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Component 1: Art, Craft and Design
Standard Mark – 70

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 TOTAL
Mark 17 17 18 18 70
Level 6 6 6 6

Mostly
exceptional 
ability

Mostly
exceptional 
ability

Fully
exceptional 
ability

Fully
exceptional 
ability

Keyword descriptors from the taxonomy:

Accomplished Intuitive  Powerful  Outstanding

Inspired  Insightful  Extraordinary



Examiner comments
This Art, Craft and Design component 1 submission of work consists of 1 complete sketch pad and half of another , along with 3 A1 canvas 
outcomes. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at the top of Performance Level 6, Exceptional.
 
Throughout the course, the candidate documents their ideas within their A4 sketchpad, in response to an overarching theme of ‘colour’. They study a 
range of artists’ work that informs, inspires and develops their own practice and ideas. For example, recording their enthusiasm at seeing a Van Dyk 
self-portrait at the National Gallery, London and researches the historical and social context of the seen work. 

The study of colour properties informs and enables the candidate to select and refine ideas and insights as their work progresses. For example, 
selecting an analogous palette that reflects the hues and tonal values that are seen to represent the physical characteristics of Autumn. Throughout 
the submission, there is refinement of the candidate’s portrait technique, through a series of accomplished and extraordinary studies across a range 
of mediums.

Observational studies show an outstanding handling of materials; the intuitive use of colour in the shadows, the layering of pastel colours and the 
contrasts of line and blocks of colour. Annotation is intuitive and insightful: ‘I tried using the saffron hue for the cap in the foreground, but found it 
disrupted the gradient from yellow to red. I also found that it didn’t have as nostalgic or illusive enough of an effect ”.

The candidate creates a series of meaningful and personal responses demonstrating exceptional understanding of the formal elements of art and 
design and reflecting the extraordinary and personal visual language of the candidate: the mark making in light impasto, the use of chiaroscuro to 
create drama and the personal and meaningful subject matter.

Full marks were awarded in A03 recording observations and A04, presenting a meaningful outcome, resulting in a holistic mark of 70/72: Exceptional 
performance. 
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