
Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark – 26

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 6 6 8 6 26
Level 2 2 3 2

Fully basic 
ability

Fully basic 
ability

Mostly 
emerging 
competent 
ability

Fully basic 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Deliberate
Methodical
Superficial

Unrefined
Simplistic
Tentative

Growing control



Examiner comments
This Fine Art Component 1 submission consists of an A4 square sketchbook and one A3 outcome. Images of the work selected here reflect the 
characteristics of work that falls between Performance Level 2 Basic, and Performance Level 3 Emerging Competent with a mark of 26/72. 

The candidate begins with a written mind map in response to the theme ‘Event,’ before investigating a selection of primary and secondary sources to 
inform the development of ideas. The work of Francis Bacon and Edvard Munch is referenced in relation to the candidates’ sub-theme of ‘Conflict’, 
but the investigation process shows a basic critical understanding of these sources in the context of their own ideas. 

The candidate creates a series of deliberate and unrefined exploratory studies in pencil, fine liner and ink from their own photographs and first-hand 
observations. This work evidences a basic ability when refining ideas through the selection and experimentation of media, materials, techniques and 
processes. 

When assessing the work ‘holistically’, the candidate demonstrates an emerging competent ability and growing control when recording their ideas, 
observations and insights in the methodical planning of their final outcome.  Annotation is mostly biographical and descriptive, with some 
meaningful analysis and personal reflections. 

The candidate evidences a tentative approach through the application of the formal elements in their final outcome that exemplifies their 
investigation, interest, and influences.  

For the submission to move securely into Performance Level 3, Emerging Competent, the candidate could demonstrate more refinement of visual 
language skills when experimenting and presenting their visual journey. 
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