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Introduction
This examination paper has been designed to accommodate a wide range of student
profiles, and rewards work from grades G to A*. It consists of two tasks; short writing task
and longer writing task. Candidates are asked to choose one question in each task out of
a choice of four. They are required to write 30-70 words in task one (Section A), and a
minimum of 120 words in task two (Section B). Both tasks require writing in Arabic where
candidates have one hour to complete this paper. This paper carries a maximum of 50
marks.
Section A (Short writing task):
Candidates are required to produce a short writing task in Arabic (30-70 words) in response
to a choice of four questions that relate to two prescribed themes:
1. Media, Travel and Culture
2. Sports, Leisure and Work
The task is assessed for Content and Communication (10 marks) and Knowledge and
Application of Language (10 marks) only. The maximum mark for this task is 20.
Section B (Longer writing task):
Candidates are required to produce a longer writing task in Arabic (a minimum of 120
words) in response to a choice of four questions that relate to two prescribed themes:
1. Media, Travel and Culture
2. Sports, Leisure and Work
In this task, candidates are assessed for Content and Communication (15 marks),
Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks). The maximum
mark for this task is 30.
The questions in this examination paper were carefully selected to give candidates a wide
choice of tasks through which they can express their knowledge of the Arabic language. In
general, the performance of the candidates was of a high standard. Most of the questions
proved accessible for a considerable number of candidates and there was no indication that
English words or phrases in the question paper presented any difficulty for the majority of
candidates.
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Question 1 (a)
This question asked candidates to write about inviting their friend to spend the weekend
in their home town. The topic of this question proved to be very popular among the
candidates. The majority of candidates managed to secure good marks here as travel and
culture related questions are the type of topics which candidates of all levels seem to enjoy.
Many responses were at the level of native speakers where a good variety of reasons were
given for the invitation. However, there were few students who failed to get the full marks
by just forgetting to include one or two bullet points, which were either why the stay was
enjoyable or to mention that they invited the friend. Very few did not realise that the
requirement of the question was to write about an invitation that had already happened in
the past and not an invitation for the time to come. Marks were not awarded as a result of
this misunderstanding.
Nevertheless this question gave a good opportunity to the less able candidates to produce
some reasonable material that secured them some passing marks.
Although this question was different from previous years’ holiday question, it was selected
by about 68% of the candidates, which is higher percentage than any other single question
selection in previous series.
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Examiner Comments

A successful response when it comes to content
and communication as well as knowledge of
language. This candidate obtained full marks.

Examiner Comments

This is an unsuccessful answer where the
candidate managed to include some words which
describe the weather and what they did with their
friend. However there is a failure to communicate
or write the essay in good language. The candidate
scored 3 marks for Content and Communication and
2 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Candidate addressed all the required
bullet points.

Examiner Tip

Candidates could benefit from
more essay writing practice.
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Examiner Comments

Perfect command of language but the candidate
failed to mention a comment about the weather. The
Content and Communication mark was 9 and the
Knowledge and Application of Language mark was 10.
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Examiner Tip

Pay attention to all the
requirements of the question.

Examiner Comments

The candidate understood the question and was
able to communicate almost all the requirements
of the question (CC:9). However the quality of
language was not very successful (KL:5).

Examiner Tip

More Arabic language writing is needed.   
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Examiner Comments

The candidate did not realise that the
requirement of the question was to write about
an invitation that had already happened in the
past and not an invitation for the time to come.
Full marks were not awarded as a result of this
misunderstanding. This candidate scored 8 marks
for Content and Communication and 9 marks for
Knowledge and Application of Language

Examiner Tip

Pay more attention to the question
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Question 1 (b)
This question was the second most popular attempted by the candidates in Section A (short
writing task).
Candidates were asked to write a letter describing their shopping experience with their
parents to buy bedroom furniture. Shopping is a topic that candidates respond to well; they
usually relate it to an unforgettable experience. There were some excellent answers among
candidates’ responses including some excellent written letters with wonderful descriptions.
This question allowed candidates to use their imagination to write about several styles of
furniture and variety of colour co-ordinates. This may have been due to the candidates
relating this essay to a real shopping experience with their parents.
Strong candidates described the experience as unique and enjoyable, while weaker
candidates were concise with their responses, or neglecting to mention if they enjoyed the
experience, which affected their score. Others struggled to understand who should have
enjoyed the experience, their parents or themselves.
Some less able candidates did not secure good marks here as they found the word
“furniture” difficult to understand.
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Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

A very successful answer. The essay satisfied all
the requirements of the question and had excellent
command of Arabic language, obtaining full marks.

Exemplary answer, can be used for
future reference.

Examiner Comments

The candidate's response is too brief,
therefore was unable to secure high marks
It scored 6 marks for Content and
Communication and 4 marks for
Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Spend more time in answering questions.
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Examiner Comments

This is an exemplary answer, however one mark
was lost as the candidate did not write their
answer as a letter to a friend. They scored 9
marks for Content and Communication and 10
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Pay more attention to what is required
by the question.
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Question 1 (c)
Most candidates, for whom Arabic is a second language, found this question more
challenging. However, many managed to get above average marks. Candidates were asked
to describe a game with their ‘favourite sportsperson’ which was their prize for good sports
performance.
Most of those who attempted this question used a football player as their favourite
sportsperson, especially Ronaldo and Messi. Some candidates found it difficult to respond
to a question that is easy to read and understand because of their lack of vocabulary on the
topic; therefore, they resorted in using too many repeated words.
The more able candidates wrote about their sports idol and linked them well to their
school prize, while less able candidates wrote about their sports idol, their performance
and personality in general. In doing so these candidates failed to make the connection to
the requirement of the question and therefore lost some marks as a result. Some other
candidates misunderstood the task assuming that they were supposed to describe their
own skills and performance, which made them win the prize. Although this reflects a slight
confusion, candidates were not marked down for that.

Examiner Comments

Very successful response managing to cover all
the bullet points required by the question and
using a good command of Arabic language.

Examiner Tip

This student achieved full marks.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved good marks for Content
and Communication as they were able to
mention many bullet points (CC:7). However their
command of Arabic was not very successful (KL:4).

Examiner Tip

Candidates should use past papers
when preparing for the exam.
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Examiner Comments

This is not a very successful answer. The candidate
has managed to communicate a little; however there
is a failure to write the essay in good language. This
response scored 4 for Communication and Content and 3
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Candidates must practice writing essays.
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Question 1 (d)
This was the least popular question in Section A (short writing task). In this question
candidates were required to write a speech about their work experience in a beach resort
in the summer. Those who answered this question produced a good level of responses even
though it was about work experience, which is one of the less popular topics. Less able
candidates either wrote about something totally different or wrote about the topic but used
wrong words from the dictionary. This was due to a lack of suitable vocabulary, knowledge
of the subject area and/or misunderstanding of the task.
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Examiner Comments

Full marks for Content and
Communication for this candidate
(CC:10). However not as good for
Knowledge of Language (KL:8)

Examiner Comments

This response achieved full marks.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates would benefit
from more practice in essay writing.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure that they follow
this example when answering questions.

Examiner Comments

This candidate's use of some dialect did not
help them scoring high marks for Knowledge
of Language. They scored 6 marks for
Content and Communication and 5 marks
for Knowledge and Application of Language.

Examiner Tip

Pay attention to the language
used to secure an excellent score.
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Question 2 (a)
This question asked candidates to write an article about the benefits of making friends
when travelling. This was a good question because it is related to a holiday experience
which helped some students to achieve above average or full marks. However, the less able
candidates found it more challenging because it required them to identify the benefits of
meeting other people on their travels and to include a personal experience. Many wrote about
the benefits of travel and about learning a new language, as well as about experiencing new
cuisine. Very few of those who attempted it explored other areas of culture.
The less able candidates were not able to go into the depth of the question and carried on
describing a holiday that they previously had, which looked like pre-learnt essays.

Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved full marks for
Content and Communication as they were
able to mention all the required bullet points.

Examiner Tip

Exemplary response

18

GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

Examiner Comments

This is a good answer. The response has most of the information
required and has a satisfactory command of the language. This
response scored 13 marks for Content and Communication and 7
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a pre-learnt essay. The candidate
did not score well. The response scored 2 marks for
Content and Communication and 2 marks for Knowledge
and Application of Language and 2 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Read well into the question
before answering.
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Question 2 (b)
This question asked candidates to write a speech advising students to use the library more
regularly. It was the second most popular question in section B (longer writing task). Most
of the candidates who attempted it were able to produce wonderful articles with excellent
grammar. They used appropriate vocabulary in well-structured language and were able to
secure higher marks. However, there were many candidates who found the question very
challenging and gave wrong structures and answers.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good answer where the candidate has
managed to write a speech about using the library
more regularly. However not good enough to score
too well in knowledge and accuracy of language.
The response scored 10 marks for Content and
Communication and 5 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy.

Examiner Comments

Good answer but a little short. This
response scored 12 marks for Content and
Communication and 8 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 5 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should practice writing essays.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should practice writing
longer essays.
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Examiner Comments

A very successful answer. The essay satisfied all the requirements of the
question and had excellent command of Arabic language obtaining full marks.

22

GCSE Arabic 5AR04 01

Examiner Comments

This is an example where the response was
unsuccessful but was able to gain some marks
when it came to content and communication.
This response scored 7 marks for Content and
Communication and 4 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 2 for Accuracy.
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Question 2 (c)
Out of all the questions in this section, this proved to be the most popular.
Candidates were asked to write an email advising a friend, who is a good football player
and wants to join a famous football team. Many candidates were able to give the benefits
of becoming a professional footballer. Some gave very good advice to their friend and some
just listed the advantages and disadvantages and forgot to give any advice on what to do.
The popularity of this question in this section may be due to candidates being interested in
football.

Examiner Comments

This is very successful response losing a few marks in knowledge
of language but managing to satisfy most of the requirements. This
response scored 12 marks for Content and Communication and 8
marks for Knowledge and Application of Language and 5 for Accuracy.
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Examiner Comments

This essay is a perfect example that
can be used for future reference.

Examiner Tip

Candidate obtained full marks
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Examiner Comments

Fair command of language but very good on content
and communication. This response scored 12 marks for
Content and Communication and 6 marks for Knowledge
and Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

More language and spelling training needed
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Examiner Comments

Not a very successful response but the
candidate tried to present the essay in the form
of an email that was full of advice, which was
credited with reasonable marks.
This response scored 8 marks for Content and
Communication and 4 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Candidates would benefit from more
essay writing practice.
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Question 2 (d)
This was the least popular question in Section B (longer writing task). Candidates were
asked to write about their work experience with the elderly, in a nursing home. Many found
this question very demanding and were unable to use the right vocabulary or terminology to
express their thoughts. However, most of those who chose to respond to this question were
more able and confident candidates who managed to manipulate language and produce
excellent pieces of writing.

Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved a reasonable mark for Content and
Communication (11) as they were able to mention many
bullet points. As for Knowledge and Application of a
Language they obtained 7 and 3 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

More language and spelling practice is needed
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Examiner Comments

Excellent detailed response, but this student failed
to elaborate on certain issues such as their advice to
others. This response scored 12 marks for Content
and Communication and 8 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 5 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should use past papers
when preparing for the exam.
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Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

Fair command of language but this candidate missed
out on marks. The response scored 10 marks for
Content and Communication and 6 marks for Knowledge
and Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy.

More training needed

Examiner Comments

Excellent answer, candidate obtained full marks,
except for Accuracy which was awarded a mark of 4.

Examiner Tip

More grammar training needed
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
•

Candidates seemed to be more familiar with the layout of questions than previous years.
However, they are reminded to read well into the questions before answering, so that
they do not lose any of the information required by the questions.

•

Candidates should use past papers when preparing for the exam.

•

Each question consists of a number of requirements. Candidates are advised that when
the requirement of a question is presented in the plural form, then they are expected to
produce more than one answer for that particular requirement to secure full marks.

•

It was apparent that a number of candidates chose to write pre-learnt essays, especially
for the travel question, 1(a). Candidates are advised to avoid writing pre-learnt essays
as these will not secure full marks.

•

The use of English words should be avoided.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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