also important as it is used to create a sense of pictorial depth.
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Moderator Commentary
A comprehensive series of photographs, drawings in pen and ink, various physical and digital collages, Lino prints 
and laser cut imagery are used to refine ideas and experiment with appropriate media. They produce convincing 
book cover trials and a final three-dimensional display featuring faux marble steps, a barred door, and the final book 
mock-up. 
Throughout the submission, the candidate demonstrates a focused approach to research and development, 
effectively integrating traditional and digital media to explore creative possibilities. The candidate’s awareness of 
contemporary design practices and a capacity for reflective analysis, reflects a growing confidence in their ability to 
communicate visual design ideas with clarity and originality.
For the submission to move more securely within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could 
demonstrate greater evidence of risk-taking within the recording of observations and insights to develop a more 
perceptive submission of work.
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