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This Graphic Communication Component 1, consists of 2 A3 sketch pads, and 2 mounted sheets of printed outcomes. Images of the work selected 

here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, with a mark of 30/72.

The candidate responds in a safe way to an initial project on food packing and completes a series of tasks that build on key skills that include some 

competent line drawings and mark making exercises. The candidate is inspired by vintage packaging design to create their own predictable retro 

chocolate bar wrapper.

The second project enables the candidate to work more independently, and with growing control, creating a poster, logo, map and merchandise 

designs for a fictional music festival. Connections with British illustrator Kate Snell fuel the link between observational studies and graphic imagery, and 

the candidate reflects on this through annotation: “She adapts her style to each brief shifting between looks that are detailed and textured to more 

graphic compositions”.

A statement of intent enables greater refinement of ideas, with target audiences and goals of the design being addressed with some reflection, for the 

content of the poster design. A tag line of ‘choose your escape route’ promotes the fictional concept of a range of music to suit all tastes. 

There is a growing control across a range of graphic processes including Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator tools. Non-digital graphic approaches 

include hand-drawn typography and observational drawing and painting, and in the Music Festival poster design we can see how these skills are the 

foundation for a digital response, albeit a predictable one.

The final A3 printed design consolidates the candidate’s various ideas in a safe and competent way. Throughout the submission, annotation is mainly 

descriptive: “With the first poster design I have used inspiration from a 90’s advertising poster for the Sony Walkman tape player. I added more and 

more instruments and other items that relate to music”. Secondary source referencing supports the candidate to create a final digital design, that 

includes some merchandise ideas. Further visual references to Kate Snell’s map illustrations can be seen in the guitar shaped festival map design.

In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence 

of ability to focus on how ideas, techniques and insights into the work of other Designers could be used in greater depth in order to fully realise their 

design intentions.

Moderator commentary
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