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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 

mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must 

be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 

than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 

may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  

Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according to 

the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader 

must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it with an alternative response. 



GCSE Arabic Foundation tier  
 

Paper 3 Mark scheme  

 
 

SECTION A 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(a) Zakariah (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) Zeinab (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(c) Zakariah (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(d) Marwa (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(e) Faris (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1(f) Marwa (1) 

 
 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(a) house (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(b) vegetables (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(c) guests (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(d) money (1) 

 

 



 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2(e) quickly (1) 

 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(a)(i) chess (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(a)(ii) twenty  
Accept: 
 20 (1) 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

3(a)(iii) famous Arab sportsmen/athletes  
Accept: 
sportsmen/athletes (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(b)(i) primary (school/level)  
Accept: 
year 2  (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

3(b)(ii) second (1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4(i) The only correct answer is D – hungry.  
 

B - ‘happy’ is incorrect.  

C - ‘sleepy’ is incorrect.  
D - ‘hungry’ is incorrect.  (1) 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

4(ii) The only correct answer is B – sitting in 

the garden.  
 
A – ‘waiting on the balcony’ is incorrect.  
C – ‘waiting at the front door’ is incorrect.  
D – ‘sleeping in her room’ is incorrect.  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4(iii) The only correct answer is D – came out 
into the garden.  

 

A – ‘was busy speaking on the phone’ is 
incorrect.  
B – ‘called them through the window’ is 
incorrect.  
C – ‘stayed inside waiting’ is incorrect.  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4(iv) The only correct answer is C – like an 
imaginary bride.  
 

A – ‘with sadness on her face’ is incorrect.  
B – ‘like she was in a hurry to go inside the 
house’ is incorrect.  
D – ‘as if she had got news for the guest’ is 
incorrect.  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

4(v) The only correct answer is A – wanted 
his daughter to be happy.  

 
B – ‘was hurrying everyone on’ is incorrect.  
C – ‘looked tired after cooking a big meal’ is 
incorrect.  
D – ‘told stories about his work colleagues’ is 

incorrect.  (1) 



Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(a) studying with her children/ started studying 

with her children (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

5(b) age shouldn’t affect people’s ambitions (1) 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

5(c) university degree 
Accept: 
achieved her dream (1) 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(a) preparing breakfast (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(b) hungry/feeling hungry  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(c) (to) clean/wash the boy  (1) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

6(d) Accept one of the following: 
- they will be late arriving at school 

- there will not be spaces/places left 
(1) 



SECTION B 
 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(a)  (1) دولي 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

7(b)   (1) تضر 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

7(c) (1) الأكثر 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

7(d)  (1) غير كافية 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

7(e) (1) رئيسي 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(i)  .نشاط رياضي فـي بلد عربـي  A □ 
مباريات كأس العالـم فـي كرة القدم.      B □ 

The only correct answer is C: نشاط   
 ألعاب رياضية عالـمي. 

□ 

نشاط ترفيهي.  D  □ 
 

(1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(ii)   أقل من عشر سنوات سن.  A □ 
التاسعة عشر من عمرها.   B □ 
عمر.  الالثانية والعشرين من   C □ 

 The only correct answer is D: سن  أقل  
 من السادسة عشر. 

□ 

 

(1) 

 

 
 



Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(iii)  هي ثاني  إمرأة مصرية تحصل على  ميدالية ذهبية A  
 بالكارتية. 

□ 

  The only correct answer is B:   سبقت
 جميع اللاعبات المصريات في هذا الإنجاز. 

□ 

كررت إنجازها للمرة الثانية على التوالي.   C □ 
لعاب أخرى في هذه البطولة.شاركت بأ  D □ 

 

(1) 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

8(iv)  .نال إعجاب جـميع  الـمشاهدين A □ 
 The only correct answer is B: حصل   

 على أول ميدالية لقاراّته.  
□ 

ترك الألعاب بسبب إصابة خطيـرة في قدمه.   C □ 
حصل على أول ميدالية لِمصر فـي هذه الألعاب.  D □ 

 

 (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

8(v)       The only correct answer is A:  بدأ
 التدريب وهو طفل. 

□ 

اشتـرك بِسباق الـجري .     B □ 
حصل على الـمركز السادس بالسباحة.   C □ 
شارك فـي مسابقة تنس الطاولة أيضاً.   D □ 

 (1) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

9(a)  نائلة 
 

(1) 

 

Question Answer Mark 



number 

9(b)  (1) ريم 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(c)  (1) هل 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(d)  (1) ضحى 

 

Question 
number 

Answer Mark 

9(e)  (1) نائلة 



SECTION C 
 

Question 
number 

Indicative content Mark 

راً. فـي عيد ميلادي هذه السنة، أهدتني أمي قطة  ـأحبُّ القطط كثي 10
هتمام بالقطط عبـر  لار عن اـصغيرة بيضاء اللون. تعلّمتُ الكثي

كلّ  ولقد حضَّرنا   القطة بـها. تلعب  ة لعُب  حتـى عدّ  اشتـريتُ  الإنتـرنيت.
    لـها. اً دافئ  اً صغيـر  ة منزلاً وخاصّ  ـت،قط  احتاجهـت الأشياء الت 

 
I like cats a lot. On my birthday this year, my 
mother gave me a white kitten (small cat). I 
learned a lot about how to take care of cats 
on the internet. I bought several toys so the 
kitten (cat) can play with them. We have 
prepared everything my kitten (cat) needs, 
especially a small warm house.  

 

(7) 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 No rewardable communication. 

1–2 Only isolated sentences or phrases are communicated. 
There are frequent errors and omissions in the translation that prevent 

meaning being conveyed. 

3–4 The meaning of the passage is partially communicated. 

Some errors in the translation prevent meaning being conveyed, e.g. 
frequent use of incorrect words, omitted phrases, incorrect tenses. 

5–6 The meaning of the passage is mostly communicated. 
Occasional errors affect the flow or clarity of the translation, e.g. incorrect 

words, omitted words, inexact syntax. 

7 The meaning of the passage is fully communicated. 

Any errors do not detract from the overall flow or clarity of the translation. 
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