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Introduction
The writing paper of the new GCSE is set and designed to test candidates’ writing skills in
Arabic. Unlike previous writing papers where candidates were expected to have sufficient
knowledge to read and understand questions, the entire rubrics and questions are in
English. This is to ensure that the assessment is not over-reliant on reading ability.
The examination paper has been designed to accommodate a wide range of students
profiles and rewards work from grades G to A*. It consists of two tasks that requires the
candidate to write in Arabic. Candidates have only one hour to complete this paper and it
carries a maximum of 50 marks.
The questions in this paper were well prepared to give students a chance to express their
knowledge of the Arabic language. In general, candidates’ performance was of a high
standard. Most of the questions proved accessible for considerable number of candidates
and there was no indication that English words or phrases in the question paper posed
difficulty to some candidates.
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Question 1(a)
Task 1: Candidates were required to produce a short piece of writing in Arabic (30-70
words) in response to a choice of four questions that relate to both prescribed themes; 1.
Media, Travel and Culture, 2. Sports, Leisure and Work.
Candidates were asked to choose one question out of four. The task was assessed for
Communication and Knowledge and Application of Language only. The maximum mark for
this task is 20. The 20 marks were awarded for Content and Communication (10 marks),
and Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks).
The most popular question attempted by candidates in this section was 1(a). The question
asked candidates to write a letter to someone they met last summer and whom they invited
to spend a few days with them. They were asked to mention the places they would visit and
how they would spend their time together. Responses showed excellent level of performance
from the vast majority of candidates. A small minority did not score well in this question as
they did not have good command of the Arabic language. Others were those who ignored
what the question is asking and wrote about a past holiday experience.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of an excellent response to
1(a), in that it was awarded full marks.
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Question 1(b)
Many other candidates attempted question 1(b) which asked candidates to write an email
to a relative telling them about some good news that they have received. This question was
less popular than 1(a) but the majority of candidates who attempted it had a very good
level of performance. Some weaker candidates, however, addressed the email to a friend
rather than a relative, did not succeed in mentioning how the good news was received and/
or failed to mention the details of the celebration.

Examiner Comments

This is a candidate response for 2(b) that was awarded full marks.
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Question 1(c)
1(c) was also very popular. A large number of candidates attempted it and were able to
mention their favourite sport and where, when and with whom they play it. Many scored
excellent marks where as others failed to mention the benefits of their favourite sport in
their daily life.

Examiner Comments

This response to 1(c) was awarded 8 marks for Communication and
Content and 6 marks for Knowledge and Application of Language.
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Question 1(d)
A very small number of candidates attempted 1(d). The question required students to use
their imagination to describe how they would organise a sports day at school. This question
could have been of a higher level, especially if candidates were well trained for these types
of questions.

Examiner Comments

This response to 1(d) was awarded 6 marks for
Communication and Content and 5 marks for Knowledge
and Application of Language, thus achieveing a total of
11 marks out of a possible 20.
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Question 2(a)
Task 2: Again, candidates were required to produce one essay in Arabic in response to a
choice of four questions that relate to both prescribed themes, but in this section, they were
expected to produce an extended piece of writing (at least 120 words).
Students are expected to narrate, express opinion and justify points of view. The task is
assessed for communication, knowledge and application and accuracy of language. The
maximum mark for this task was 30. They were awarded marks based on Content and
Communication (15 marks), Knowledge and Application of Language (10 marks) and
Accuracy (5 marks).
The most popular question was 2(a), where candidates were required to produce a travel
brochure about a country they visited. They displayed very good awareness of vocabulary
relating to holidays and travel in general. This could have been because the majority
of students must have had a real experience of a holiday and/or they could have been
prepared to write an essay about it. Many of these essays were a pleasure to read as
candidates were able to present it as a travel brochure which encourages people to travel
to some places. Some expressed their opinion about the countries they chose. Very few
however did not pay attention to what the question is really asking for and failed to mention
the cultural experience one can have. Thus, they did not satisfy the requirement of the
question and lost marks for communication as a result.
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Examiner Comments

This response to 2(a) achieved full marks.
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Question 2(b)
2(b) was well attempted. Candidates who attempted it were able to cleverly link their
answers to their own experience with the Internet. They wrote about reasons for the rise in
online shopping and widely discussed its advantages and disadvantages. They were able to
use Internet vocabulary and a number of relevant expressions. These candidates managed
to score very good marks. A few of those candidates overlooked the requirements of the
question and deviated from it by writing about how they could use the Internet for chatting
with friends and family, and as a result, achieved a lower score.
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Examiner Comments

This response scored highly, achieving 15 marks
for Communication and Content, 9 marks for
Knowledge and Application of language and 4
marks for Accuracy, thus a total of 28 out of 30.
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Question 2(c)
2(c) was well attempted and easy to understand. Those who managed to present it in an
article style as asked by the question, managed to get very high marks for Content and
Communication. Some candidates however failed to mention the benefits of joining a health
club and did not achieve a high score as a result.
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Examiner Comments

This reponse to 2(c) achieved 11 marks for
Communication and Content, 5 marks for Knowledge and
Application of Language and 3 marks for Accuracy giving
a total of 19 out of 30.
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Question 2(d)
2(d) was one of the most popular questions and most of the students who attempted
it scored excellent marks. It proved accessible to most candidates and was answered
extremely well. The reason might have been that students already have the ideas of their
future plans set in their minds and managed to express it in words. Some candidates
confused personal plans with career plans. Most of these ideas were considered as future
plans for the benefit of students. The most successful candidates were those who were able
to develop good and realistic ideas in presenting their future plans as well as give their own
opinions.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 12 marks for
Communication and Content, 7 for Knowledge
and Application of Language and 3 for Accuracy,
i.e. an overall of 22 marks out of a possible 30.
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Paper Summary
In general, the best essays written by candidates in this paper appeared to be among those
responding to the requirements of the question. These essays were characterised by clear
and defined structure, clarity of thought, well supported ideas, good presentation and use of
appropriate style.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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