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Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 56

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 14 14 15 56
Level 5 5 5 5

Just 
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and 
assured 
ability
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and 
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and 
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assured 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Convincing Refined

Focused  Risk-taking



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 1 submission consists of two A3 sketchpads and one smaller sketchpad, as well as various paper/card/canvas fabric A2 and 
A4 outcomes . Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work mostly within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured – with 
a holistic mark of 56/72. The overarching theme of ‘Environment’ across the course enables the candidate to develop ideas and concepts in depth, 
reflecting a refined and sustained line of enquiry as well as exploring a range of technical processes that include printmaking and sculpture. 
Photography is used extensively to record and refine ideas.

The candidate comprehensively investigates the work of a range of artists and their own work is informed by this critical understanding. For example, 
seeing a series of Andy Warhol’s repeat screen prints in a gallery inspires the candidate to create an etching based on London’s Barbican building. 
They perceptively respond to Warhol’s idea that “the more you look at the same exact thing, the better and emptier you feel ”. 

The candidate uses their advanced photography skills to document the urban landscape around them, refining ideas by creating refined oil painted 
imagery, and using the shape and surface of discarded cardboard pieces to create collages and montages that reflect their confident ability to take 
creative risks.

Annotation moves beyond description to analyse meaning and process. Further focused and comprehensive observations reflect an advanced 
understanding of the formal elements of art and design. 

The final, convincing large-scale collage of oil painted sections, reflects the candidate’s personal intentions. They perceptively comment that “The 
dark feelings and lack of human life creates a sinister, isolated atmosphere, reminding me of Covid and the overwhelming constant feelings of 
loneliness .” 

In order for the submission to move beyond Performance Level 5, the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of more accomplished 
experiments and observations within their developing ideas.
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