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Introduction

¢ Reading and Understanding paper (and listening paper) is structured
so that questions set in the target language are in a separate section
from those questions requiring responses in English.

e This paper is also structured so that questions are progressive in
their level of demand with the most demanding question being the
final question in the paper.

e Translation task is progressive in its level of difficulty and is of
appropriate demand at each tier.

Themes

e The paper draws on vocabulary and structures across all themes and
topics covered in this qualification specification. Candidates are
assessed on their understanding of standard written Arabic texts
based on 5 topics as follows:

(1) Identity and Culture

(2) Local area, holiday and travel

(3) School

(4) Future aspirations, study and work
(5) International and global dimension.

Each of these themes has a humber of sub-topics (please refer to the
specification page 9:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/speci
fication-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-112-arabic-

issueb.pdf

N.B: All topics and themes must be studied in the context of both the
sudents’ home country and that of countries and communities where Arabic

Is spoken.

Question type

This Foundation Tier Reading and Understanding in Arabic exam paper is
made up of 10 questions with 50 total marks.

Candidates will respond to multiple-choice questions (MCQ) and open-
response questions and will be required to translate a short text into
English.

All themes and topics must be studied in the context of both the sudents’
home country and that of countries and communities where Arabic is
spoken.

In addition to two literary texts (Q04 and QO06) from a variety of sources,
mainly novels and stories, there is a short text in Arabic for candidates to
translate into English.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Arabic/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/specification-gcse2017-l12-arabic-issue5.pdf

(Four questions are common across both tiers including the two target language
questions)

(N.B: Candidates should allow enough time for the translation question with
the recommendation of allowing 10 minutes for this section).

Sections
The paper is divided into three sections:

- Section A: questions are set in English and candidates are
required to answer in English.

- Section B: questions are set in the Arabic Target Language and
candidates are reguired to answer in Arabic.

- Section C: consists of 1 translation text from Arabic into English
guestion.

Vocabulary list
The vocabularly list at Foundation Tier must be studied extensively to
enable candidates to undestand and express themselves with themes,

reading and understanding authentic material.

Teachers should present and exploit a range of vocabulary relevant to
the themes and topics in the specification.

Note: in this series Non-Vocabulary words were NOT used in the guestion
aper.

Grades distribution (per each question and whole paper):
This Foundation Tier question paper targets grades 1 to 5:

- Question 1: targets grade 1

- Questions 2 and 3(a): target grade 2
- Questions 3(b) and 4 : target grade 3
- Question 4 targets grades 4

- Questions 5 and 6: target grade 5

- Question 7: targets grades 3,4 and 5
- Question 8: targets grade 4

- Question 9: targets grade 5

- Question 10: targets grades1 to 5

Questions 5,6, 8 and 9 are crossover questions with the Higher Tier
question paper.

Profile of Cognitive Operations



The questions in this paper are set to test three cognitive operations:
recall, processing and interpreting. The highest number of coginitive
operations in this paper is for processing, followed by interpreting and
then recall. The latter is required for a very small number of
questions.

o Important note:
The length and level of demand for each stimulus text, and its
respective questions, are based on the targeted grade.

Below is a summary of how this series cohort performed per each
guestion:

Section A

Q01 (6 marks - Grade 1): The candidates’ performance in this ‘fill-in-the-blanks’
guestion can be described as a very good performance. There was a significant
number of candidates who scored the 6 or 5 of the available marks. There were the
odd 0 scores which indicates, on the whole, that this question was, at various
levels, accessible to the majority of candidates.

Candidates performance evaluation:

1 a-c:



Sport activity
1 Read what each of these people is saying.

What is each person saying? Enter either Zeinab, Zakariah, Faris or Marwa. You can
use a name more than once,

Example: Zemab likes sport.
@) .. zZAKasb............. runs at the weekend. /

(1)
) .zZZ'nab....... unsinthe park./

(1
() ,W..‘E,q.Ka,ﬁ:&.ﬁh...,,.... would like to win a race, /

(1

What is each person saying? Enter either Zeinab, Zakariah, Faris or Marwa. You can
use a name more than once.

likes sport,

Example: Zgj_mb
(@) Z.&Kr&flﬂd\ runs at the weekend. l/
)

(b) 'Z'e'ﬂa“-b runs in the park. \/
(1)
1
(©) Zﬂk‘\art “l\ would like to win a race. /

What is each person saying? Enter either Zeinab, Zakariah, Faris or Marwa. You can
use a hame more than once,

Example: ... 280 jikessport

@ ... "'LC&W:C.L'W runs at the weekend.

/ m
(b) ’C&Ena.’é, runs in the park.

(M
() ;&(Lg would like to win a race. )Q

14



What is each person saying? Enter either Zeinab, Zakariah, Faris or Marwa. You can
use a name more than once,

Example: ... Zeinab likes sport.

@ ... TW&L'V‘- runs at the weekend. \/
(1)

(b) ’L@,En&&, runs in the park.
(1)
(c) g:(k(ﬂ')‘ would like to win a race. ><

What is each person saying? Enter either Zeinab, Zakariah, Faris or Marwa. You can
use a name more than once.

Example: Zemnb likes sport.

o FUNS at the weekend. \/
(1}
.. runs in the park,

(1)

© ....t%n: A.lo...... would like to win a race. 7\
1%

1d-f:
(d) "\‘\ﬂ\p‘ﬁ\ .................. runs with a member of the family. '/
(1)
(e) F““S has been practising running for some time. / o
(f) m"hl(k. exercises in the evening. \/ o
@ ... MO0\ runs with a member of the family. \/ "

(e) F A has been practising running for some time. \/
(1)

(f) ..M WI . exercises in the evening. \/
(1)



p

(e) ... ar) o has been practising running for some time.

f) .. Moy wea exercises in the evening. \/

(d) Mrmgyo\ runs with a member of the family. \/

(&) . 8% has been practising running for some time, \/

(m
(f) 2O YO exercises in the evening. >\

(1)

Q02 (5 marks - Grade 2):

This is a question with a ‘cloud with 12 option words’ for candidates to
choose from to fill in the missing word in the sentence.

Some excellent candidates’ performance in this question, a good number
scoring either the full 5 available marks or 4 or 3 out of the 5 marks, which is
consistent with the previous series.

There was a common mistake in (b) as a result of candidates using the distractor
word: ‘fruit’ instead of the correct word: ‘vegetables’.

(1

Candidates performance evaluation:

2 a-C:



Helping at home
! Read this text about a boy helping his mother with shopping.

Complete the gap in each sentence using a word or phrase from the box below.
There are more words than gaps.

help house—— strangers salt
vegetabtes— ~froney slowly
fruit better school guests—
Example: Tariq’s mother asked for his help
(a) The shop is near Tarig's heaust /
(1)
(b) His mother sent him to buy \h&%@ aeS
(1)
() The family will be having dinner with some .....Q4 esys
Complete the gap in each sentence using a word or phrase from the box below.
There are more words than gaps.
help house strangers salt
quickly vegetables money slowly
fruit better school guests

Example: Tariq's mother asked forhis. . help

(@) The shop is near Tariq’s 130‘“-}:! \

(1)
(b) His mother sent him to buy ../ 38 ohfe) l/

(1)
(c) The family will be having dinner with some f)we!lﬂ/

fan



Complete the gap in each sentence using a word or phrase from the box below.
There are more words than gaps.

help house strangers salt

quickly vegetables money slowly

fruit better school guests
help

Example: Tariq's mother asked for his ............

(a) The shop is nearTarIqu@Mge /

(1)
(b) His mother sent him to buy VW—‘Q'@S [/

(1)
() The family will be having dinner with some ... 0 (04 7(

f11

Candidates should be made aware to not use words which are not in the stimulus
text.

-omplete the gap in each sentence using a word or phrase from the box below.
"here are more words than gaps.

heip house strangers salt

quickly vegetables money slowly

fruit better school guests
help

ixample: Tariq’s mother asked for his
a) The shop is near Tariq's ...... House \/

(1)
b) His mother sent him to buy be\‘\* e
7~ "
¢) The family will be having dinner with some C\wg—S — \/
i1

2d-e:

Similar to the 2a-c, with the excpetion of few, the candidates’s performance is very
good too.

(d) Tariq took ..MeNEY) . from his mother. \/
(1)
(e) Tariq went back home .4 w1 €11 /

m

P R AP PSPPI




(d) Tariq took ....... [V Ly from his mother. \/

(1)
(€) Tariq went back home ... A A L& % . \/

(1)

(d) Tariq took ......._jAA. wULUJ _________ from his mother.

(e) Tarig went back home ............ ‘“Ub‘“iﬂ ....... K
51

Q03(a) - Grade 2 & 003(b) - Grade 3 (Total: 5 marks): This is an open
response question divided into two parts with two connected texts.

Candidates performance evaluation:

Many candidates found this question challenging in this paper. Generally,
candidates appear to have found QO03(i) one of the challenging parts. It appears
that candidates are not familiar with the word & s (chess).

Please familiarise candidates with the Foundation Tier vocabulary list across all
themes/topics.

Similarly, there was a noticeable number of candidates who found 3a(Gii)
challenging. Examples of candidates’ answers for Q03a(ii) were: ‘fans’ , ‘families’,
‘judges’, which are obviously incorrect answers.

Part Q03(b) is focusing on understanding cordinal numbers (34 and S,
While a noticeable number managed to answer 3b(ii) correctly, 3b(i) proved to be
challenging for many candidates.

3(a & b):

Examples of good responses:



Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in
full sentences.

(i) Which game was the competition for? /

(b) The text continues:

(i) Which school level did the female winner attend?
(1)

(i) Which place did Iraq get in the final result?

(1)




Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in
full sentences,

(i) Which game was the competition for?

m
G- (heds . \/

(i) What was the age of the oldest players? /
(1)

..................................................................................... a . Aeots. Lol o

(iii) In addition to the players, who else attended the competition?

(b) The text continues:

(i) Which school level did the female winner attend?
(1)

(i) Which place did Iraq get in the final result?

Second

(1

Other various examples:




A sporting competition
} (a) Read the following report about a sporting competition.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in
full sentences.

(i) Which game was the competition for?

e i) Goame. >< spes

(il) What was the age of the oldest players?

(1)

R N(Z_o_gfar,fa/a{ 1

(iii) In addition to the players, who else attended the competition?

 temee S A a reeb Sfavts

{b) The text continues:

(i) Which school level did the female winner attend?

(1)

O ConAALY . SN0

(i) Which place did Iraq get in the final result?

R TTON

(1




Q04 (5 marks - Grade 3): The overall candidates’ performance in this multiple-
choice ‘literary text’ question was acceptable and the candidates’ scores varied,
with few scoring the full available 5 marks. However, a noticeable number of
candidates scored 2 or 3 marks out of the 5 available marks.

4(i) was one of the most correctly answered part in this question.

Q05 - crossover with 3H (3 marks - Grade 4): Candidates’ performance in this
guestion have seen an improvement compared to previous series.

Candidates performance evaluation:

One of the common mistakes is related to 5(a). There was a misunderstanding of
the word “ "+, (studies with her children) and candidates assumed it should be
"8 (teaches her chidren).

An ambitious grandmother
5 Read this text about the love of a grandmother for education.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?

(1)

(c) What was her final achievement?

.......... G Wedary . Lyem Colede.

(Total for Question 5 = 3 marks)




Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

(a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?

m‘f A ﬂﬂu] sJCuJeJ . 'L.Uf“1 h?r ) f“!#d‘rﬁn A ﬁ[:i;\in

Sf"\}f'i 'd it " U.RQ'E' 'ﬁ"fF' Iﬂrﬂh a »aahsg
{b) Which message did Mrs Amal want ta sefid to the world?

s el gurbel gy and e vesnge Wl e

fo l{” i
(c) What was her final achievement? P P ﬂm]u-.{mh.g_ /

(1)
O‘h{q:w% ........ o .....uri.yf..tﬁ.].(:& C{ET e ond . Wean g /

A 4 ""I|J ay @r, wi: (Total for Question 5 = 3 marks)

In part (a), it was noticeable that some candidates instead of answering:
‘learning (u+,<)with her children’, their answer was: ‘teaching (<<3)her
children/teaching with her’. This rendered their answer wrong. Candidates
need to be accurate when reading the text and look for the keyword(s)
before answering, see example below:

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

{a) How did Mrs Amal work on improving her education after leaving school?

e e dead Ver Gl S

{(b) Which message did Mrs Amal want to send to the world?

/BQG- Showld. ok s}@? .......

{c) What was her final achievement?

(1)

/ (1)

(1}

Q06 - crossover with 3H (5 marks - Grade 5): In this open-response ‘literary
text’ question, candidates’ performance varied from scoring the full 5 available
marks or 4 marks, while few didn’t fully understand the stimulus text and their
answers were based on assumptions, such as in part (b): ‘his father/mother wake
him up’ or ‘because he has school’, etc.

Candidates performance evaluation:

Examples of good responses:



6 Read the extract from a story about the son of a poor man,

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy's mother doing when his father came home?

(1)




Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.
(a) What was the boy's mother doing when his father came home?

Ahe  wibher  wns  deing  Ahe| JFewn foim [0

{b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?

Becouce  Ahe e was  Wb&Gr)
(€} What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?

(1)

b e webbe—  Sbepld  CheenS Ahe by

e Wi s A (TP
(d) What was the father's concern if his son didn't hurry up?

(1)
Alet I le  Sen  didad bdrs

~ i nyg bhe  plice (Total for Question 6 = 4 marks)
o bLitepd s i ‘A Sebeel -

ne it

In this example, it is clear that this candidate didn’t make an effort to
undertand the stimulus text nor the questions.

Answer the following questions in English. You do not need to write in full sentences.

{a) What was the boy's mother doing when his father came home?
(n

.............................. s.L.eRA2 W“'} R )(

{(b) What stopped the boy from having more sleep?
(1)

e BA e X

{c) What did the father want the mother to do as soon as he arrived home?
(1)

...................... T T - 7.

{d) What was the father's concern if his son didn't hurry up?

(k)]

. - I 613 “M@dm ............ }Llf"’"] .......................................................................

Section B
Target Language Section




Q07 (5 marks - Grades 3, 4, 5): It was clear that this candidates cohort found
this target language question very challenging, especially as the topic is on
envirnomental issues.

What seemed to be the case is that the topic of this question is ‘environment
issues’, which candidates are not always familiar with or weren’t prepared enough
to respond to the demand of this topic. Therefore, this question was the most
challenging questions in this paper.

Candidates performance evaluation:

Only very few candidates managed to score the full 5 available marks.

Examples:

BTG NP LT 4 (PR PR P P [P PN Wy

2B e ke |

|

A4 iy - F=

| e =Y ) & |
M /
Sl S SRUSCFON

1]

(1 e ) ' ¢ )ij \/

L el 1?}:1:( el
(1) /
.“-_-lft-l y U.'r-.‘l s o % ._JS""' {e)
(1)

(Total for Question 7 =5 marks)




I Ll o LS sy ey LI sl ST

— —_—
Luns fgia i

Ay " e
et = o

~

(1)

(n

(n

(1)

()

Sl il dle e w_‘] . Hls-o'-d Jiali

S P - B FLall F5 ey 1

‘_} DD e ol s ol \}/

P L B WS P P \,m/

plah it 136 ’)S__ﬁ '“-g, e ;M
ey 531-..&‘) M)‘ﬁ . ey %
- =

(e)

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)

The following examples show various candidates responses:



. N
By iy yae Bdoie i

A Aty s JF=
WS 8 e = A

PN ST Lo o1 [ JURIEEN |

H
. LM 9 A P gt sla il (a)

o

RCTPUINE PSRN 0 H g OV E 1
(1) v Jla-)

N
/
L il T }Q_ﬁ_}) \l.*" Al () \/
o 4

Al sl OAEND WA MeYlazs  (d)
n -

- ™
AP (R - ) )A.A_(D*LL Sl Sz ceK
(1) <

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)

(1)

()

This candidate decided to write the same word for all the questions:



:j.ﬁ'l ERpr Fenis i
A g i Fe=
W vl o o
vy
\)‘)‘!‘Dl AR P Slaglandl sda gl (a)
(1)
. Sl g f.S\&l f.LJIJ..;I,.,uﬂ (b)
FL Sy U ,\-).JA \M Lemslad (0
(1)
(d)
(M
(e)
(m

These candidates’s responses contradicts what the report mentions:




A Syt gl LS e gy Ly Bl LuST

B4

WS i

e s

e ] o

i1

m

1

(1)

(1)

VA s el i G Sy B ity {e!%

N P = s, S

s LU a3 e el {-::I)Q~~

L[ PRI, _ﬁ_,#ﬁ._. ediazs )

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)




il oyt ,r Sl s o Wt e A J....,h J..S'i

Gl e oo ¥ ] ﬁ
E TP S e RSP PO T
B &
. ,}-d H' I e "’J lagnadl ais s M
(1] N
LBl .,# E T | — l-t-?‘] -9"3 . pedlalt v ._'.alzi_.ﬁ;_'l (t)«
(1}
el hpa U bl o i {;)Q
(1)

bl ey G_},u.ﬁ Maliais  (d) } N

.”.:.n'-_'..i.l"J "l " ais o e .._Li.} | 3& JS-L-_' Hlowll dodzemy le) :)l,
(1) ) \

(Total for Question 7 = 5 marks)

Q08 - crossover with 3H (5 marks - Grade 4): In this multiple choice target
language question, there was some good responses, with good scores.

The most challenging part in this question is 8(v). It is an ‘interpreting’ question.
The stimulus text states: il gu i s dalud) 23 1y 38 (<" (he started learning to swim
at the age of six). The correct answer is (A): Jib s 5 <l iy (he started training
when he was a child).

Q09 - crossover with 3H (5 marks - Grade 5): This is a ‘fill-in-the-blanks’ target
language question. A very small number of candidates scored 3 or 4 marks out of
the 5 available, with a very small minority scoring full marks.

It is important for candidates to be given the opportunty to practise this type of
guestion, where a matching of the statement to a name is a skill which can be
developed through practising. It is important for candidates not to randomly
select the name, which usually results in a 0 score. Also, to understand that
they need to select one of the names and not fill the blank with random
words from the text.

Examples of candidate answers which show practicing wasn'’t suffecient/effective:



Seds Sy DG
ezl Jima § Sl GG Jany Sl 5 adl s 3 9

B e _,!t l'l.-,-y\ fi.b'-:.a\ .:L‘& W S AU ) o O

vy Yol Gmge o Mol i

v’

Lol g el Y1 ST e Gt g Sions OF Bl DL J ()
(1)
Bl W D S e s O L (2N sl K)
(m
W
. RO ([ P UL PO S, - ~ -V VGRS, S 0|
1
iy has sy Q1 Bpa o i B (@
m
CERYEN /
LGl Jadll o s a3 gl SN sl (o)
(1)

(Tatal for Question 9 = 5 marks)




Sl Dy e Ol :
it Jlons 3 Sl S g s 0 0l Wi o

Al oda e LW fkes b padl or el ST S o oS 8 S
i e TR st USS L e b A (gt

cgeadly Jaady bguge B ecokiys i

Aady g dlan W) LA e ol Boams O b L;lgd i ()
(1

Lo o O UG e s O ["‘%:‘ S sl (b)
(1)

o i o el a2 QTG {c)

m

Mgty Whas oy A Rpai )l M‘PS e oS (d)
9 -
c il Jaad Jfle ek baaly palel Qo ST e

(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

(1)

(e)
(1)




Cleds Sige S
il Jons Sl SO oy Sl o adi i T3 9

A Al da e A Tehes B bl r el ST S e ST oS S
B e )5' LYl rL\i-:.al JOECeR] W and Sl (AL ‘i iom o

_ , [°~’ )
Ll g aslas Yl Sl e el EROACE '+ LI WS
{1)

J ,b.: (a)

Lol gy Ol US Lo Jeams O [N oot (b)
n

oY il e il i -[«4 '), =t (0
1)

Mgy Lot sy WA B2 o 20 N PR
()

.M|JJ|HU-J"-JJU.\1¢J3J‘\J,T_ {"\') -) =S (e)

(n
(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)




Sl Dy DG
i) Jlans g Slypall UL oy ol o el s T3 @

A el sia e LW Hgher 3 mlondl e oblel S SELA e S S LS
-ﬂwﬁ-rlfl:,-‘il rl-h‘-wh_lﬁﬂ wiﬂlxmw N el

Ay ol i i T <l e

O P LN Lol o M ab L&‘?Hﬁl dalms (a)
(1)

Dl O 0 e s of wlﬁ celet  (b)

m
o e e el aai J\.R—J%v sl o
(1
e Jl Lles elyy ailill Roast)l ‘EZQ.L&,\J il Sl )
(1 ve 7
: et faalt Sl ot Laaly g alal Jal L”j.”"-ﬂwﬁ {e)
n

{Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)




Sleds Dl e OGS
el Sl 3 Slgall DL any Sloland o padl U il 9

A Al sda e W Tehes S rbndl e el SlyyShdl Sl o oS e LS
.bﬂy,“kby‘fuk;ui\‘.l&.i W S (diu o im ot

vl Jaall s . o oly e
W fa s
el g el fSlad e [PO0F I U ER 3G S, QUJ _L)- Jebw (@)
(1)
i <
Lt Ly 38 0 e Jearus O P}lﬁ%\ collet  (b)
(1)
ot Bl e Ll jaad N 0 D
(1) S
L
L PSR Y W1 PP Y csull iasnll L@;J.“ }9 e oS (d)
(1
c et ol Mo o5 sy 3Tl Jof d_uo.ﬂ.‘l < (o)
i} R

(Total for Question 9 = 5 marks)

Q10 - translation (7 marks):

There was a good performance by very few candidates of this cohort, with scores
of full 7 marks and others scoring 6 marks or 5 marks. However, there was a large
number of candidates who struggled with the translation into English and their
respones were incomplete, full of gaps, a totally different content to what is in the
stimulus, or blank, which led to getting a 0 score in the latter two scenarios.

Good examples:



...... Lo done. o bt N e N ..tét'\k U NP 10 PO T
_nqu g fen v i moThev. . DoVl M
_Small. white. (ot _enS . o Present o ) leavn't
o et ovoud. taking.. . caye . 5. Conts.  on\ihne e .
I —bought.. .. Sew...dons Thai . The ok Comld. .
Plag  with s WC __ prep ored erermThins Thalt
.7 N % Y Y E Y P B N S - T —

o ol _hoase. Sor. .t o o wesS. . .

SECTIONC
Translation

0 Translate this passage into English.

20

‘T love Kittend alot - daythis yeu s my mon

........ 9 ove me o small @t a wohite cak 4545'5*}"«&&* K

0 lot ox about cats en. the intemet.I boughtot coupi

”03éogbmvgq*cgnplqgwlfbAmAIga-reV;ryf—h,yJ

é/n.‘- q:mgwi—nccdblano\_a..fn.mtz,ﬁmot“hpu;m_

gm’ her. .




The sample below was stopped abruptly after a good start, and it seems the
candidate ran out of time, which proves the importance of allowing the
recommended 10 minutes time for the translation question.

10 Translate this passage into English.

Lo llove  ced Wdtens o loks. in. my . Qidhdog s year

Sy mem o gove e O ek Wl cok ik oad  whik

colous. ) e \eoied 0 (oL elooue— = (0 ..

On W ankemet . Wk ¥ doue  Cane

for e cok . 1. booght. . Same. Aus. . Se.i.con. oy ..

¥l Sk \atkh Yaem. o and e 9% Ay

This example highlights that many candidates confused “g23 21e” (my
birthday) with religious Eid celebration.



10 Translate this passage into English.

Lleve alde . Ineid . ms Ut maxey

Conclusion and advice:

- As mentioned in the introduction, the exam paper will cover all topics
and this means it is very important for candidates to familiarise
themselves with all the topics and themes of this qualifcation
specification. It was noticed that candidates need to be more familiar
with Theme 5: the Environment issues topic.

- Itis very important for candidates to be very familiar with the
structure of the question paper; this can be achieved through
practising the bank of past papers.

- Candidates should be very familiar with the vocabulary list
(Foundation tier only) as all questions would contain these words in
them; sometimes these words will act as the ‘keyword’ and will help
the candidate with understanding the question and subsequently with
the answer too.

- Candidates need to be able to employ the three cognitive operations:
recall, processing and interpreting. As explained above, processing
followed by interpreting are the highest cognitive operations required
to answer the questions.

- As expected, candidates performed better in multiple-choice
guestions (MCQ) compared to open-response questions. More
emphasis should be put on practising and familiarising candidates
working with open response type of questions.

- Candidates should be made aware that there are two literary
texts based questions (Q04 and QO06). These literary texts are
from published literary sources, such as novels, stories etc.



- It seems that this cohort struggled with the three target language
questions (Q07, Q08 & Q09), which leads to a feeling that the
preparation for this type of questions was insufficient.

- Candidates need to be sitting mock tests well ahead of the
formal exam. This is strongly advisable to establish strengths
and weaknesses/gaps and work on those with their teachers in
good time.

- QO010: Candidates need to have structured/timed tuition on
translating short Arabic texts into English. Candidates have 7 marks
available for the translation question, which would make a big
difference to the final grade a candidate would be awarded.
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