
Component 1: Fine Art
Standard Mark: 20
Performance Level  2: Basic

Keywords from the taxonomy: Deliberate, Superficial, Simplistic
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Moderator Commentary
This Fine Art Component 1 consists of an A4 sketch pad and an A2 mounted sheet of printed outcomes. Images of 
the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work within Performance Level 2, Basic, with a mark of 20/72.
The candidate responds in a basic way to the given theme of ‘Simple and Complex’, creating a simplistic mind-map 
and an assembled collection of secondary-sourced images of food and drink.  Drawings from these images in pencil 
and coloured pencil reflect unrefined recording skills.
The work of American Pop Artists, Tom Wesselmann, Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol are noted, with Lichtenstein’s 
1974 lithograph/screenprint ‘Still Life with Lemon and Glass’ informing a methodical acrylic painting of a jar of jam. A 
simplistic photo shoot of food and drink items inspires the candidate to develop the idea of ‘simple and complex 
food’. They annotate in a purely descriptive way: “I am going to respond by going onto Photoshop and then making a 
collage with photos of food that I have taken’’.
A series of Lino prints of a jar of jam and a packet of crisps are made and presented within the sketch pad. They 
annotate; “It links to my theme because it’s food and I’m trying new techniques.” The use of primary colours with the 
Lino print experiments reflects superficial references to Pop Art. Tentative experiments are made through various 
prints that are randomly cut up and reassembled, making them more ‘complex’ than their simplistic and deliberate 
starting point. 
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Moderator Commentary
Additional sketch-pad collages use coloured pencil Ben-Day dots for experimental refinement. The final outcome 
consists of a series of six A4 Lino prints featuring two designs on treated surfaces, reflecting Warhol’s use of 
repetition in the way that the work is mounted in rows.
Despite initial experiments and a basic level of exploration, there is a sense that the candidate is just beginning to 
engage with the theme, showing a willingness to try new media and processes but lacking depth in critical analysis 
and personal interpretation. In order for the submission to move more securely into Performance Level 2, Basic, 
further development could involve a more thoughtful selection of subject matter, as well as a deeper investigation 
into the visual strategies and conceptual approaches of Pop Art, pushing beyond surface-level mimicry to achieve a 
more meaningful and original artistic response.
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