
Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 48

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 12 13 11 12 48
Level 4 5 4 4

Fully 
competent 
and 
consistent 
ability

Just 
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Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Informed
Purposeful
Secure

Engaged
Skilful
Thoughtful

Cohesive



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 1 submission consists of a square sketch pad and a large painting on canvas for the final outcome. Images of the work 
selected here reflect the characteristics of work placed at the top of Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent performance with a mark of 
48/72.

The theme of this project is ‘Structures & Surfaces.’ A visual mood board of potential contextual sources to study is produced containing artists such 
as Keith Dotson and Antonio Mora. The candidate decides to focus on the structure and surface of natural forms when responding to the theme. A 
bamboo stick and toothpick are used to create experimental line drawings of a leaf. A skilful recording of a sunflower is made which evidences 
competent and consistent control of the formal elements. Throughout the project primary source photographs of natural forms are taken and then 
recorded in various media.

The candidate analyses the work of Jim Dine through written analysis which shows accurate use of art terminology. A transcription of ‘Nancy’s 
Garden’ (1984) is made using smudged charcoal. Ideas of combining natural forms with human-made backgrounds and examining the lifecycle of a 
flower are explored. Relevant annotations are made throughout the creative journey in this secure and engaged project. 

The flower paintings of Van Gogh inspire the candidate to produce their own paintings in his style using natural vegetation from their own garden. 
This starts to lead them on their journey towards their final outcome. A decision is made to focus on an image of a decaying leaf. The candidate 
explores using tissue paper and fabric as a base for imagery to create texture in their work. They develop their painting technique through recording 
a photo of a leaf and produce pencil sketches for the layout of their final outcome. Finally, they produce a final piece plan which fully shares their 
intentions.

The candidate starts the final outcome by sticking tissue paper onto a canvas to achieve their desired texture. Several leaves are then painted on top 
with a large yellow/green leaf being the main focal point. This outcome is clearly informed by artists studied throughout the project and forms a 
cohesive conclusion.

For the submission to move into Performance Level 5, the candidate would need to produce a fully refined and resolved outcome showing advanced 
technical skill. Ideas could be more perceptive and there could be greater evidence of risk taking.
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Outcome 

Painting
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