
Teaching The 
Fundamentals: Level 1 
Grouping Discrete Data

Chris Briggs
Product Manager Post 16 English, Maths and Digital Skills

1



Grouping Discrete Data

2Skills that power potential | Pearson Functional Skills

What the learners need to do

This is new content at Level 1.

• Group data into groups of equal sizes

• Create data tables

• Use tallies

• Complete data tables

• Create graphs and charts
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Group data into groups of equal sizes

Learners need to understand that the groups should be of equal sizes when they are creating them. Often 

the table has been started, but, on occasion, they will need to draw a table from scratch.

These cause different issues for the learners.

They can use and over for the last part.

Here the 
groupings are 
started, 
learners just 
need to 
continue it.
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Group data into groups of equal sizes

Learners need to understand that the groups should be of equal sizes. Often the table has been started, 

but, on occasion, they will need to draw a table from scratch.

These cause different issues for the learners.

They can use and over for the last part.

I wonder if this 
was for more or 
less than 20 
people, would it 
be harder or 
easier?
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Group data into groups of equal sizes

Learners need to understand that the groups should be of equal sizes. Often the table has been started, 

but, on occasion, they will need to draw a table from scratch.

These cause different issues for the learners.

They can use and over for the last part.

Grouping data from 
zero often confuses 
learners as to the 
size of the 
groupings.
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Create Data Tables

Assessment questions have examples of what a table should look like.
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Create Data Tables

On occasion learners need to decipher what is being 

asked of them.
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Use Tallies

Learners should be prepared to use tallies. It makes the counting of the frequencies easier.

Learners often 
write the numbers 
in order, but don’t 
use tallies.
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Complete Data Table

Learners do need to be accurate when completing tables.

On occasion they:

Do not count the frequencies

Do not use tallies correctly

Miscount the frequencies

Top Tip

Encourage the learners to add up the frequencies. Does it add up to the same number?
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Complete Graphs and Charts
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Teaching The Topic Ideas

• It is advised to practise setting grouped frequency table up then inputting tallies rather than raw data or 

totals of raw data. Include values on the boundaries so learners can see that overlaps mean there are 

two places the data can go.

• Learners should understand why they should do this.

• Makes the data more manageable.

• Makes it easier to present.

• Look for opportunities where this might arise in a learner’s chosen field.
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ESOL learner activity

• Create an activity which involves the learners creating the data.

• Learners think of a question they would like to ask the class, preferably one with multiple answers 

(what’s your favourite animal?)

• Learners go round asking everyone the question.

• Each learner then collates that data into a tally, grouped frequency table and then presents the data in 

the form of a graph.
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