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Moderator commentary

This Art, Craft and Design Component 1 submission includes a square sketchbook, an A4 sketchbook, several loose A2 sheets of preparatory studies, a three-
dimensional MDF shadow box containing several clay objects and a ‘melting clock’ clay outcome. Images of the work selected he re reflect the characteristics of
work within Performance Level 6, Exceptional, with a mark of 67/72. The strength of the submission lies within Assessment Objectives 1, 2 and 3.

The overarching theme of 'Death and Decay' enables the candidate to explore a variety of insightful concepts and ideas across two thematic projects, 'Collections'
and "Transformations,’ which are interconnected throughout the submission.

The work of photographers and artists like Karl Blossfeldt and Joseph Cornell serves as the initial inspiration and foundation for the candidate’s ideas and creative
responses for the first project on ‘Collections’. These include a range of techniques and processes within photography, printmaking, painting and drawing. The
annotation provides insight into the candidate’s reaction to these influences. For example, referring to Cornell’s surreal bo xed assemblages, the candidate writes:
“The small details, such as lighting and paper, add character and evoke a sense of mystery, with dark secrets revealed through the aged look created by dirt and
grime accumulated over the years.”

The candidate further explores a diverse range of sources in response to the theme, drawing inspiration from stills in Guillermo del Toro's TV series ‘Cabinet of
Curiosities’ and macabre imagery on ancient pottery at the Heraklion Archaeological Museum. These influences inform the planning and creation of an
accomplished MDF shadow box (approximately 30 cm in height), resembling a coffin and containing small clay objects crafted in response to the candidate’s
research.

A mind map detailing the interconnecting theme of ‘Transformation’ is created, outlining ideas for a photoshoot of objects that change their state or condition, such
as skulls, flowers, fruit and a young woman. An investigation into Zdzistaw Beksinski’'s dystopian surrealist horror paintings follows, leading to digital responses
using documented Artificial Intelligence. Inspired by these sources, the candidate analyses ‘The Persistence of Memory’ by Salvador Dali, Hieronymus Bosch’s
macabre hell paintings, and Eugenia Loli’s surreal collages. Annotations reflect an advanced understanding of creative practice, with concepts and ideas revisited
and refined through process and re-evaluation of intent.

The final outcome effectively consolidates the candidate’s visual ideas and intentions, taking the shape of a clay clock face with a central painted image. The
candidate demonstrates that knowledge, understanding and skills are accomplished throughout this submission.

In order for the submission to move higher within Performance Level 6, the candidate could show greater evidence of outstanding visual language skills in the final

outcomes. However, a mark of 67/72 strongly reflects an exceptional Ieveé70}‘n aa%sie_vleA%Srgl
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