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The Clue is in the Question

• It is recommended that learners look for clues that might remind them what to do, e.g. cm3 implies 

multiplication of 3 dimensions, cm2 implies multiplication of 2 dimensions and cm focusses on one 

dimension (often addition or repeated addition/multiplication). 

• Identifying clues in the question (words and phrases such as “border”, “goes alone”, “cover,” “area”, “filled 

to the depth of”) should direct the learners to the correct concept.
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Where is the Issue? 

• Only some learners know that volume involves multiplying all three dimensions. 

• Very often the concepts of volume, area and perimeter are confused.

• Some questions require an initial step where one, missing, length has to be worked out and while most 

learners perform the correct calculation first, some work only with the given lengths.

• Some of those who successfully find the accurate figure for the length then work with perimeter where 

they need to work with area, or work with surface area where they need to work with volume, or even 

simply add the three given dimensions.
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The Clue is in the Question: Area
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The Clue is in the Question: Perimeter
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The Clue is in the Question: Volume
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Missing measures

Often learners need to find missing measures.
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Composite Shapes

The questions may well use composite shapes for 

area.
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The difference between calculator and non-calculator
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Teaching Tips

• Collate some area, perimeter and volume questions (examwizard is good for this).

• Encourage the learners to decide what the ask is: area, perimeter or volume.

• Encourage the learners to highlight the vocabulary in the questions that make them think this.

• Encourage learners to think of practical usages for area, perimeter and volume in the real world.

• Collate a list.

• What does this list tell them.

• Football analogy. 

• What is the difference between the penalty area and the deadball line?

• What does this tell you about area and perimeter?
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Teaching Tips

• Allow the learners to work with composite 

shapes in their preferred way.

• But teach them to choose the easier option.
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Scaffolded Questions

• Scaffolded questions allow the learners to work 

through a problem step by step.
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Numberless Problem Solving

• The concept is that the learners focus on the process and not on the actual answer.
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