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Introduction
The GCSE writing paper tests candidates’ Arabic writing skills and encourages them to
display their knowledge of the Arabic language in the two tasks that they complete.
It is designed to accommodate a wide range of student profiles.
In general, the candidates’ performance was of a high standard. Most of the questions
proved accessible for the majority of candidates and there was no indication that English
words or phrases on the question paper posed any difficulty for candidates.
The paper consists of Section A (Short writing task) and Section B (Long writing task).
In Section A, candidates were required to write 30 - 70 words to answer one out of
four questions that relate to the prescribed themes of:
1. Media, Travel and Culture
2. Sports, Leisure and Work.
The task was assessed for Content and Communication (10 marks) and Knowledge and
Application of Language (10 marks). The maximum mark for this task is 20.
Section B requires candidates to produce a longer written task in Arabic (120-150 words) in
response to a choice of one out of four questions that again relate to the prescribed themes
of:
1. Media, Travel and Culture
2. Sports, Leisure and Work.
In this task, candidates were assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks),
Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks). The maximum
mark for this task is 30.
Candidates have one hour to complete this paper and it carries a maximum of 50 marks.
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Question 1 (a)
Travel has always been a very popular topic. In this year’s paper, 60% of candidates
answered this question. Candidates were asked to give a brief description of their ideal
holiday.
The question requirements are summarised as follows:
a. A description of ideal holiday
b. Name of place or country
c. The places they would visit
d. Reason(s) for their choice(s)
The wording of the question allowed the candidates to write about their ideal holiday,
whether it was in the past or in the future.
This question gave a good opportunity to the less able candidates and they produced some
reasonable material here. Only the more able candidates decided to use the future tense
when describing an ideal holiday that they wished to experience.
Those who had not travelled abroad were able to describe a holiday at home. Holidays
are something that almost all candidates have experienced and this is a popular topic in
schools. This may account for so many candidates choosing the question.

Examiner Comments

This is a very successful response, covering almost all the points required
by the question and displaying good command of Arabic language.
Candidates are not marked for accuracy in this section but, by using the
future tense, this candidate produced a good piece of work.
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Examiner Comments

A very successful response for content and communication as well as
knowledge of language. This candidate obtained full marks.

Examiner Tip

Always be aware of the presentation of your work.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 7 for Content and Communication and 5 for
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

This candidate could have benefited from more practice
in answering exam questions.
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Question 1 (b)
This question was the second most popular in section A. It asked candidates to describe a
party or a celebration for a relative. The points required were as follows:
a. Reason for the celebration
b. Where?
c. Description of the celebration.
d. How much they enjoyed it & why
Again, celebrations are one of the topics candidates are generally able to respond to well,
as the candidates easily relate this to their own experience of unforgettable weddings or
birthday celebrations. There were excellent responses from the majority of candidates and
they were able to display an awareness of the vocabulary related to family celebrations.
Overall, these were well written and a pleasure to read.
However, this question posed some difficulties to candidates by asking them to write a
report, which is a form of writing less common in Arabic teaching. Some neglected to
mention if they enjoyed the event, which affected their score.

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 7 marks for Communication
and Content and 6 marks for Knowledge and Application of
Language.
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Examiner Comments

In this question the student obtained a slightly better mark for
knowledge of language than for content and communication, as
some of the question requirements were missing.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that you answer all aspects of the question.
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Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate wrote very good, relevant
material and scored very well. It also displays a very good
command of the language.

Examiner Tip

Avoid English words. If you need to include names,
translate them.
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Question 1 (c)
This was the least popular question in section A. Maybe it was because candidates were
expected to have enough knowledge about different ways of staying healthy, and then be
able to use the right vocabulary and terminology to express their thoughts. However, most
of those who chose to respond to this question were more able and confident candidates
who managed to score well here. The question asked for the following:
a. At least 2 ways to stay healthy
b. Their preference
c. Why?
Encouragingly, very few wrote pre-learnt essays about healthy foods, sports and favourite
games.

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 8 marks for both Content and
Communication and Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate shows a very good awareness of vocabulary and
command of language. The essay was a pleasure to read and
got full marks.
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Question 1 (d)
This question was about going to a sporting event. The requirements of the question were
as follows:
a. Email format to a friend
b. Mention someone they went with
c. What they saw
d. How much they enjoyed it
e. Why?
Very able candidates were able to produce a good level of response, but less able
candidates misunderstood the task assuming that they were supposed to write about sports
in general.
There was slight confusion as to whether to describe what they saw, rather than describe
the sport event, but candidates were not marked down for that.

Examiner Comments

Overall this was not a fully successful answer.
The student has managed to communicate to some degree;
however there is a failure to write the essay in good language.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should use past papers when preparing for
the exam.
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Examiner Comments

This response was of a high standard.
This student achieved full marks for Communication and
Content and Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Question 2 (a)
This question required candidates to write about a project to promote tourism in an Arabic
country of their choice. The requirements were:
a. Ways to promote tourism
b. Which Country?
c. Their chosen way
d. Why?
This required extra knowledge from candidates so that they might be able to respond
accurately to this question. There were some good essays by candidates who were able to
describe different approaches such as the use of internet, TV, radio or the travel agents.
However, a good number of candidates, due to their misunderstanding of the task, wrote
about tourist attractions, and therefore were not able to score well here.
A few responses answered the question as if it were about a holiday that they had been on,
and therefore did not score very well.
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Examiner Comments

The following example missed what the question was asking
them to do and wrote about tourism in their own country.
This candidate did not score well for content and
communication, knowledge of language or accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Read the question before answering and ensure you
know what is required.
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Examiner Comments

This response gained 7 marks for content and communication, 4
marks for knowledge of language and 2 for accuracy.
It lost marks for writing about tourism in general and not
addressing the issues that the question asked for.

Examiner Tip

Adding extra words does not always lead to a better
score.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was concise but to the point, securing full marks.
There is an excellent command of Arabic language, satisfying all
of the requirements of the question.
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Question 2 (b)
In section B, this was the question chosen by the most candidates, as the subject of mobile
phones seems to be a popular one. The requirements of the question were as follows:
a. Own experience with mobiles & text messaging
b. Benefits or obstacles of that experience
c. How the application of technology affects their lives
The more able candidates were able to provide good information here. Candidates who used
appropriate vocabulary, in well-structured language, were able to secure higher marks.
However, the less able candidates were not able to go into depth and describe the influence
of technology on their lives. In addition, many of their responses had various spelling
mistakes.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate had an excellent command of Arabic language.
They managed to include a number of words which describe social
networking, were able to communicate fully and write the essay in
good language.
This response scored full marks.
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Examiner Comments

This response scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 1 mark for
Communication and Content and 1 mark for Knowledge and
Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Students should read the question properly to be sure
of what is required.

GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

21

Examiner Comments

This candidate has the ability to communicate but needs a little more
practice in essay writing, as well as how to answer exam questions.
This response scored 3 marks for Accuracy, 9 marks for Communication
and Content and 7 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Examiner Comments

This answer is an example of an excellent response.
The candidate was able to score very well on Communication and Content,
displaying confidence in Application of Language and on Accuracy too.
This candidate obtained full marks.

GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

23

Question 2 (c)
This was the second most popular question after 2b. Candidates were asked to write
an article for their school magazine about the 2012 Olympic Games, which were held in
London. Most of the candidates who answered it were able to describe the types of sports
events that took place in the Olympic Games. Some of them had actually been to some
aspect of the games. The question requirements were as follows:
a. Article style
b. Different events & descriptions  
c. Their experience of the Olympic games
d. Inspiration to the younger generation or not?
Many of the responses gave correct, accurate answers with opinions and various personal
views as to how the games could inspire the younger generation. Less able candidates
treated the question as if it were asking them to describe a sports day, or to write about
their favourite sports, and therefore did not respond to the set task accurately.

Examiner Comments

A very good answer, just missing out on some of the content
and communication marks. It has a fair command of language
and so the candidate gained a reasonable mark for that.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate did not miss out any of the question
requirements. The essay was a pleasure to read, with beautiful
readable handwriting. It obtained full marks.

Examiner Tip

This is a very good example for candidates to refer to
when preparing for the examination.
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Examiner Comments

A very unsuccessful answer, which only managed to write a few words
about the Olympics.
This student scored 1 mark for Accuracy, 3 marks for Communication
and Content and 2 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Question 2 (d)
This question proved to be more demanding. It required candidates to describe their
involvement in a charity programme to raise money for children in need. The following were
the main question requirements:
a. The plan followed to collect money
b. Who did they contact? (People, organisations...)
c. Why did they do it and how did they felt about being involved in this
experience?
Most of those who responded to this question were candidates who were able to manipulate
language, respond fluently and produce good pieces of writing.
The less able students wrote about charities in general and most of them missed out 'the
plan' and the people they had to approach for fundraising.
All candidates are expected to understand what ‘fund raising’ means in Arabic.

Examiner Comments

This example missed out on some of the question’s requirements but in
general it was a good response that scored 12 marks for Content and
Communication, 9 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language and 3
marks for accuracy.
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Examiner Comments

Although this was the least attempted question in Section B,
some candidates, like this one, obtained full mark.

Examiner Tip

This is an excellent example that can be shared with
candidates as preparation for future examinations.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a short response that did not include all the
question’s requirements.
This response scored 2 marks for Accuracy, 6 marks for Communication
and Content and 4 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

This student has the ability to communicate but needs
more practice in essay writing.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

30

•

The best essays on this paper were those that responded to the exact requirements of
the question.

•

The essays that scored the highest marks were characterised by a clear and defined
structure, clarity of thought, well supported ideas, good presentation and use of
an appropriate style.

•

Candidates writing pre-learnt essays will end up with a lower score, as they are not
always paying attention to the actual question requirements.

•

Candidates are advised to avoid writing English words or literal translations.

•

Centres should ensure that their candidates are familiar with past exam papers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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