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Who is ELC English 
suitable for?
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Who is it for?
• Entry Level Certificate is typically aimed at learners with lower levels of attainment or those 

who may struggle with exam-based qualifications.
• Entry level qualifications generally are below GCSE level and are available at three sub-

levels: Entry Levels 1, 2 and 3. 
• Entry level 3 is the most difficult & is just below a Grade 1 GCSE.
• ELC (and EL FS) does not count in school performance measures.
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Contexts
• I have a few students in Y11 doing ELC as well as GCSE using the mapped course planner.

• My students are entered for FS, ELC and GCSE. They are in mainstream classes for English but have 

additional sessions when other students are doing MFL.

• I work in a small school/special school/AP/PRU where most students have additional needs and are 

working at different speeds and will be assessed at different times.

• I’m delivering over 1 or 2 years.

• My students come and go during the year and we try and assess them as soon as they are ready.

• I want to map out assessments over 2 or 3 years so that learners always have a clear learning aim and 

get a sense of achievement by passing a qualification at a particular level.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/ELC_mapped%20to%20GCSE%202%20year%20planner.pdf


How does ELC English compare 
to Entry Level Functional Skills & 
other English qualifications?
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Comparing 
English 
qualifications

Access the summary
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/choosing-a-qualification-for-students-unlikely-to-achieve-a-grade-4-at-gcse.pdf


Reasons to choose ELC
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• Younger students (14-16)
• Stable cohort: students stay and are present for the whole academic year
• Looking for an assessment style & content aligned to GCSE English Language
• Looking for an entry/admin style aligned to GCSE
Example from EL1 Reading:



Reasons to choose EL FS
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• Older students, students with work/life links/experience of the world of work.
• Looking for a flexible entry pattern, possibly because students may join and leave your setting through the 

academic year.
Example from EL1 FS Reading:



How is ELC assessed?
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Where do I find assessment 
materials? How do I record 
outcomes?
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Assessment 
materials: S&L

Choose from the assessments in 
the specification or adapt these 
for your students:
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Assessment 
materials: S&L

Record details of the student’s 
assessment on the assessment record 
sheet. Video-recording is NOT required.
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Assessment 
materials: writing

Choose from the assessments in 
the specification or adapt these 
for your students:
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Assessment 
materials: writing

Record details of the student’s 
assessment on the assessment 
record sheet.
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Download the Pearson-set 
assessments from the website 
(Edexcel Online login required). 
There are a choice of 3 fiction and 
3 non-fiction topics at each level. 
The assessments are valid for the 
lifetime of the specification. You 
do not need to look for 
assessments dated for the 
current academic year.

Assessment 
materials: reading



Assessment 
materials: reading

Record details of the student’s 
assessment on the assessment record 
sheet.
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Resources
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Resources 1
Initial assessment/practice papers: use sample assessment materials, tasks in the specification
Marked exemplars: for getting a sense of performance at each level and to understand what your students are 
aiming for.
This pack includes completed assessment record sheets and demonstrate teacher marking annotation which you 
can use as a model for completing documents for your students.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/cc02517-gcse-english-language-collated-sams-for-checking-v2-final-2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/ELC-in-English-2018-Exemplars.zip


Resources 2 

Course planners: 2-year model and 2-year model mapped to GCSE English 
Language
Getting ready to teach (past training pack)

You could make use of EL FS resources

GCSE-style KS3 assessments

Let’s Think in English materials 
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-functional-skills/english-2019.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-1&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-3
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015/teaching-support/lets-think-in-english.html


Published teaching resources  

Skills for writing

Inspire English range 

Grammar Matters Too 

Spelling Matters Too 
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https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/skills-for-writing-1
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/ilower-secondary/inspire-english-international.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grammar-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435224875/ref=pd_bxgy_thbs_d_sccl_1/258-8223203-7117311?pd_rd_w=ZEnei&content-id=amzn1.sym.ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_p=ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_r=769FMKEH428SGT81SEE6&pd_rd_wg=CtGRh&pd_rd_r=02d3b5d2-5270-4e18-93ec-49a2c97d7797&pd_rd_i=0435224875&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Spelling-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435806262


Any questions?
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Contact

Clare Haviland
Pronouns: She, her, hers

• (+44) 344 463 2535 
• qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
• Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com 
• Sign up to regular subject advisor updates
• Book an appointment with Clare
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https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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