
Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 48

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 12 12 13 11 48
Level 4 4 5 4

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Just 
confident 
and 
assured 
ability

Mostly 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:
Informed
Purposeful
Secure

Engaged
Skilful
Thoughtful

Cohesive



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 1 submission consists of a square sketch pad and a mixed media final outcome produced on board. Images of the work selected here 
reflect the characteristics of work placed at the top of Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent performance with a mark of 48/72.

The theme of this thoughtful and cohesive project is ‘Events.’ The candidate starts with a written mind map noting potential areas of exploration for their project. 
They decide to focus on a sub-theme of illness and start to visually record objects such as plasters and dried flowers in pencil. Annotation explains why they 
have chosen these items.

The watercolours of Lady Edna Clarke Hall are explored through written analysis. The compositions of her work inform a photoshoot of a clinical setting which 
represents how someone with a serious illness could become isolated. The candidate then analyses the paintings of Vincent Basham and the idea of pathetic 
fallacy. Taking inspiration from both artists the candidate examines the viewpoint of someone being confined to a room by illness looking through the window at 
the outside world. The lighting and mood of the photos taken are carefully considered. 

The candidate now moves towards their final outcome showing a high level of engagement. They experiment with recording the inside of the room and the view 
from the window in a variety of media showing competent and consistent control of the formal elements. They explore the idea of layering different 
photographs and produce their final outcome using mixed media. The outcome is developed, and a range of options are considered.

Pencil, paint and collage are all used to create the final outcome to depict the recorded environment. A bright summer’s day can be seen through the window 
but the room itself is dark and gloomy reflecting the mood of the individual trapped inside. The ceiling has been replaced with menacing clouds that loom 
overhead.

For the submission to move into Performance Level 5, the candidate would need to produce recording of a more advanced technical level. The final outcome 
itself could be refined in greater depth before being executed with greater accuracy.
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Outcome mixed media A2
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