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Introduction

The Edexcel GCSE and Edexcel GCSE (Short Courses) in Arabic are designed for use in schools 
and colleges. They are part of a suite of GCSE qualifications offered by Edexcel.

About this specification
■■ Choice of focus in the speaking unit.

■■ 100% externally marked.

■■ Outcome based, single tier of assessment.

■■ Emphasis on active use and manipulation of language. 

■■ Builds on best practice from previous Edexcel GCSE qualifications.

■■ Appropriate as additional or specialist learning (ASL) within the Diploma (Levels 1 and 2).

■■ Short Courses in two skills: listening and speaking or reading and writing.

■■ Provides logical progression route to GCE AS and Advanced studies.

Key subject aims
To enable students to develop:

■■ an understanding of Arabic in a variety of contexts

■■ a knowledge of Arabic vocabulary and structures

■■ transferable language learning skills

■■ the ability to communicate effectively in Arabic

■■ awareness and understanding of countries and communities where Arabic is spoken.
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	 Specification at a glance

The Edexcel GCSE in Arabic consists of four units based on the following skills: speaking, listening, 
reading and writing. 

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language is formed of two of these units 
(speaking and listening) and the Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written Language is 
formed of the other two units (reading and writing). It is possible to amalgamate the results from 
the two Short Courses to form a GCSE qualification.

All qualifications offer choice, flexibility and focus.

The Edexcel GCSE Short Courses are available for first certification in 2010 and the Edexcel GCSE 
is available for first certification in 2011.

Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Arabic	 *Unit code: 5AR01

•• Externally assessed

•• Availability: June

•• First assessment: June 2010

46% of 
the total 
GCSE 
Short 
Course 

23% of 
the total 
GCSE

Overview of content

•• This unit draws on vocabulary and structures from across the four specified common topic 
areas (in the Common topic areas section on page 9).

•• Students will be tested on their ability to understand spoken Arabic. Testing is through a variety 
of tasks which require a response, written or non-verbal, to demonstrate understanding.

Overview of assessment

•• This unit is externally assessed.

•• The examination consists of a number of passages or interactions in Arabic with a variety of 
question types. The spoken material will include both formal (for example a telephone message) 
and informal speech (for example social interaction). There is a single tier of entry for this paper 
which caters for a wide range of student profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*.

•• Timing: 45 minutes (plus 5 minutes’ reading time).

•• Total number of marks is 50. 

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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	 Specification at a glance	
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Unit 2: Speaking in Arabic	 *Unit code: 5AR02

•• Externally assessed

•• Availability: June

•• First assessment: June 2010

54% of 
the total 
GCSE 
Short 
Course 

27% of 
the total 
GCSE

Overview of content

•• The focus of the speaking unit will be chosen by the centre in consultation with the 
student and will relate to the following themes: media, travel and culture or sport, leisure 
and work.

Overview of assessment

•• This unit is externally assessed.

•• Students will be expected to demonstrate an ability to use the language for different purposes 
and in different settings, although these can relate to the same theme. The examination 
features two tasks.

1.	 A focused, picture-based discussion or presentation (with follow-up questions related to a 
chosen theme).

2.	 A general conversation related to a chosen theme.

•• Students must undertake these tasks in a specified/timetabled assessment window between 
March and May and all performances must be recorded. 

•• Timing: 8-10 minutes in total with half of the time (approximately) spent on each task. 

•• Total number of marks is 50.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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		  Specification at a glance
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Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Arabic	 *Unit code: 5AR03

•• Externally assessed

•• Availability: June

•• First assessment: June 2010

46% of 
the total 
GCSE 
Short 
Course 

23% of 
the total 
GCSE

Overview of content

•• This unit draws on vocabulary and structures from across the four specified common topic 
areas (in the Common topic areas section on page 9).

•• Students will be tested on their ability to understand written Arabic. Testing is through a 
variety of tasks which require a response (either written or non-verbal), to demonstrate their 
understanding.

Overview of assessment

•• This unit is externally assessed.

•• The examination consists of a number of short texts, notices or short news reports in Arabic 
which include a range of settings and styles both formal and informal (for example text 
messages, advertisements, emails). There is a single tier of entry for this paper which caters for 
a wide range of student profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*.

•• Timing: 55 minutes.

•• Total number of marks is 50.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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	 Specification at a glance	
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Unit 4: Writing in Arabic	 *Unit code: 5AR04

•• Externally assessed

•• Availability: June

•• First assessment: June 2010

54% of 
the total 
GCSE 
Short 
Course 

27% of 
the total 
GCSE

Overview of content

Students will produce two pieces of Arabic writing in response to a choice of questions that relate 
to the prescribed themes of this specification: media, travel and culture or sport, leisure and 
work.

Overview of assessment

•• The writing unit is externally assessed through an examination paper consisting of two tasks 
from a choice of eight. The tasks and related assessment criteria have been designed to 
accommodate a wide range of student profiles and reward work from grades G to A*.

•• The papers reward students for effective communication and knowledge and application of 
language (as well as accuracy in the second longer task). Tasks will be set in English to ensure 
that assessment is not over reliant on reading ability. Although elements of the second task are 
accessible to students seeking grades G to C, the task provides opportunities for stretch and 
challenge through a more extended writing requirement. 

•• Timing: one hour.

•• Total number of marks is 50.

*See Appendix 3 for description of this code and all other codes relevant to this qualification.
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A	 Qualification content

Knowledge, skills and understanding

Knowledge and understanding 

This Edexcel GCSE in Arabic requires students to develop their knowledge of vocabulary and 
structures in a range of settings which:

•• are relevant and of interest to the student

•• correspond to the student’s level of maturity

•• reflect, and are appropriate to, the culture of countries and 
communities where the language is spoken

•• relate, where appropriate, to other areas of the curriculum.

Skills

The Edexcel GCSE in Arabic qualification requires students to: 

•• develop the ability to listen to and understand spoken Arabic in a 
range of contexts and a variety of styles

•• communicate in speech for a variety of purposes

•• read and respond to different types of written language

•• communicate in writing for a variety of purposes

•• understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

•• develop language learning and communication skills which can be 
applied broadly.

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language qualification requires students to:

•• develop the ability to listen to and understand spoken Arabic in a 
range of contexts and a variety of styles

•• communicate in speech for a variety of purposes

•• understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

•• develop language learning and communication skills which can be 
applied broadly.

The Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written Language qualification requires students to:

•• read and respond to different types of written language

•• communicate in writing for a variety of purposes

•• understand and apply a range of vocabulary and structures

•• develop language learning and communication skills which can be 
applied broadly.



9

	 Qualification content	 A
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Edexcel has prescribed the following four common topic areas and linked sub-topics. These, 
together with the minimum core vocabulary list (Appendix 5) have been produced to aid teachers 
in planning and preparing students for success in Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Arabic 
and Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Arabic.

Common topic areas

The papers for listening and reading skills refer to the generic content areas specified below and 
feature scenarios set in a country where Arabic is spoken. All students, regardless of their chosen 
pathway and theme(s), will be expected to become familiar with them.

Out and about

•• Visitor information

•• Basic weather

•• Local amenities

•• Accommodation

•• Public transport

•• Directions

Customer service and transactions

•• Cafés and restaurants

•• Shops

•• Dealing with problems

Personal information

•• General interests

•• Leisure activities

•• Family and friends

•• Lifestyle (healthy eating and exercise)

Future plans, education and work

•• Basic language of the internet

•• Simple job advertisements

•• Simple job applications and CV

•• School and college

•• Work and work experience
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	 A	 Qualification content
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Choice of themes

For speaking and writing units, content will relate to the following broad themes. However, as the 
qualification provides flexibility, choice and, in the speaking unit, scope for personalised learning, 
students are free to focus on one of the following.

Theme Possible related content

The following content is indicative only.

1. Media, travel and 
culture

Music/film/reading

Fashion/celebrities/religion

Blogs/internet

Holidays

Accommodation

Eating, food, drink

2. Sport, leisure 
and work

Hobbies/interests

Sporting events

Lifestyle choices

Work experience/part-time jobs

Product or service information

Students can follow a vocationally focused pathway through the choice of theme in the speaking 
unit. Students should be familiar with all of the above themes for the writing unit.
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	 Qualification content	 A

Unit 1	 Listening and Understanding in Arabic

Overview

Content overview

To prepare students for this unit, teachers should present and exploit a 
range of vocabulary relevant to all the common topic areas as listed on 
page 9 and, where appropriate, building on the Key Stage 3 Programme 
of Study. Students should become accustomed to hearing Arabic 
language in a range of styles or different registers and in a variety of 
contexts, as appropriate to their age and level of understanding. Material 
used will feature both male and female voices and represent different 
age groups. Featured scenarios and situations are generally set in an 
Arabic-speaking country or community and students will be expected to 
develop appropriate cultural awareness and understanding. 

Assessment overview

•• The general content of the assessment tasks should be familiar and 
accessible to students.

•• Students must demonstrate their understanding of pre-recorded 
spoken language. The recordings feature male and female native 
Arabic speakers who will speak at a rate that is appropriate to the 
expected level of students’ understanding.

•• In addition to the time indicated below, students have 5 minutes in 
which to read through the paper before the examination starts. This 
provides an opportunity for students to familiarise themselves with 
the length and the layout of the examination paper before hearing the 
recordings.

•• Timing: 45 minutes (plus 5 minutes’ reading time).

•• Each passage of Arabic is recorded twice, with pauses following the 
second hearing to allow each student sufficient time to write or note 
their response to each question, or part of a question, and to read the 
next question before the related extract is played.

•• The recordings are sent out in CD ROM format or as sound files that 
can be accessed via a secure download. 

•• The examination paper features questions that are asked in English 
requiring non-verbal responses. A number of question types are used 
for this, including multiple-choice and matching exercises. A mixture of 
visual and short verbal cues in English may be provided.
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	 A	 Qualification content	

•• Students are also required to give their own short/written English-
language responses (two or three words may suffice) to certain 
questions. 

•• To encourage students to complete the entire paper, the paper follows 
a ‘peaks and troughs’ model which means that questions appear in a 
mixed order rather than in order of increasing difficulty.

•• The paper carries a total of 50 marks.

•• The question titles and rubrics will be in English throughout the paper.
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	 Qualification content	 A

Unit 2	 Speaking in Arabic

Overview

Content overview

•• Students are required to develop oral communication skills in different 
settings and for different purposes related to one (or both) of the 
following themes:

{{ media, travel and culture

{{ sport, leisure and work.

•• The above themes are broad and offer students scope to engage 
in activities that coincide with their true interests, experience and 
aspirations. Assessment scenarios should provide opportunities for 
them to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Arabic language 
and grammar as well as to present, discuss, interact, respond to 
questions, express feelings and give opinions in Arabic. Students, in 
negotiation with their teacher, can choose to relate their speaking 
assessments to either of the above themes. Alternatively, they may 
undertake one task linked to media, travel and culture and relate the 
other task to sport, leisure and work.

•• Teachers are encouraged to engage students in a variety of speaking 
activities as they develop their language skills. These may range from 
participating in a simple 1:1 conversation to a more complex group 
discussion or podcast production. Some possible subtopics appear on 
page 10 and many more are possible. 

•• Students are expected to develop an appropriate awareness and 
understanding of the culture and society of Arabic-speaking countries 
and communities as part of their Arabic language study.
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	 A	 Qualification content

Assessment overview

•• Students must undertake two separate speaking tasks, each linked 
to one or more of the prescribed themes. These must include both of 
the following task types:

{{ picture-based discussion (or presentation) with follow-up 
questions

{{ general conversation linked to a theme.

•• Each task should last for approximately 4-5 minutes and must occur 
in a timetabled assessment window usually between March and May. 
Exact dates will be published on the GCSE examinations timetable.

•• Students must engage in a discussion related to a picture (or 
other visual) that they have chosen or give a presentation (1 to 
2 minutes maximum) and then respond to a series of linked follow-
up questions and answers. These tasks give students choice of 
content and, therefore, enable them to take some ownership of their 
assessment. It is intended that students use the picture as a prompt 
to discussion and that it relates to something they have some interest 
or involvement in (for example an activity, a club or a place). It is 
not envisaged that students will be presented with an unseen picture 
a few minutes prior to assessment or that they are asked in-depth 
questions on every aspect of its visual content. Similarly, students 
giving a presentation must be able to choose its content and prepare. 
Students can prepare for picture/or presentation-based assessment 
on an individual basis in advance of the assessment and must be 
permitted access to an appropriate bilingual dictionary during this 
time. 

•• Students may refer to an A5 sheet of paper with bulleted notes  
(30 words maximum).

As the assessment for both task types is outcome based, teachers 
should ensure that they ask questions which are sufficiently challenging 
to maximise student performance. Teachers should be familiar with the 
general content of their students’ discussions and/or presentations in 
advance so that they can prepare accordingly. However, it is important 
that teachers do not inform students in advance about the specific 
questions that they intend to use in the live assessments and do not 
rehearse specific individual assessments.

The general conversation enables students to demonstrate that they 
can present information and give opinions as well as interact effectively 
with another Arabic speaker. This task is linked to a chosen theme. 
Students must be given an opportunity to respond to unpredictable 
language and teachers should generally ensure that they provide 
adequate opportunities for students to perform at their optimal level. It 
is, therefore, important that teachers do not prepare a specific list of 
questions with their students in advance.
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The tasks will attract a maximum of 50 marks (25 marks for each task) 
in accordance with the following assessment criteria. Marks are awarded 
for content and response, range of language and accuracy. Students are 
able to score the highest marks without perfect or native speaker level 
Arabic. 

Assessment criteria

The following grids are common to all task types undertaken in this unit.

Content and response Mark

•• Very confident and fluent.

•• Frequently takes initiative and develops elaborate responses.

•• No difficulty in explaining wide range of ideas and points of view.

•• Very little or no hesitation.

13-15

•• Speaks confidently.

•• Takes initiative and develops more elaborate responses.

•• Expresses and explains ideas and points of view without undue difficulty.

•• Little hesitation and little or no prompting necessary.

10-12

•• Able to participate in familiar, straightforward discussions and conversations, but 
experiences problems with more complex question forms.

•• Conveys opinions, but rarely expands.

•• Some hesitation, but able to deal with some unpredictable elements.

7-9

•• Able to convey some simple information and opinions without ambiguity, but responses 
very limited.

•• Very hesitant and reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

4-6

•• Conveys very little relevant information in minimal responses (mainly one-word replies).

•• Very limited comprehension of basic questions.

•• Wholly reliant on teacher-examiner prompting.

1-3

•• No rewardable content. 0
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Range of language Mark Accuracy Mark

•• Uses wide range of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures, including 
some complex lexical items. 

•• Consistently competent use of 
different tenses.

5 •• Very accurate, with only isolated 
and usually insignificant errors. 

•• Consistently good pronunciation and 
intonation.

5

•• Good variety of appropriate 
vocabulary and structures.

•• Unambiguous use of different verb 
tenses. 

•• Generally at ease with 
subordination.

4 •• Some errors, especially in more 
complex structures, but generally 
accurate. 

•• Pronunciation and intonation 
generally good.

4

•• Adequate but predictable range of 
vocabulary and structures. 

•• May include different tenses or 
time frames, perhaps with some 
ambiguity. 

•• Some examples of subordination.

3 •• A fair number of errors made, 
including some basic, but 
communication overall unaffected. 

•• Pronunciation and intonation 
generally accurate.

3

•• Limited and/or repetitive range of 
vocabulary or structures. 

•• Predominantly uses short sentences.

2 •• Many basic errors, but main points 
communicated.

•• Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes 
correct. 

•• Pronunciation generally 
understandable.

2

•• Very limited range of basic 
structures.

•• Frequently resorts to non-target 
language. 

•• Rarely offers complete sentences.

1 •• Consistently inaccurate language 
and pronunciation frequently 
impede basic communication. 

•• Only isolated examples of accurate 
language.

1

•• No rewardable language. 0 •• No rewardable language. 0
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Unit 3	 Reading and Understanding in Arabic

Overview

Content overview

To prepare students adequately for this unit, teachers should present 
and exploit a range of vocabulary relevant to all the common topic areas 
(page 9) and, where appropriate, build on the Key Stage 3 Programme of 
Study. Students should be presented with Arabic language in a range of 
styles or registers and in a variety of different contexts as appropriate to 
their age and level of understanding. In the question paper, students will 
encounter text in different fonts and formats, for example, short printed 
messages, advertisements and email messages. Material presented 
will usually relate to an Arabic-speaking country or community and 
students will be expected to develop appropriate cultural awareness and 
understanding.

Assessment overview

•• Students will be asked to demonstrate their understanding of a 
number of short texts. The texts will be in a range of contexts and 
styles, both formal and informal.

•• A number of question types are used, including multiple-choice and 
matching exercises, and a mixture of visual and short verbal cues in 
English is provided.

•• In addition, the paper awards marks for students’ short written 
English-language responses (two or three words may suffice) to 
certain questions. To encourage students to complete the entire paper, 
the paper follows a ‘peaks and troughs’ model which means that 
questions appear in a mixed order rather than in order of increasing 
difficulty.

•• Some questions may involve non-verbal Arabic language responses 
(for example selection of an appropriate Arabic language response 
from a list) and these will appear towards the end of the paper.

•• Timing: 55 minutes.

•• The paper carries a total of 50 marks.

•• The question titles and rubrics will be in English throughout the paper. 
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Unit 4	 Writing in Arabic

Overview

Content overview

•• To prepare students for this unit, teachers should present and exploit a 
range of vocabulary relevant to one (or both) of the themes below:

{{ media, travel and culture.

{{ sport, leisure and work.

•• Students need to demonstrate that they can apply their knowledge 
and understanding of Arabic language and grammar to write 
effectively in Arabic for different purposes and in different contexts. 
Consequently, the examination paper requires students to undertake 
both a short task (for example, a simple email message) and a more 
extended Arabic writing task in which students can inform, describe, 
provide detail, express feelings or give opinions.

Assessment overview

•• The writing unit is externally assessed through an examination paper 
consisting of two tasks. These have been designed to accommodate a 
wide range of student profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*.

•• The papers reward students for effective communication and 
knowledge and application of language as well as accuracy in the 
second longer task. Tasks will be set in English to ensure that the 
assessment is not over-reliant on reading ability. Although elements 
of the second task are accessible to students seeking grades G to C, 
this task also provides opportunities for stretch and challenge through 
extended writing. Students must be given access to an appropriate 
bilingual dictionary in Tasks 1 and 2. 

•• Task 1: Students are required to produce a short writing task in Arabic 
(30-70 words) in response to a choice of four questions that relate to 
both of the prescribed themes. The task is assessed for communication 
and knowledge and application of language only.

•• Task 2: Students will be expected to produce some extended writing 
in Arabic (at least 120 words). They must choose one of four possible 
tasks that relate to both of the prescribed themes. Tasks offer 
opportunities for students to narrate, express opinions and to justify 
points of view. The task is assessed for communication, knowledge 
and application and accuracy of language.
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•• Students will have one hour to complete this paper.

•• The tasks attract a maximum of 50 marks in accordance with the 
following assessment criteria.

Assessment criteria for writing task 1

Communication and content Mark

•• Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 

•• No ambiguity.

•• Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.

•• Excellent linking of the piece into a whole. 

•• Coherent and pleasant to read.

9-10

•• Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

•• Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.

•• Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.

•• Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

•• Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

7-8

•• Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there 
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies. 

•• Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.

•• Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.

•• Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

•• Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

5-6

•• Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 

•• Some ambiguity.

•• Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.

•• Sentences mostly written in isolation. 

•• Not easy to read.

3-4

•• Little relevant information is conveyed.

•• Much ambiguity and omission.

•• Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. 

•• Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

1-2

•• No content worthy of credit. 0
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Knowledge and application of language Mark

•• Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 
items.

•• Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

•• Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with 
ease.

9-10

•• Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.

•• Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.

•• Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

•• Generally at ease with subordination.

7-8

•• Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures.

•• Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

•• Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

•• May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

•• Some examples of subordination.  

5-6

•• Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures.

•• Predominantly uses short sentences.

•• Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes. 

•• Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

3-4

•• Very limited range of basic structures. 

•• Frequently resorts to non-target language. 

•• Rarely offers complete sentences.

1-2

•• No language worthy of credit. 0

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for knowledge 
and application of language and for accuracy.
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Assessment criteria for writing task 2

Communication and content Mark

•• Very detailed and fully relevant response to the stimulus. 

•• No ambiguity.

•• Clear ability to narrate, describe, express opinion and expand.

•• Excellent linking of the piece into a whole. 

•• Coherent and pleasant to read.

13-15

•• Detailed response to the stimulus but there may be minor omissions.

•• Clear and coherent, with only occasional lapses.

•• Reasonable attempt to link the piece into a whole.

•• Evidence of description, opinion and expansion.

•• Pedestrian or alternatively somewhat over ambitious.

10-12

•• Most of the task is completed and relevant information is conveyed, although there 
may be some omissions and/or irrelevancies. 

•• Comprehensible overall, with some lapses.

•• Evidence of ability to go beyond minimal response.

•• Begins to expand ideas and express opinions.

•• Some attempt to link piece into a whole.

7-9

•• Main points conveyed, but may be major omissions and/or irrelevance. 

•• Some ambiguity.

•• Short response, with no descriptions and minimal opinions.

•• Sentences mostly written in isolation. 

•• Not easy to read.

4-6

•• Little relevant information is conveyed.

•• Much ambiguity and omission.

•• Substantial degree of irrelevance and incoherence. 

•• Very limited, rarely comprehensible to native speaker.

1-3

•• No content worthy of credit. 0
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	 A	 Qualification content

Knowledge and application of language Mark

•• Wide range of appropriate vocabulary and structures, including some complex 
items.

•• Consistently competent use of more complex structures and different tenses.

•• Clear ability to manipulate language and to produce longer, fluent sentences with 
ease.

9-10

•• Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.

•• Some attempt to use ambitious structures with a fair measure of success.

•• Unambiguous use of different verb tenses.

•• Generally at ease with subordination.

7-8

•• Adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and structures.

•• Correct syntax in simple, short sentences.

•• Some longer sentences where syntax is not always correct.

•• May include different tenses or time frames, perhaps with some ambiguity.

•• Some examples of subordination.  

5-6

•• Limited and/or repetitive range of vocabulary or structures.

•• Predominantly uses short sentences.

•• Some attempts at tenses, but many mistakes. 

•• Language is basic and sometimes inappropriate to the task.

3-4

•• Very limited range of basic structures. 

•• Frequently resorts to non-target language. 

•• Rarely offers complete sentences.

1-2

•• No language worthy of credit. 0
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	 Qualification content	 A

Accuracy Mark

•• Very accurate, though not necessarily faultless.

•• Consistently good spelling and manipulation of language. 

•• Secure when using more complex language with only a few minor errors.

5

•• Generally accurate language.

•• Most spelling and verb forms correct.

•• When more complex structures are attempted, accuracy can be more variable.

4

•• A fair number of errors made, including some basic, but communication overall 
unaffected.

•• Straightforward and familiar language fairly accurately spelt and manipulated.

•• Verbs more correct than incorrect.

•• The work is clearly more accurate than inaccurate. 

3

•• Many basic errors, but main points communicated. 

•• Simple ‘pre-learnt’ stereotypes correct.

•• Frequent misspellings.

•• Frequent incorrect verb forms.

2

•• Consistently inaccurate language and misspellings frequently impede basic 
communication. 

•• Only isolated examples of accurate language and verb formation. 

1

•• No language worthy of credit. 0

A mark of zero for communication and content will mean a mark of zero for knowledge 
and application of language and for accuracy.
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B	 Assessment

Assessment summary
Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 are external units, set and marked by Edexcel. 

Summary of table of assessment

Unit 1 Listening and Understanding in Arabic	 Unit code: 5AR01

This unit is externally set and assessed and can be entered in June only.

The examination consists of a number of passages or interactions in Arabic with a variety of 
question types. The spoken material will include both formal (for example a telephone message) 
and informal speech (for example social interaction). There is a single tier of entry for this paper 
which caters for a wide range of student profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*.

Content relates to prescribed common topic areas.

Timing: 45 minutes (plus 5 minutes’ reading time).

Total number of marks is 50.

Unit 2 Speaking in Arabic	 Unit code: 5AR02

This unit is externally marked and involves students carrying out two different tasks related to a 
chosen theme (or themes). Tests are conducted by the teacher in a specified assessment window. 
The assessment criteria primarily reward students for communication (content and response) 
although additional marks are awarded for range of language and accuracy.

Timing: 8-10 minutes in total (equally divided across both tasks).

Total number of marks is 50.

Unit 3 Reading and Understanding in Arabic	 Unit code: 5AR03

This unit is externally set and assessed and can be entered in June only.

The examination consists of a number of short texts, notices or short news reports in Arabic 
which include a range of settings and styles both formal and informal (for example text messages, 
advertisements, emails). There is a single tier of entry for this paper which caters for a wide range 
of student profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*.

Content relates to prescribed common topic areas.

Timing: 55 minutes.

Total number of marks is 50 marks.
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Unit 4 Writing in Arabic	 Unit code: 5AR04

The writing unit is externally assessed through an examination paper consisting of two tasks from 
a choice of eight. The tasks and related assessment criteria have been designed to accommodate 
a wide range of student profiles and reward work at grades from G to A*.

The papers reward students for effective communication and knowledge and application of 
language (as well as accuracy in the second longer task). Tasks will be set in English to ensure 
that assessment is not over-reliant on reading ability. Although elements of the second task are 
accessible to students seeking grades G to C, the task provides opportunities for stretch and 
challenge through a more extended writing requirement.

Timing: one hour.

The number of marks is 50.

Assessment Objectives and weightings

% in GCSE 
Short 

Course 
(Spoken 

Language)

% in GCSE 
Short 

Course 
(Written 

Language)

% in GCSE

AO1: Understand spoken language. 46% 0% 23%

AO2: Communicate in speech. 54% 0% 27%

AO3: Understand written language. 0% 46% 23%

AO4: Communicate in writing. 0% 54% 27%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100%
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Relationship of Assessment Objectives to units

Edexcel GCSE in Arabic

Unit number Assessment Objective

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total for AO1, 
AO2, AO3 and 
AO4 

Unit 1 23% 0% 0% 0% 23%

Unit 2 0% 27% 0% 0% 27%

Unit 3 0% 0% 23% 0% 23%

Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 27% 27%

Total for GCSE 23% 27% 23% 27% 100%

Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language

Unit number Assessment Objective

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total for AO1, 
AO2, AO3 and 
AO4 

Unit 1 46% 0% 0% 0% 46%

Unit 2 0% 54% 0% 0% 54%

Unit 3 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Total for GCSE 
Short Course 

46% 54% 0% 0% 100%

Edexcel GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written Language

Unit number Assessment Objective

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 Total for AO1, 
AO2, AO3 and 
AO4 

Unit 1 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Unit 2 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Unit 3 0% 0% 46% 0% 46%

Unit 4 0% 0% 0% 54% 54%

Total for GCSE 
Short Course

0% 0% 46% 54% 100%
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Entering your students for assessment

Student entry

Details of how to enter students for this qualification can be found in 
Edexcel’s Information Manual, a copy is sent to all examinations officers. 
The information can also be found on Edexcel’s website:  
www.edexcel.com

Students studying unitised GCSE Short Course and GCSE qualifications 
are required to complete at least 40 per cent of the overall assessment 
requirements as terminal assessment.

Forbidden combinations and classification code

Centres should be aware that students who enter for more than one 
GCSE qualification with the same classification code will have only one 
grade (the highest) counted for the purpose of the school and college 
performance tables. 

Students should be advised that, if they take two specifications with the 
same classification code, schools and colleges are very likely to take the 
view that they have achieved only one of the two GCSEs. The same view 
may be taken if students take two GCSE specifications that have different 
classification codes but have significant overlap of content. Students who 
have any doubts about their subject combinations should check with 
the institution to which they wish to progress before embarking on their 
programmes.

Access arrangements and special requirements

Edexcel’s policy on access arrangements and special considerations 
for GCE, GCSE, and Entry Level aims to enhance access to the 
qualifications for students with disabilities and other difficulties (as 
defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the amendments 
to the Act) without compromising the assessment of skills, knowledge, 
understanding or competence.

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/sfc/feschools/ 
access-consideration) for:

•• the JCQ policy Access Arrangements and Special Considerations, 
Regulations and Guidance Relating to students who are Eligible for 
Adjustments in Examinations.

•• the forms to submit for requests for access arrangements and special 
considerations

•• dates for submission of the forms.
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Requests for access arrangements and special considerations must be 
addressed to:

Special Requirements  
Edexcel 
One90 High Holborn 
London WC1V 7BH

Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)

Please see the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com/sfc) for information 
relating to the Disability Discrimination Act.

Assessing your students

The first assessment opportunity for all units of this qualification will take 
place in the June 2010 series and in each following June series for the 
lifetime of the qualification.

Your student assessment opportunities

Unit June 2010 June 2011

Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Arabic  

Unit 2: Speaking in Arabic  

Unit 3: Reading and Understanding in Arabic  

Unit 4: Writing in Arabic  

Awarding and reporting

The grading, awarding and certification of this qualification will comply 
with the requirements of the current GCSE/GCE Code of Practice 
for courses starting in September 2009, which is published by the 
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA). The GCSE qualification 
will be graded and certificated on an eight-grade scale from A* to G. 
Individual unit results will be reported.

The first certification opportunity for the Edexcel GCSE (Short 
Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language or Edexcel GCSE (Short 
Course) in Arabic: Written Language will be 2010, and the first 
certification opportunity for the Edexcel GCSE in Arabic will be 
2011.
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Students whose level of achievement is below the minimum judged by 
Edexcel to be of sufficient standard to be recorded on a certificate will 
receive an unclassified U result.

Unit results

The minimum uniform marks required for each grade for each unit:

Units 1 and 3 

Unit grade *A A B C D E F G

Maximum uniform 
mark = 70

63 56 49 42 35 28 21 14

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will 
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-13.

Units 2 and 4

Unit grade *A A B C D E F G

Maximum uniform 
mark = 80

72 64 56 48 40 32 24 16

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will 
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-15.

Qualification results

The minimum uniform marks required for each grade: 

GCSE in Arabic, cash-in code: 2AR01

Qualification grade *A A B C D E F G

Maximum uniform 
mark = 300

270 240 210 180 150 120 90 60

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will 
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-59.
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GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Spoken Language, cash-in code: 3AR0S 
GCSE (Short Course) in Arabic: Written Language, cash-in code: 3AR0W

Qualification grade *A A B C D E F G

Maximum uniform 
mark = 150

135 120 105 90 75 60 45 30

Students who do not achieve the standard required for a grade G will 
receive a uniform mark in the range 0-29.

Resitting of units

Students can resit the assessment requirements for an externally 
assessed unit once before claiming certification for the qualification. The 
best available result for each contributing unit will count towards the final 
grade.

Students who want to resit after they have completed all the assessment 
requirements of the course will be required to retake at least 40 per cent 
of the assessment requirements.

Results of units will be held in Edexcel’s unit bank for as many years as 
this specification remains available. Once the GCSE Short Course and 
GCSE qualification has been certificated, all unit results are deemed to 
be used up at that level. These results cannot be used again towards 
a further award of the same qualification at the same level but unit 
results used for a GCSE Short Course remain available for use in a GCSE 
qualification.

Language of assessment

Assessment of this specification will be available in Arabic although 
some questions will be set in English and require responses in English. 
Assessment materials will be published in English and in Arabic (where 
appropriate).
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Stretch and challenge

Students can be stretched and challenged in all units through the use of 
different assessment strategies, for example:

•• a requirement to use and recognise complex language structures and 
grammar  

•• a requirement to recognise and conveying feelings and opinions 

•• use of open-ended questioning and stimuli

•• a requirement to communicate effectively and accurately in the target 
language (Units 2 and 4)

•• a requirement to produce extended target language.

Malpractice and plagiarism

For up-to-date advice on malpractice and plagiarism, please refer to the 
Joint Council for Qualifications Suspected Malpractice in Examinations: 
Policies and Procedures document on the JCQ website www.jcq.org.uk

Student recruitment

Edexcel’s access policy concerning recruitment to our qualifications is 
that:

•• they must be available to anyone who is capable of reaching the 
required standard

•• they must be free from barriers that restrict access and progression

•• equal opportunities exist for all students.

Progression

This qualification offers a suitable progression route to GCE AS and 
GCE Advanced Level in Arabic language study as well as other Level 3 
qualifications. In addition, the study of one language at GCSE level can 
facilitate and help promote the learning of other languages.

The qualification may also add to an individual’s employability profile.
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Grade descriptions

A

Candidates show understanding of a variety of spoken language that 
contains some complex language and relates to a range of contexts. 
They can identify main points, details and points of view and draw simple 
conclusions. 

They initiate and develop conversations and discussions, present 
information and narrate events. They express and explain ideas and 
points of view, and produce extended sequences of speech using a variety 
of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses. They speak confidently, with 
reasonably accurate pronunciation and intonation. The message is clear 
but there may be some errors, especially when they use more complex 
structures.

They show understanding of a variety of written texts relating to a range 
of contexts. They understand some unfamiliar language and extract 
meaning from more complex language and extended texts. They can 
identify main points, extract details, recognise points of view, attitudes and 
emotions and draw simple conclusions.

They write for different purposes and contexts about real or imaginary 
subjects. They express and explain ideas and points of view. They use 
a variety of vocabulary, structures and verb tenses. Their spelling and 
grammar are generally accurate. The message is clear but there may be 
some errors, especially when they write more complex sentences.

C

Candidates show understanding of different types of spoken language that 
contain a variety of structures. The spoken material relates to a range of 
contexts, including some that may be unfamiliar, and may relate to past 
and future events. They can identify main points, details and opinions.

They take part in conversations and simple discussions and present 
information. They express points of view and show an ability to deal with 
some unpredictable elements. Their spoken language contains a variety of 
structures and may relate to past and future events. Their pronunciation 
and intonation are more accurate than inaccurate. They convey a clear 
message but there may be some errors.

They show understanding of different types of written texts that contain a 
variety of structures. The written material relates to a range of contexts, 
including some that may be unfamiliar and may relate to past and future 
events. They can identify main points, extract details and recognise 
opinions. 

They write for different contexts that may be real or imaginary. They 
communicate information and express points of view. They use a variety 
of structures and may include different tenses or time frames. The style is 
basic. They convey a clear message but there may be some errors.
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F

Candidates show some understanding of simple language spoken clearly 
that relates to familiar contexts. They can identify main points and extract 
some details. 

They take part in simple conversations, present simple information and 
can express their opinion. They use a limited range of language. Their 
pronunciation is understandable. There are grammatical inaccuracies but 
the main points are usually conveyed.

They show some understanding of short, simple written texts that relate to 
familiar contexts. They show limited understanding of unfamiliar language. 
They can identify main points and some details.

They write short texts that relate to familiar contexts. They can express 
simple opinions. They use simple sentences. The main points are usually 
conveyed but there are mistakes in spelling and grammar.
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C	 Resources, support and training

Edexcel resources
Edexcel aims to provide the most comprehensive support for our 
qualifications. 

For up-to-date information on published resources, please visit  
www.edexcel.com/gcse2009

Edexcel publications
You can order further copies of the specification, sample assessment 
materials (SAMs) and teacher’s guide documents from:

Edexcel Publications 
Adamsway 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire NG18 4FN

Telephone:	 01623 467467 
Fax:		  01623 450481 
Email:	 publications@linneydirect.com 
Website:	 www.edexcel.com 

Endorsed resources
Edexcel also endorses some additional materials written to support this 
qualification. Any resources bearing the Edexcel logo have been through 
a quality assurance process to ensure complete and accurate support for 
the specification. For up-to-date information about endorsed resources, 
please visit www.edexcel.com/endorsed

Please note that while resources are checked at the time of publication, 
materials may be withdrawn from circulation and website locations may 
change.

Edexcel support services
Edexcel has a wide range of support services to help you implement this 
qualification successfully.

ResultsPlus – ResultsPlus is an application launched by Edexcel to help 
subject teachers, senior management teams, and students by providing 
detailed analysis of examination performance. Reports that compare 
performance between subjects, classes, your centre and similar centres 
can be generated in ‘one-click’. Skills maps that show performance 
according to the specification topic being tested are available for some 
subjects. For further information about which subjects will be analysed 
through ResultsPlus, and for information on how to access and use the 
service, please visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus 
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Ask the Expert – Ask the Expert is a new service, launched in 2007, 
that provides direct email access to senior subject specialists who will 
be able to answer any questions you might have about this or any other 
specification. All of our specialists are senior examiners, moderators 
or verifiers and they will answer your email personally. You can read a 
biography for all of them and learn more about this unique service on our 
website at www.edexcel.com/asktheexpert

Ask Edexcel – Ask Edexcel is Edexcel’s online question and answer 
service. You can access it at www.edexcel.com/ask or by going to the 
main website and selecting the Ask Edexcel menu item on the left.

The service allows you to search through a database of thousands of 
questions and answers on everything Edexcel offers. If you don’t find 
an answer to your question, you can choose to submit it straight to us. 
One of our customer services team will log your query, find an answer 
and send it to you. They’ll also consider adding it to the database if 
appropriate. This way the volume of helpful information that can be 
accessed via the service is growing all the time.

Examzone – The Examzone site is aimed at students sitting external 
examinations and gives information on revision, advice from examiners 
and guidance on results, including re-marking, resitting and progression 
opportunities. Further services for students – many of which will also be 
of interest to parents – will be available in the near future. Links to this 
site can be found on the main homepage at www.examzone.co.uk

Training
A programme of professional development and training courses, covering 
various aspects of the specification and examination, will be arranged by 
Edexcel each year on a regional basis. Full details can be obtained from:

Training from Edexcel 
Edexcel  
One90 High Holborn 
London WC1V 7BH

Telephone:	 0844 576 0027 
Email:	 trainingbookings@edexcel.com 
Website:	 www.edexcel.com
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Appendix 1	 Key skills

Signposting 

Key skills (Level 2) Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Communication

C2.1a 

C2.1b 

C2.2 

C2.3 

Information and communication technology

ICT2.1 

ICT2.2 

ICT2.3 

Improving own learning and performance

LP2.1    

LP2.2    

LP2.3    

Working with others

WO2.1  

WO2.2  

WO2.3  

Teachers should note that assessment of the key skill of communication 
must be in English, Irish or Welsh and that, although foreign language 
study clearly presents opportunities to develop skills in communication, 
assessment in the foreign language is not appropriate. For this 
qualification, all key skills communication evidence must be in English. 

Development suggestions

Please refer to the Edexcel website (www.edexcel.com) for key skills 
development suggestions.
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Appendix 2	 Wider curriculum

Signposting 

Issue Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Spiritual 

Moral 

Ethical 

Social 

Cultural 

Citizenship  

Environmental 

European initiatives 

Health and safety 

Legislative  

Economic 

Sustainable development  

In addition to acquiring knowledge about language structures and developing of practical language 
skills, effective language learning involves a promotion of cultural understanding. This specification 
requires students to consider a range of common topic areas, to focus on one or more broad 
themes and develop an appreciation of the culture and society of Arabic-speaking countries and 
communities. Consequently, teachers can link their students’ language study to the issues listed 
above.
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Development suggestions

Issue Units Opportunities for development or internal assessment

Spiritual Unit 4 A student may produce a report on a particular religious festival 
and reflect on its meaning and significance.

Moral Unit 2 A student could refer to a moral tension that young people face 
when discussing an aspect of youth culture. 

Ethical Unit 2 A student might wish to deliver a presentation advocating ‘fair 
trade’ business. 

Social Unit 4 A student considering work issues might produce a piece of 
writing on voluntary work and related social issues.

Cultural Unit 3 Reading a short passage on visitor information, a student might 
become more aware of the different cultural activities and 
facilities available.

Citizenship Units 1 and 3 When undertaking listening and reading activities, related to the 
prescribed common topic areas, students may become aware of 
issues that can be linked to citizenship.

Environmental Unit 1 A student might hear a recording in Arabic referring to the 
environmental benefits of public transport.

European initiatives Unit 4 A student undertaking written work on a local amenity or 
visitor attraction may discover that it has been partly supported 
through the European Regional Development Fund.

Health and safety Unit 2 A student giving an oral presentation on a healthy lifestyle may 
refer to the negative impact of smoking, alcohol or drug abuse.

Legislative Units 2 and 4 Students may, through projects related to the world of work, 
become aware of workplace-related legislation.

Economic Units 2 A student undertaking work related to the leisure industry may 
become aware of the contribution of this sector to different  
national economies.

Sustainable 
development

Units 2 and 4 A student considering travel-related issues may consider 
projects that promote sustainable tourism.
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Appendix 3	 Codes

Type of code Use of code Code number

National 
classification codes

Every qualification is assigned to a national 
classification code indicating the subject area to 
which it belongs. Centres should be aware that 
students who enter for more than one GCSE 
qualification with the same classification code will 
have only one grade (the highest) counted for the 
purpose of the school and college performance 
tables.

5910

National 
Qualifications 
Framework (NQF) 
codes

Each qualification title is allocated a National 
Qualifications Framework (NQF) code. 

The NQF code is known as a Qualification Number 
(QN). This is the code that features in the DfE’s 
Sections 96 and on the LARA as being eligible 
for 16-18 and 19+ funding, and is to be used for 
all qualification funding purposes. The QN is the 
number that will appear on the student’s final 
certification documentation.

The QANs for the 
qualifications in this 
publication are:

GCSE in Arabic 500/4467/9

GCSE (Short Course) in 
Arabic: Spoken Language 
500/4550/7

GCSE (Short Course) in 
Arabic: Written Language 
500/4548/9 

Unit codes Each unit is assigned a unit code. This unit code is 
used as an entry code to indicate that a student 
wishes to take the assessment for that unit. Centres 
will need to use the entry codes only when entering 
students for their examination.

Unit 1 – 5AR01

Unit 2 – 5AR02

Unit 3 – 5AR03

Unit 4 – 5AR04 

Cash-in codes The cash-in code is used as an entry code to 
aggregate the student’s unit scores to obtain the 
overall grade for the qualification. Centres will need 
to use the entry codes only when entering students 
for their qualification.

GCSE in Arabic – 2AR01

GCSE (Short Course) in 
Arabic: Spoken Language 
– 3AR0S

GCSE (Short Course) in 
Arabic: Written Language 
– 3AR0W

Entry codes The entry codes are used to:

•• enter a student for the assessment of a unit

•• aggregate the student’s unit to obtain the overall 
grade for the qualification.

Please refer to the Edexcel 
Information Manual, available 
on the Edexcel website.
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Appendix 4	 Grammar list 

Students will be expected to acquire knowledge and understanding of the following aspects of the 
grammar of the target language during their course.

Arabic linguistic structures

The list given below sets out the linguistic structures with which candidates should be familiar. 
Structures required for activities targeted at grades C-A* have been identified.

All letters and numerals (sun and moon letters, handwritten and printed texts of different 
types)

Use of Hamza (initial, medial, final), ta’marbuta, madda, and other standard orthographic 
devices

Transliteration of common English and other loanwords in Arabic script

(C-A*) Knowledge of vowelling, such as nunation, to assist in comprehension of spoken and 
written text

Nouns:	 in the three cases: nominative, accusative, genitive 
	 definite and indefinite 
	 masculine and feminine 
	 singular, dual and plural 
	 common broken plurals.

also (C-A*):	 notable exceptions to prevalent rule: 
	 for example non-human plurals are grammatically feminine  
	 singular.

Pronouns: 	 personal, demonstrative, relative, interrogative.

Adjectives: 	 in the three cases: nominative, accusative,  
	 genitive agreement in gender, number and use.

Prepositions:	 the possessive and construct state (Idafa).

Nominal sentences:	 subject and predicate in equational sentences; emphasis 
	 (C-A*) sentences with kana and its common sisters and  
	 with inna and its common sisters.

Verbs:	 formation and use of common triliteral [and some examples  
	 of quadrilateral verbs (C-A*)]; the perfect, imperfect,  
	 imperative and conditional; basic rules of the subjunctive and  
	 the jussive; essential weak verbs, for example masha, rama,  
	 qala; essential doubled verbs, for example shadda, ‘adda; 
	 essential hamzated verbs, for example ra’a.
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Verbal sentences:	 word order; verb, subject, direct object 
	 pronoun suffixes and the verb 
	 negative sentences 
	 emphasis.

Conjunctions:	 comparative and superlative.

Adverbs:	 (C-A*) adverbial objects of manner and purpose.

Exception:	 basic rules, for example use of illa.

Interjections:	 (C-A*) the vocative.

Proper nouns:	 names of countries (Arab and non-Arab) 
	 nationalities 
	 familiar personal Arab names.

The calendar: 	 months of the Western calendar will be expressed in the easier 
	 of the two alternative forms, for example July = yuulyo rather 
	 than tammuz.
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Appendix 5	 Minimum core vocabulary list

The following vocabulary list is intended to assist teachers in the planning of their work. It 
provides a minimum core generic vocabulary that all students will need to acquire (regardless 
of chosen theme). It is a basic vocabulary list that students should refer to and build on when 
preparing for listening and reading examinations.

All assessment tasks in Unit 1: Listening and Understanding in Arabic and Unit 3: Reading and 
Understanding in Arabic targeted at grades G–C will be based on this vocabulary list. Occasional 
glossing of individual words may occur in the examinations although this will be avoided whenever 
possible.

In speaking and writing units where the themes are EITHER (i) Media, travel and culture OR 
(ii) Sport, leisure and work, it is important to note that the vocabulary requirements could vary 
between students.

Table of contents

1.	 High Frequency (Multible contexts)

2.	 Adjectives

3.	 Particles

i.	 Prepositions

ii.	 Conjunctions

iii.	 Adverbs

4.	 Numbers

5.	 Quantities

6.	 Colours

7.	 Expressions of time

8.	 Days of the week

9.	 Months of the year

10.	 Question words

11.	 Continents

12.	 Arab countries

13.	 Nationalities: examples

14.	 Social conventions

15.	 Help and directions

16.	 Language related to common topic areas

{{ Out and about

{{ Customer service and transactions

{{ Personal information

{{ Future plans, education and work
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