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Introduction 

Welcome to the GCSE Art & Design exemplar materials. We will continue to add 

new examples of work aimed at covering a range of marks and endorsements. 

We hope they will be useful in helping you to develop your own assessment 

practice, and gain a better grasp of the standard required for each mark shown. 

All the work used is real candidate work and we hope you’ll find it interesting to 

see the variety of work being produced. 

 

This set of materials will focus on the GCSE Graphic Communication 

endorsement and will contain example work from the Externally Set Assignment 

unit. The work shows the creative journey of development and experimentation 

all the way through to final outcome. Alongside this will be comments from the 

Chief Examiner explaining the value of each item included and how this 

contributed to the marks awarded. 

We hope that you find this a useful resource in approaching your assessment 

and delivery of GCSE Art & Design. 
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Unit 2 – Externally Set Assignment 

48 Marks 

This outcome is a response to the theme 

“Ordinary and/or Extraordinary’’ 
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The candidate uses a mind map to consider possible responses to the theme. 
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She considers using ‘Alice in Wonderland’ as a source of inspiration for her 

work. 
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The candidate investigates and responds to collages by Patrick Bremer, a 

video by musician Wouter De Backer (stage name GOTYE) and the work of 

John Baldessari to inform the possible development of her own ideas for the 

theme. 
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She demonstrates that pop-up books could be a possible avenue to be 

explored for development in response to the theme inspired by ‘The Chronicles 

of Narnia’. 



 
GCSE Art & Design Exemplar Materials    13 
Prepared by Atique Akhtar - Authorised by Stephen Asiamah · Issue 2 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Extraordinary thoughts emerge as a possible direction for the candidate as 

makes clear in saying ‘I would like to use the idea of thoughts but do it in 

collage, and use myself so that it is more personal’ 
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The candidate goes on to develop her final response informed by the work of 

Patrick Bremer. 
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Although other possible developments were considered the candidate chose 

not pursue them saying, ‘I tried some compositions involving someone looking 

over my shoulder, this was done in the style of David Bailey......but it still 

looked too crowded’. 
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In the final piece the candidate’s collage combines with text to realise a graphic 

response that highlights the personal significance of extraordinary thoughts. 
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Final mark:  

AO1 - 12, AO2 - 13, AO3 - 12, AO4 – 11 
Total - 48 

 
 


