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Introduction

¢ Reading and Understanding paper (and listening paper) is structured
so that questions set in the target language are in a separate section
from those questions requiring responses in English.

e This paper is also structured so that questions are progressive in
their level of demand with the most demanding question being the
final question in the paper.

e Translation task is progressive in its level of difficulty and is of
appropriate demand at each tier.

Themes

The paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all themes and topics
covered in this qualification specification. Candidates are assessed on their
understanding of standard written Arabic texts based on 5 topics as follows:

(1) Identity and Culture

(2) Local area, holiday and travel

(3) School

(4) Future aspirations, study and work
(5) International and global dimension.

Each of these themes has a number of sub-topics (please refer to the
specification page 9:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/speci
fication-and-sample-assessments/specification-qgcse2017-112-arabic-

issueb.pdf

Question type

This Higher Tier Reading and Understanding in Arabic exam paper is made
up of 10 questions with 50 total marks.

Candidates will respond to multiple-choice questions (MCQ) and open-
response questions and will be required to translate a short text into
English.

All themes and topics must be studied in the context of both the sudents’
home country and that of countries and communities where Arabic is
spoken.

In addition to two literary texts (Q02 and Q04) from a variety of sources,
mainly novels and stories, there is a short text in Arabic for candidates to
translate into English.

(Four questions are common across both tiers including the two target language
questions).


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf

(N.B: Candidates should allow enough time for the translation question with
the recommendation of allowing 10 minutes for this section).

Sections
The paper is divided into three sections as follows:

- Section A: questions are set in English and candidates are
required to answer in English.

- Section B: All questions are set in Target Language (Arabic) and
candidates are required to answer in Arabic.

- Section C: it consists of 1 translation from the Target Languge
(Arabic) into English question.

The vocabulary list
For the Higher paper the vocabulary for both Foundation and Higher tiers
must be studied extensively to enable candidates to understand and

express themselves with reading and understanding authentic material.

Teachers should present and exploit a range of vocabulary relevant to
the themes and topics in the specification.

Note: in this series Non-Vocabulary words were NOT used in the guestion
aper.

Grades distribution (per each question and whole paper):
This Higher Tier question paper targets grades 4 to 9:

- Question 1: targets grade 4

- Question 2: targets grade 5

- Question 3 and 4: target grades 6 and 7
- Question 5 targets grades 7 and 8

- Questions 6: targets grade 9

- Question 7: targets grades 4

- Question 8: targets grade 5

- Question 9: targets grades 8 and 9

- Question 10: targets grades 6 to 9

o Grade profile of papers & rough equivalents to new grading system
o Targets across grades 4to 9
Grade 6 = 17% of paper
Grades 7 to 9 = 50% of paper
Crossover (four questions)
Grades 4 and 5 = 33% of paper



o Equivalence to old grades:
4=C
5=C+/B-
6=B
7=A
8= A*
9=A**

Profile of Cognitive Operations

The questions in this paper are set to test three cognitive operations:
recall, processing and interpreting. The highest number of coginitive
operations in this paper is for processing, followed by interpreting and
then recall. The latter is required for a very small number of
guestions.

o Important note:
The length and level of demand for each stimulus text, and its
respective questions, are based on the targeted grade.

Below is a summary/comments on how this series cohort performed per
each question:

Section A
Candidates required to responed in English

Q01 - (3 marks) crossover with 3F:

In this crossover with 3F question, the level of demand/ context is suitable for
this higher level of candidates targeting grade 4.

The candidates’ performance in this ‘open-response’ question has seen
some excellent responses with some full mark scores.

While part (b) in this question might present challenges, as requires
candidates to apply mainly the processing cognitive operation, this didn’t
prove to be an issue for a good number of candidates.

Candidates performance evaluation:

These are good examples:



An ambitious granamother

1 Read this text about the love of a grandmother for education.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?

(1)
- She Studiod ¥ diMendsens.
(b) Which message did Mrs Amal want to send to the world?
ol (1)
{c) What was her final achievement? o

Weadinn e odsduskon Uethes and the afadvakion het after fecaivion hel univeiSih dease.. . .

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?
(1)
Sha sludiy bakhkac Wad s
(b) Which message did Mrs Amal want to send to the world?
(1)
<
, .?&-CDQ_ . C&DQX b N o.{(u:h s QQ@\QS RSN NI cnaiocias
(c) What was her final achievement?
(1)
(Total for Question 1 = 3 marks)

Here are some examples of candidates’ responses with incorrect answers:
In part (), it was noticeable that some candidates instead of answering:
‘learning (u+,<)with her children’, their answer was: ‘teaching (ax%) her
children/teaching with her’. This rendered their answer wrong. Candidates
need to be accurate when reading the text and look for the keyword(s)
before answering, see example below:




SECTION A
An ambitious grandmother
Read this text about the love of a grandmother for education.

OOCLOC200 20 CO0C200C- 200U ONC AT 0L 0L LR0L QU UL OO IDL YOV 2004 204

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?
(1)

_ Teatwiv® her chidgen

(b) Which message did Mrs Amal want to send to the world?
2}

ot age Shouwdn’t affect your de@ms

(c) What was her final achievement?
(1)

kO vaeat Ane opadusition Wk oy dresd
(Total for Question 1 = 3 marks)




—.—
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SECTIONA ?‘
An ambitious grandmother %
A
4

1 Read this text about the love of a grandmother for education.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?
T{;\M WO s Send M

(b) Which message did Mrs Amal want to send to the world?
(1)
ek older ptople. Lo Otliient a.:u&tlux-g A DS
() What was her final achievement?
W ™
................... UM[{_{W T P T R e e e T R e e TR e L e S S
(Total for Question 1 = 3 marks)

Q02 - (4 marks) crossover with 3F:
This is a ‘literary text’ question, which has seen a good candidates’

performance in this question, with a noticeable number scoring either the full
5 available marks or 4 out the 5 marks.

Candidates performance evaluation:

Examples of good answers are below:



' * MA@ Addapre-defined ar v P —

2 Read the extract from a story about the son of a poor man.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?
m

N S D S R SR R, S R ST T 5 R RS AT TR AR TR TS

{b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?

prepasing o svall oreallfast for the lodd and (s gicker.

(1)
§ (c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?
4 (1)
=

(d) What was the father's concern if his son didn't hurry up?

| that e sdeol would et hane enpugh plac

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

(s sord
o actpt-te by

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?

(1)
SOOI nimn and (s SR orrareast
(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?
(1)
nS_.ou (\Q_Q!
(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?
(1)
.............. cloan £he oy
(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn’t hurry up?
(1)




Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?

. ?'r_ﬁ\v_r'z‘?\ B T\ LY VA W

(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?

(1)

(1)

(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?

(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn’t hurry up?

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

(1)

(1)

On the other hand, few candidates struggled with answering parts (b) & (c),
and gave various incorrect answers.

In part (b) some candidates ‘assumed’ the answer and didn’t refer to the
stimulus text to arrive at the right answer.

In part (c) many candidates’ answers weren’t accurate such as: ‘'make the
boy ready’.

Examples are below:

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?

(1)
(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?

(1)
To  See \nk [ obb=
(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?

(1)
ek B chiideens  cleog —ethy.
(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn’t hurry up?

(1)
Lake jor  Schaer

(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)




Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?
P go)ns b wehe o

‘ﬁ&dmg T, L T hime of brectepar |
(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?

(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?

g Wy ety 3 B
plée.. A

(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn’t hurry up?

(1)
n‘lg o lwou  be. et
~ (Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)
Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?
(1)
. M..M.....nr.e.mﬂng..Dfecm{q{k... S
(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?
(1)
B KSR Y YU TS L' DTS DO
(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?
(1)
preplre sne bog/ae*+mbogrem\3 S
(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn’t hurry up?
(1)
Son
Tl ses wouwdn’t. be Qble 40 Sar. SChoel -
(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

Some candidates answered in Arabic in this section which renders their
answer incorrect even if it is the correct answer in Arabic:



ol * D/A& Addapre-defined ar v —
2 Read the extract from a story about the son of a poor man.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy’s mother doing when his father came home?

(1)
(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?
(1)

(c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?

(1M
(d) What was the father’s concern if his son didn't hurry up?
(1
e pys Wethet heh his Lotber
(Total for Question 2 = 4 marks)

Q03 (Total: 5 marks): This is an open-response question.

Overall, we could say that the candidates’ performance was good in some
parts of this question.

Candidates performance evaluation:

Some excellent responses from candidates performing at grade 6 or 7
which this question targets are below:



(P ealy P D A& Addapre-defined ann v

3 Read the following report about the opinions of these people working or studying at
an Arab university on the state of the Arabic language.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write full sentences.

(a) What reason does Mohammad give for the unsatisfactory use of the
Arabic language?

(1
th.be.m?..,ﬂ.n&.} et 10 Hhe aabic | T 1T
{b) Why isn't Farouq worried about the preference of young Arabs for using
foreign languages?
(1)

6_emm¢_:tkjmfmhagc ..... el i inCreaics alnb.nu;glm?b?dn? .....

(c) What does Ebtisam think about her Arabic language level before joining
the university?
(1)

She dida’t learn arablc m-}he.nah}_um?

h
&




4 P ey * M A& Addapre-defined ann v -.__

—
P 2
#

(d) What does Samiyah think needed to be done to improve the level of students
in Arabic?

m

é.fuauue oot Yheir Wealtaers ,,%hm.....&hw...:iﬂm.{am Sppling_ avehic

(e} Why is Ahmed optimistic that the students’ knowledge of Arabic will improve?

(1)
—pfre- +herp i,rfhPF g{ﬂ‘mm_._ Mt has been yenewed (n
[anivinties ‘”10'\4' b‘”" |Imr fe %frlr {Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)
level in o

e R e B 3 A e M A A IR T



Add a pre-defined ann v

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write full sentences.

{a) What reason does Mohammad give for the unsatisfactory use of the
Arabic language?
(1)

Al P potie ace wet Ceambindent o~ fuiey (anguase..

(b) Why isn't Farouq worried about the preference of young Arabs for using
foreign languages?

(1)
Becomse b ase ok AvablC  (angusge gl (5 |MCtesgug

(c) What does Ebtisam think about her Arabic language level before joining
the university?
(1)

Swe hidwl leaen  AcubiC be ClGuE oy,




A« » on Yy *MM|A|& Adda pre-defined ann v @ Recct Zoom

-. -

(d) What does Samiyah think needed to be done to improve the level of students
in Arabic?

(1)
_fe see dw dhudent eaMmess  (n  sPaultday e (ot

(e) Why is Ahmed optimistic that the students’ knowledge of Arabic will improve?
(1)

Getasse e o) wes hewelle ok WAL ke i Lael?
ool s b [angeade: WAL ke ey Lag(P

__(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

R R s

R R TR A

On the other hand, many candidates performing at below grade 6 or 7 which
this question targets, found, especially, 3(d) & 3(e) challenging.

This type of question requires certain level of processing and interpreting
cognitive operations skills.

Matching the name to the right statement is a straighforward step, but
processing or interpreting their statement requires a regular and good level
of practice to develop the right cognitive operation skills.

Examples:
Part (d): It was observed that many candidates’ responses were deemed

incorrect due to missing the key phrase: ‘didn’t learn’ (a=3l &) and instead
respsonded with: ‘didn’t speak Arabic’, ‘didn’t know Arabic’, ‘wasn’t good in



Arabic’.
] elal 2l 2l =] Al 8] | add a pre-defined ann v o —

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write full sentences.

(a) What reason does Mohammad give for the unsatisfactory use of the

Arabic language?
(m

(b) Why isn't Farouq worried about the preference of young Arabs for using

foreign languages?
(1

st 75 ikrane Sigp e abpIC e (L
/hcfeuJ/,\%

(c) What does Ebtisam think about her Arabic language level before joining

the university?
1)

Rezase She st 007 B G

ala4e.

Examples for parts (d & e):

While the candidates managed to answer (a), (b) and (c) correctly, they
found d & e challenging. The answers/information for (d) and (e) the
candidate provided are either non-related (d) or a form of misunderstandng
(e) of the corresponding section of the stimulus text.



(| eal ? @ A& Adapre-defined ann v —
The value of Arabic

3 Read the following report about the opinions of these people working or studying at
an Arab university on the state of the Arabic language.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write full sentences.

(a) What reason does Mohammad give for the unsatisfactory use of the
Arabic language?
(1)

X OAEARACE i ang ) AnNguage

(b) Why isn't Farouq worried about the preference of young Arabs for using
foreign languages?

(1)
L AS A Bent esr leng au AR imPedone o graloiC. moeedes

(c) What does Ebtisam think about her Arabic language level before joining
the university?
(1)

(d) What does Samiyah think needed to be done to improve the level of students
in Arabic?

m

(e) Why is Ahmed optimistic that the students’ knowledge of Arabic will improve?
(1)

(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

Another aspect in this respect, candidates misinterpreted the keyword
‘program’ ((z<4_» and mentioned ‘course’ as per the example below:



4 » only *M A& Addapre-defined ann v @

L 2 .

(d) What does Samiyah think needed to be done to improve the level of students
in Arabic?

ORDLNN. WA e w D AN ARV .
(e) Why is Ahmed optimistic that the students’ knowledge of Arabic will improve?

id oy M

0] __inereadey. Makd (. oxodois  LnowAioige,.
(Total for Question 3 = 5 marks)

Q04 - (5 marks): This multiple-choice ‘literary text’ question has seen some
excellent candidates’ performance with a noticeable number of candidates
scoring the full available 5 marks.

It is typical when candidates face some difficulty in fully understanding the
stimulus text to result in candidates resorting to ‘guess work’ in some of their
answers.

This was noticeable with answering 4(i) when candidates selected (c)
instead of the right answer (a): " 4x& o) sy 13l oy Y
(c) is the distractor in this question.



(i) When he felt the rod pulling, the boy ...

- - :l ' A was not sure what to do

- “E_B_:i_ez:lged to Ieava'ue ﬂshmg de -
— E c 2. fident of o
- EI_;HIH;;;;;;;J@afnend to help hlm

This applies to 4(v), when candidates selected (c) instead of the right

answer (@) too. The specific part in the text in this question targets: s =i WS
) Aadad aed 8 LlAd o g Al

{v} The struggling fish

EI B hacl varmus colours

L | A remindedthe boyofan accident he had. \/
|
|
|
[
|

D remmded h|m ofa pet f“sh he had

Q05 - (6 marks): This question is a mixture of ‘fill-in-the-blanks’ (Q05a-d)
and open-response (Q05e-f) question.

Although this question appears to be a challenging one for some
candidates, especially in 5(e) & 5(f), the candidates’ performance was, on
average, good.

Candidates performance evaluation:

QO05a-d:

These are examples of candidates’ responses which are all correct and
scored the full mark for this section of the question:



Complete the following sentences with the correct information.

{a) The area was called ‘moon valley' because its land is W{l\/’ to
that of the moon.

(b) Sclentists decided to calla ... after the name of this valley.
{c) The valley was VW“{ one of the world's natural heritage sites.
{d) This area Is good for watching

Complete the following sentences with the correct information,

LY L]
(@) The area was called ‘'moon valley' because its land is . 5 ! M.&.‘“‘.’Z ........ to
that of the moon.
(k) Scientists decided to call a .. le‘»"—"@*' .............. . after the name of this valley.

() The valley was .. \.02 ek ..%.  one of the world's natural heritage sites.

(d) This area is good forwatching S ¥ 7 - at night.

1)

{1)

(1)

m

(1

{1

(n

(1)

Observations of the candidates’ responses show that most candidates had
difficulty in giving the correct answer for Q05c. Very few candidates gave

the correct answer: ‘listed’.

Complete the following sentences with the correct information.

(a) The area was called ‘moon valley’ because its land is Sl
that of the moon.

(b) Scientists decided tocalla . M after the name of this valley.

(¢) The valley was MAM.- one of the world’s natural heritage sites.

(d) This area is good for watching 'bs«, Stoad at night.

. to

(1)

(1)

(n

(1



This candidate has provided all the correct answers except for (d), ‘birds’ is
incorrect and the correct answer is ‘stars’. The keyword the question is
‘watching’.

Complete the following sentences with the correct information.

{a) The area was called ‘moon valley’ because its land is S;ﬂ'l.]“..'f..
that of the moon.

'IE\W.-.E}{ W o f

(b} Scientists decided to call a LR after the name of this valley.

(c) The valley was one of the world's natural heritage sites.

s
{d) This area is good for watching VG"LL‘L:{Y at night.

QO05e-f:
Examples of candidates’s responses:

These candidates got both parts correct.

Answer the following questions about the above text in English.

(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?
(1)

2 olovrs: rd, WK powen

(1

n

(1}

(1)

(1)

(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)




Answer the following questions about the above text in English.
(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?

(1)
& O
F‘nc = cornouc. (nase [ Reoch ﬁamw\r\\

(f) What does this place turn into in certain seasons of the year?
(1)

Yon@ant 100 D29 fu mnmsacayine, oo S
o Y Aresea el . -
TNOT are \orhuweey AERCO BOG . (Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

Answer the following questions about the above text in English.

(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?

LA i
AS "L —H—-\-ﬁé—“"\‘l‘ 1"-""""""""‘4""'?:#"

(f) What does this place turn into in certain seasons of the year?
pGirake (1)

Q PlQﬁf H«al ‘)\,mlj Can ]—:uc\ L’Ul“"-"“ Ar(‘-ce °J e-.sJeJoP-g_

(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

'I:hese are examples of candidates’ responses where they missed the
correct answer either in (e) or (f) or in both (e) & (f):

This candidate answered (e) correctly but doesn’t seem to have fully
understood the text and/or the question:



Answer the following questions about the above text in English.

(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?
(n

s R Colow(S  amatt highgt Mounein

w ol
(f) What does this place turn into in certain seasons of the year?

(1

(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

This candidate ansered (e) correctly too, but would have got (f) correct if
‘birds’ (L) was used in their answer instead of ‘animals’ :

Answer the following questions about the above text in English.

(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?
(1)

‘%:\;—) s G € ) ceok ook iown colouss -

(f) What does this place turn into in certain seasons of the year?

{1
)AT Po\‘\-\/\ udsce tfox\f%\\ﬁfk% canitnanls @55

(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

e R e g R S P R PR

This candidate missed both parts. In (e) the candidate didn’t give more
detail, they had a good attempt though. In (f) it seems that it was ‘guess
work/assupmtion’. The ‘tourist attraction’ was many candidates’ response.

?

Answer the following questions about the above text in English.

(e) What makes the mountains of this valley significant?

(m
..... T iy opley. How thy foor.
(f) What does this place turn into in certain seasons of the year?
(1

Towrse  ateraceon.

(Total for Question 5 = 6 marks)

R S S R S A A TR R TTE LA T
C




Q06 - (5 marks): This question is a grade 9 in its entirety. It is divided into
two parts: a multipl- choice part for 3 marks and an open-response part for 2
marks.

Candidates performance evaluation:

The candidates’ performance in 6(a), which is a multiple-choice question
(MCQ) varied, but many candidates demonstrated a good understanding of
the stimulus text to respond to this part of the question.

Many candidates were awarded the full 3 available marks:
(a) What does the news report say?

Put & in each of the three correct boxes.
(3)

Example: The festival was held in Tunisia. =
A This was a worldwide event. X/
B Digital publishing affected the production of paper magazines. F‘
C Magazines which received awards were from three countries only. X
D One of the participating journalists received an award. (X
E Some magazines received awards for their good photography. X
F The festival included an exhibition of special editions of ¢
some magazines.
G Both Arab and foreign journalists received recognition for their work. E3




(a) What does the news report say?
Put & in each of the three correct boxes,

(3)
Example: The festival was held in Tunisia. L
A This was a worldwide event.
B Digital publishing affected the production of paper magazines. =
C Magazines which received awards were from three countries only. X
D One of the participating journalists received an award.
E Some magazines received awards for their good photography. =
F The festival included an exhibition of special editions of =
some magazines.
G Both Arab and foreign journalists received recognition for their work.
(a) What does the news report say?
Put & in each of the three correct boxes.
(3)
Example: The festival was held in Tunisia. LY
A This was a worldwide event.
B Digital publishing affected the production of paper magazines. &
C Magazines which received awards were from three countries only. ®
D One of the participating journalists received an award. a8
E Some magazines received awards for their good photography. a
F The festival included an exhibition of special editions of I~
some magazines.
G Both Arab and foreign journalists received recognition for their work, X




These candidates (below), and many others, have mistakenly considered
‘thanking’ as ‘receiving an award’ and selected (D) as correct. The awards

were only given to three magazines and not individuals.

(a) What does the news report say?

Put B in each of the three correct boxes.

(3)
Example: The festival was held in Tunisia. X
A This was a worldwide event. X
B Digital publishing affected the production of paper magazines.
C Magazines which received awards were from three countries only. =
D One of the participating journalists received an award, 2
E Some magazines received awards for their good photography. X
F The festival included an exhibition of special editions of B
some magazines.
G Both Arab and foreign journalists received recognition for their work. @,




(a) What does the news report say?

Put & in each of the three correct boxes.
(3)

Example: The festival was held in Tunisia.

.1

A This was a worldwide event.

B Digital publishing affected the production of paper magazines. X

C Magazines which received awards were from three countries only.

D One of the participating journalists received an award.

B’ | W

E Some magazines received awards for their good photography.

F The festival included an exhibition of special editions of X
some magazines.
G Both Arab and foreign journalists received recognition for their work. B

In the open response part, candidates’ performance in Q06b was of a
mixture, however a lesser number of candidates gave the correct answer for
(b) while we have seen a better candidates’ performace in (c):

6b:
These are samples of good answers:
Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
L)

Q‘)’ Ko/~ forbic. by, G mony Yea L n Coblshng Seriaus
| kerhnre. o g :

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1

hr  thier pgarficipetion fir th/ﬁ/a./,feq/\

§ Answer the following questions in English.

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1)

el Onieuomanncs .




Other examples with incorrect answers:

One of the common incorrect answers given by candidates for (b) was
‘photography’

P %ns&ery the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
m

for IR ™St pnotogsQeny

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1)

Also, many cadidates gave general answers about the magazine’s ‘good
work’. Others submitted blank answers.
Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1)

-Hl.!;z eandlrlh HV\\\‘-U
¥ L)

IOOCDIOCISCOOOOOOOIHDODC

= vy

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1)

Ty W&  Puecattnn

Answer the following questions in English.

(b) What was the main reason the magazines received the awards?
(1)

of Jae Consmeny WDOCk hev et efFOde




6cC:

(c) What was special about the women's magazine mentioned in this news report?

(1)

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)

(c) What was special about the women’s magazine mentioned in this news report?

(Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)

J“U‘# "\"Uf\{‘!s"'i DA MO SmRing wneng J‘.L.,“_Q 5w PN wm::f\%

AT T ey, )
(c) What was special about the women'’s magazine mentioned in this news report?
(m

I‘PW%‘F‘LL )ﬁf‘ti*- fﬁf*\al’- Fnsron Tk

{Total for Question 6 = 5 marks)

Section B

Q07- crossover with 3F (5 marks): This in a multiple-choice-question

(MCQ).

Candidates performance evaluation:

It was clear that this cohort candidates perfomed very well in this target
language multiple-choice question.

A good number of candidates scored the full 5 available marks and many
others scored 4 marks.

The common incorrect answers were for:
- QO7i. this question requires the use of the processing cognitive
operation, some candidates selected (i): e b & =l bl



25 Ak v;._ﬁ-b'-.:u. L A K
VR It ,.Tj";..ul.,.)'....; B L]
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il o8 W S ol B O
T

- QO7v: ltis an ‘interpreting’ question. In the stimulus text states: ialud) ok iy 2 o<
"Ll ow B 58 5(he started learning to swim at the age of six). The correct answer is
(A): ik s 5 il 1y (he started training when he was a child).

ol a1 (v)
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oSt 2l (v)
.;_'_ll-ﬂh-'lf?l.,-l_, u_.-._r)—kﬂ'l.i...-'l.g ; D
'-;5;’?‘-5' Pl r"“" B

]
Loy u,dJ'L-...-...'I )5;..'1&5 la= € | ¢
L]

S - e

L.,a._.r 4.«_,La.||-u._:., ‘.L!Luﬁiu;'—bu D!

S A (v)
ll_i..ﬂ' ;.ﬁ-! Semnd __4“_| I-J\-' .A. Ij
.\-__5'} il "‘L-..-..-.l _._.,,.,,.. B H
i ledl sl Sl JLﬂ - C D
Lyl glall o Byl 3 202 D [

Q08 - crossover with 3F (5 marks): This question fill-in-the-blanks’ Target
Language question,

Candidates performance evaluation:

As in previous series, a good number of candidates managed to score the
full 5 available marks or 4 marks. However, on the other hand, there was a
number of candidates who didn’t perform as well, with scores of 1 or 0. A
very small number of candidates submitted blank response.

A common misundertanding in this question is related to part (a). The
candidates answered ~<=instead of 4L, The answer is related to 4L, as
her films deal with: Lxisa Juati Zelaial LLad, while  ~=has been driven by
her family’s situation to work in cinema.

Good examples:
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(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)

(a)

(b)

(

(d)

(e)
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(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)
ilent) sda e e W flae J o e oYl STl Sl e S S
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i et e sy i Jy B e o
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(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)

In the example below, the candidate didn’t follow the rubric, which instructs
them to choose from the names: 2 ¢ s>uadlili ca ) |



The candidate chose to use the surname instead of the first name. This
candidate was not penalised and was awarded the full mark. However, it is
essential for candidates to follow the rubric.

A sda e YW Tekes J mlandl on Dol STl LN oo 18 85 LaS
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(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)

Other examples where candidates didn’t perform as well:
This candidate scored 1 mark for (a).

e ada e 4la W Thas 3 el o ol o S LD oIS ST S
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(Total for Question B = 5 marks)
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(Total for Question 8 = 5 marks)
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(c)
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The candidate below didn’t understand the task.
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 15 MARKS

It is important for candidates to be given the opportunty to practise this type of
questions, where a matching of the statement to a name is a skill which can be
developed through practising. It is important for candidates not to randomly
select the name, which usually results in a 0 score. Also, to understand that
they need to select one of the names and not fill the blank with random

words from the text.

Q09 - (5 marks): This is an open-response Target Language question.
There is an impressive candidates’ performance in this question with very
good attempts by candidates.




Candidates performance evaluation:

A large number of candidates answered (b), (c) and one part of (d),
correctly.

Regarding part (a), a noticeable number of candidates seem to have
misunderstood the question. The word _:sl (effect) is the keyword to giving
the correct answer. The candidates answered what looks like a question
that asks about the ‘reasons’ for migrating from rural areas to cities.
Regarding part (d), candidates are required to mention two points about the
future of people’s nutrition system ()&ass of ¢S 13k Sdaiuall & S Guldl) Uail |
However, a large number of candidates wrote about using less water.

Examples:
The following examples score the full 5 marks:
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(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

In this example apart from part (a) the candidate answered all the rest of the
guestions correctly.
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(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)
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In this second example, the candidate answered all the questions fully
except for (d); the candidate gave a correct answer to one point only scoring
1 out of the 2 available marks for (d).
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(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

In the example below the candidate scored the full 5 marks.
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(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

Below examples of responses with low level of performance:
Example one: scored 2 marks
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Example two: scored 1 mark
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(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

Section C

010- translation (7marks):




Some good performance by many candidates, with scores of a noticeable
number of candidates scoring the full 7 available marks, 6 marks or 5
marks. However, there was a number of candidates who struggled with the
translation of the Arabic text into English with respones either incomplete,
full of gaps, or blank.

There were candidates’ responses which basically are irrelavent to the
stimulus text in the form of free writing or are written in Arabic (Examples
below).

Candidates performance evaluation:

Very good example:
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In this example, the candidate mistranslated many words ( <! b (cars)
as L= (Syria). The whole translation doesn’t reflect the stimulus text.
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This candidate answered with writing a story in Arabic. Obviously, this
candidate wasn’t prepared for this task.
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Conclusion and advice:

- As mentioned in the introduction, the exam paper will cover all topics
and this means it is very important for candidates to familiarise
themselves with all the topics and themes of this qualifcation
specification. It was noticed that candidates need to be more familiar
with Theme 5: the Environment issues topic.

- Candidates should be very familiar with the vocabulary list (for both
Foundation and Higher tiers) as all questions would contain these
words in them; sometimes these words will act as the ‘keyword’ and
will help the candidate with understanding the question and
subsequently with the answer too.

- Candidates need to be able to employ the three cognitive operations:
recall, processing and interpreting. As explained above, processing
followed by interpreting are the highest cognitive operations required
to answer the questions.

- As expected, candidates performed better in multiple-choic questions
compared to open-response questions. More emphasis should be put
on practising and famliarising candidates with working with open-
response type of questions.

- To avoid losing marks, candidates should be made aware of the
techniques of answering the multiple-choice questions, i.e. cross only
the number of answers they were asked to give (not to cross less and
nor more). This especially applies to QO6a.

- It seems that this cohort has improved their responses in the three
target language questions (Q07, Q08 & Q09), which leads to a feeling
that the candidates are making progress with their preparation for this
type of question, but more work is needed.

- Candidates need to be sitting mock tests well ahead of the
formal exam. This is strongly advisable to establish strengths
and weaknesses/gaps and work on those with their teachers in
good time.

- Candidates should be made aware that there are two literary text
based questions (Q02 and Q04). These literary texts are from
published literary sources, such as novels, stories etc.
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