
Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 54

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 13 14 13 14 54
Level 5 5 5 5

Just 
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and 
assured 
ability
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and 
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ability
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and 
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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Focused

Resolved



Examiner comments
This Fine Art, Component 1, consists of an A4 square sketch pad, and an A2 mixed -media outcome. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work within Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, with a mark of 54/72.

An over-arching theme of ‘Event’ is initially researched through selecting secondary source imagery, leading to a series of observation studies of 
leaves and seed heads. A photo shoot in the local countryside reflects the candidate’s engaged and skilful approach through photographic 
recordings, which underpins their visual journey within this personal portfolio.

The candidate works in acrylic and water-colour paints, inspired the mark making and colour palette of the French Impressionists, in particular the 
work of Claude Monet. A small, focused transcription of Monet’s “Le bras de Jeufosse, automne’ fuels the candidate’s interest in light and colour, 
resulting in a series of informed experiments and trials from primary and secondary source material.

The compositional focus of British printmaker Angie Lewin leads to a series of resolved water-colour studies. Painted, distressed, sponged and 
splattered surfaces are used in a series of collage responses inspired by illustrator Eric Carle, creating mixed-media leaf shapes that are further 
refined to define detail. Annotation moves beyond the descriptive to consider more personal thoughts and insights.

A further photo-shoot is made alongside planning for a final outcome. Focused thumbnail sketches are made as well as a larger, confident study that 
utilises small hole-punched circles to replicate the visual characteristics of berries. The final A2 painted and collaged response utilises many of the 
techniques explored within sketch-pad experiments and reflects a convincing understanding of composition, colour and form.

For the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured, the candidate could demonstrate greater evidence of 
an ability to record more convincing observations.
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Outcome A2 Painting
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