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Functional Skills English | Level 1 | Writing Question 
Information 
· Your school or college has a magazine about its learners 
· There is a monthly article about learners’ experiences in education and their future plans
Writing Task 
Write an article about what you are studying. In your article you should 
· Describe your chosen subjects and why you chose them
· Explain how you plan to use this study in the future
· What you like and don’t like about studying at the school / college and why

You should aim to write about 150 -200 words. (15 marks)

Mark Scheme

	Task

	Indicative content

	Answers will be credited according to the candidate’s demonstration of knowledge and understanding of the material using the indicative content and levels descriptors below. 

The indicative content that follows is not prescriptive. Answers may cover some/all of the indicative content but should be rewarded for other relevant examples. 

In their article, candidates should: 
· Say what they are studying and why
· Explain how they plan to use this study in the future
· say what they like and don’t like about studying at the school / college and why
(15 marks)
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Mark

Grid A: Composition (9 marks)

[ * No rewardable material.
« Communicates some information, ideas and opinions, with some clarity and
awareness of purpose and audience.
s « Uses appropriate format and structure for audience and purpose to some
extent.
« Uses sentences with some range and accuracy.
« Uses simple vocabulary, appropriate to task.
« Communicates information, ideas and opinions reasonably clearly, using
detail appropriately for purpose and audience to an appropriate length.
« Uses appropriate format and structure for audience and purpose with use of
4-6 paragraphs.
« Uses a range of sentences, including complex sentences, with
reasonable accuracy.
« Uses a range of vocabulary, appropriate to task.
« Communicates information, ideas and opinions clearly, using detail
effectively for purpose and audience to an appropriate length.
« Uses appropriate format and structure for audience and purpose, with
7-9 effective use of paragraphs.

« Uses a range of sentences, including complex sentences, with
consistent accuracy.
« Uses a wide range of vocabulary, consistently appropriate to task.
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Grid B: Spelling, punctuation and grammar (6 marks)

« No rewardable material.

« Some use of correct grammar (e.g. subject-verb agreement, consistent use
of different tenses, definite and indefinite articles).

« Some use of correct punctuation (e.g. full stops, question marks,
exclamation marks, commas, possessive apostrophes).

« Some accuracy in spelling of words used most often in work, study and
daily life, including specialist words.

3-4

« Reasonably correct use of grammar (e.g. subject-verb agreement,
consistent use of different tenses, definite and indefinite articles).

« Reasonably correct use of punctuation (e.g. full stops, question marks,
exclamation marks, commas, possessive apostrophes).

« Spelling of words used most often in work, study and daily life, including
specialist words, Is reasonably accurate.

+ Correct use of grammar (e.g. subject-verb agreement, consistent use of
different tenses, definite and indefinite articles), with occasional lapses.

« Correct use of punctuation, (e.g. full stops, question marks, exclamation
marks, commas, possessive apostrophes), with occasional lapses.

specialist words, is accurate, with occasional lapses.
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