Component 1 Art, Craft & Design
Standard Mark — 44 @ Pearson | Edexcel

Performance Level 4. Competent and Consistent
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Keywords from the taxonomy:
Informed, Purposeful, Secure, Skilful
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Moderator commentary

This Art, Craft and Design Component 1 submission consists of two A3 sketchbooks, two A2 sheets of preparatory studies, one shadow box and three A3 painted
‘postcard’ outcomes. Images of the work selected here reflect the characteristics of work at mostly evident of Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent
ability, giving a total mark of 44/72. The strength of the submission lies within Assessment Objective 1, Develop.

The submission consists of responses to two thematic projects, ‘Collections’ and ‘Transformations’, allowing the candidate to develop skills, techniques, and
independent creative ideas. In the ‘Collections’ theme, the candidate produces a series of photographs of natural forms and observational pencil and ink drawings of
sunflower heads, seed heads, and flowers, inspired by the work of Karl Blossfeldt. Using their own photographs for the sub-theme ‘Autumnal Collections’, the
candidate creates stamp prints and watercolour paintings of leaves.

Inspired by Lisa Milroy’s shoe paintings and Joseph Cornell’s ‘'shadow boxes’, the candidate creates skilful observational drawings and paintings of shoes and
inanimate objects. Annotations are descriptive and purposeful, demonstrating an understanding of context. In response to Cornell’s work, the candidate writes: “I
took my own photos of objects inspired by those in Cornell’s shadow boxes, focusing on ‘found’ items to imitate his style.” These investigations lead to the first
outcome: a mixed-media shadow box, featuring drawings and clay models of natural forms.

After visiting the Booth Museum of Natural History, the candidate is inspired to explore the theme of 'Transformations' and the transition from life to death, drawing
influence from the works of Lisa Ivory, Henry Moore, Peter Randall-Page, and the Vanitas genre. This leads to a photoshoot of sombre, monochromatic
compositions, followed by an exploration of Duncan Cameron’s postcard illustrations, which blend layered text and imagery.

The final outcomes are three mixed-media postcards (A3 size), combining drawings, paintings, and collage in response to the theme of ‘Transformations’, informed
by the candidate’s artist investigations.

In order for the submission to move higher within Performance Level 4, Competent and Consistent, the candidate could demonstrate more consistent and sustained
evidence to record and realise their personal ideas across their submission. The candidate is less secure in recording their own ideas that are informed by their
investigations.
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