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Who is ELC English
suitable for?
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Whois it for?

« EntryLevel Certificateis typically aimed atlearners with lower levels of attainment or those
who may struggle with exam-based qualifications.

« Entrylevel qualifications generally are below GCSE level and are available at three sub-
levels: Entry Levels 1,2 and 3.

- Entrylevel 3isthe most difficult &isjust below a Grade 1 GCSE.
« ELC(andELFS)doesnot countinschool performance measures.
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Contexts

« |haveafewstudentsin Y1l doing ELC aswellas GCSE using the

« Mystudents are enteredforFS,ELC and GCSE. They are in mainstream classes for English but have

additional sessions when other students are doing MFL.

« |workinasmallschool/special school/AP/PRU where most students have additional needs and are

working at different speeds and will be assessed at different times.
« I'mdelivering overlor2years.
« My students come and go during the yearand we try and assess them as soon as they are ready.

« |wanttomap out assessments over2 or 3years so thatlearners always have a clearlearning aim and

get a sense of achievement by passing a qualification at a particular level.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/ELC_mapped%20to%20GCSE%202%20year%20planner.pdf

How does ELC English compare
to Entry Level Functional Skills &
other English qualifications?
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Comparing
English
qualifications
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Available | Guided Mumber of Students’ Main Style of Admin Fees
UK/Inter- | learning | certifications | work age content & & [2025-
national | hours per yearfentry | submitted | range assessment | paperwork | 2026)
(GLH) deadline by [see updated
details each
below) yearon
18
ELC UK & Int | 60-120 1, in 15 May 14-16 Like GCSE Around 3 £31.20
May/June. each year steps
Enter by 21.2
each year.
ELFS | UK only 55 each On demand. MA 14+ Lifefwaork Around 7 £18.35
1-3 Registerin steps
autumn,
ideally.
F5 LK only 55 each On demand MA 14+ Life fwork Around 9 £11.85
L1/2 steps each
Reading/
Writing.
SLC free
GCSE | UK &Int | 120 2%, in 15 May for | 14+ Academic Around 3 £56.40
1END May/June & SUMMer; steps
or Movember. early
1ENZ Enter by 4.10 Movember
for Nov and for
21.2 for June Movember
each year. SEries



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/forms-and-administration/choosing-a-qualification-for-students-unlikely-to-achieve-a-grade-4-at-gcse.pdf

Reasons to choose ELC

* Younger students (14-16)

« Stable cohort: students stay and are present for the whole academic year

« Lookingforanassessment style & content aligned to GCSE English Language
« Lookingforanentry/admin style aligned to GCSE

Example from EL1Reading:

ANSWER QUESTIONS 3TO 7.
These questions are about a book called “The Worst Witch!
It is a story about a school for witches called Miss Cackle’s Academy.
3 Read the start of the story below, then draw lines to match the nouns with their

descriptions.

Miss Cackle's Academy for Witches stood at the top of a high mountain
surrounded by a pine forest.

It looked more like a prison than a school, with its gloomy grey walls.

Nouns Descriptions
mountain grey
forest high
walls pine

(Total for Question 3 = 3 marks)
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Reasons to choose EL FS

« Olderstudents, students withwork/life links/experience of the world of work.

« Looking for aflexible entry pattern, possibly because students may join and leave your setting through the
academicyear.

Example from EL1FS Reading:

Read Text B and answer Questions 5 to 9.

Text B

Staff wanted for The Town Cafe
Would you like to work in a cafe?

It is a nice place to work.
The money is good. There is free coffee.
The staff are fun. You can make new friends.

Talk to Priya about the jobs at the cafe.
We need a person to work on Saturday and Sunday.

To get information:

Come in and see us on Wednesday or Friday morning.
Or look at our website www.towncafe.biz
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How is ELC assessed?
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EL1
Component Assessments Total time in Total marks for
minutes for all component
tasks
Speaking and 2 tasks 4-8 20
listening
Writing 2 tasks: 1 transactional & 1 creative 30 30
Reading 2 tests: 1 fiction and 1 non-fiction 60 50
EL2
Component Assessments Total time in Total marks for
minutes for all component
tasks
Speaking and 2 tasks 6-10 20
listening
Writing 2 tasks: 1 transactional & 1 creative 60 30
Reading 2 tests: 1 fiction and 1 non-fiction 70 50
EL3
Component Assessments Total time in Total marks for
minutes for all component
tasks
Speaking and 1 task 4-6 10
listening
Writing 2 tasks: 1 transactional & 1 creative 80 40
Reading 2 tests: 1 fiction and 1 non-fiction 90 50

10



Where do | find assessment
materials? How do | record
outcomes?
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Assessment
materials: S&L

Choose from the assessmentsin
the specification oradapt these
foryour students:

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.

Task 1: Who are you?

Expected outcomes

Entry Level 1

Entry Level 2

Entry Level 3

Students will be able to:

give their name and age
and where they live

talk about whether they
have any brothers and
sisters and provide some
information about them.

Students will be able to:

give their name and date
of birth, and say if they
have any brothers and
sisters

include some additional
information, such as
whether they have any
pets and what they like
to do in their spare time.

Students will be able to:

give an extended talk to
include details about
who they are and
present information
about their family/carers

develop ideas to include
their dreams and
ambitions for the future
and any other
information that will
interest the listener.




Assessment
materials: S&L

Record details of the student’s
assessmentonthe assessmentrecord

sheet. Video-recordingis NOT required.
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Entry Level 1: Speaking and Listening

Include a description of the tasks undertaken and reasons for the marks awarded.

Task 1: AO7, AOS, AOS
/8
Task 2: AQ7, AO8, AO9
/8
AO3
/4
Total /12
EL1 Speaking and Listening total marks /20
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Assessment
materials: writing

Choose from the assessmentsin
the specification oradapt these
foryour students:
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Task 1: Write the opening of a short story entitled ‘Lost and Alone’

Expected outcomes

Entry Level 1

Entry Level 2

Entry Level 3

Writes a brief opening to
a story, with a short
description of a
character or place.

Ideas may be in bullet
points or captions to
images that tell the
story.

Writes a straightforward
opening to a story, with
a description of the
place, the landscape or
the feelings of a
character.

Writes the opening of a
story that engages the
reader. Includes
descriptions of the
setting, the atmosphere
of the place or the
feelings of the
characters. Ideas are
more developed, using
language features and
detail.

14



Assessment
materials: writing

Record details of the student’s
assessment on the assessment
record sheet.
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Entry Level 1: Writing

Include a description of the tasks undertaken and brief reasons for the marks awarded — the tasks can

also be annotated to show justification for the marks.

Task 1 AQS5 /12
AO6 /3
Total /15
AO5 /12

Task 2
AO6 /3
Total /15

EL1 Writing total marks /30
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Assessment
materials: reading

Download the Pearson-set
assessments from the website
(Edexcel Online login required).
There are achoice of 3 fictionand
3 non-fictiontopics at eachlevel.
The assessments are valid for the
lifetime of the specification. You
donotneedtolookfor
assessments dated forthe
currentacademic year.
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Entry Level Certificate

English

Course materials

FILTERS CLEARALL

CATEGORIES

(O Specification and sample assessments (2)
@ Exam materials (40)
O Forms and administration (7)

(O Teaching and learning materials (10)

CONTENT TYPE A

All
[J Mark scheme (18)

[J Question paper (18)

EXAM SERIES A

O Al

Reading assessment materials (36)

M hne 20724 (1)

Exam materials (40)

@ Pearson | Edexcel

Reading assessment materials

Do D5

NENO English Fiction Reading (Animals) Level 1 -
Valid for the lifetime of the qualification
| PDF 308.9 KB | 25 September 2023

NENO English Fiction Reading (Animals) Level 1 -
Valid for the lifetime of the qualification
| PDF520.2 KB | 25 September 2023

NENO English Fiction Reading (Animals) Level 2 -
Valid for the lifetime of the qualification
| PDF305.9 KB | 25 September 2023

NENO English Fiction Reading (Animals) Level 2 -
Valid for the lifetime of the qualification
| PDF 743.9KB | 25 September 2023

NENO English Fiction Reading (Animals) Level 3 -
Valid for the lifetime of the qualification
| PDF319.0 KB | 25 September 2023

SORT BY

Exam Series v
EXPAND ALL
A
Mark Scheme
Question Paper.
Mark Scheme
Question Paper
Mark Scheme



Assessment
materials: reading

Entry Level 1: Reading

Non-fiction /25

Fiction /25
Record details of the student’s
assessmentonthe assessmentrecord EL1 Reading total marks /50
Sheet. Total marks for Entry Level 1 /100
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Resources
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Resources |

Initial assessment/practice papers: use , tasksin the specification

: forgetting a sense of performance at each level and to understand what your students are
aiming for.

includes completed assessment record sheets and demonstrate teacher marking annotation which you
canuse as a model forcompleting documents for your students.

| Entry Level 3: Speaking and Listening  pjscussion included with this exemplar ‘ Candidate 1: Writing Task 2
| Include a description of the tasks undertaken and ' reasons 1 fur the rnarks Ewgrr_!_ed ‘
Task 1: Performance poem discussion AQ7, AODB, AOB D I: |
Lo Cl y eounci
Students discussed how thelr life experiences Inﬂuenced a | lubs
performan:e poem they had written. hdw@- o/10 : cum Writing ko yYou to ask You Es QPen a _rap Clv
Z/u«eb\\ean %:?.d
gn-.med Yo oﬂ-us pév P
| Entry Level 3: Writing Howing no where to go wlen hamelije is revgh /
Include a description of the tasks undertaken and brief reasons for the marks awarded — the m vl H < - Y
| tasks can also be ar to show justification for the marks. ey [l R ¥ ens thak | would like to d" by have gore peace
Task 1 - Creative Writing - War Story AOS becavse myseis and bhese Kids are bared .
Using images as prompts, write an introduction to a war story. 6/12 {
Sowa vae @) Aexc rphrive b—'ﬂ'\bfwvb R ;
howserrr, e shoryy (ocuwn’yy m-.r,s»wrj 38 Vi 9o ko bhe rap clob Lvery day becavse | hewve nothiag
Lo oo dfbes Schod arat grm Play games.
[ Total
9/20 The rap clos can beip fPortgmouth yovpgers
Task 2 - Transactional Writing - Rap Club letter A5 ) Ehek noang will belp us with ot Ghe nam et
1112 anad ke(P v5 Mabe OPen et Juture  in cupping
Students to write to their local council asking for a venue to be .
provided to open a Rap Ciub. Clac~c, ‘.-n»qa‘s\-?dk ':?: and People want ko rap we will beach anyeac  wWha
Lebie~ o4 0\-61‘72%)‘1\-&8\0\6_) o o | wWanke
R R §
Total T
18/20 l/’ ve do b it Maly Stop Police e sting Eheir LSL V=
— Eime Wwith Petty crim<
EL3 Writing total marks 27740
Entry Level 3: u ] e Al
Non-fiction 2.0/25 | look Jorviards bo Leorlng from Y0 Soon
t ours Si
Fiction iG72s Yours Sincerell
| o S . ! ) . charer Acidemey
EL3 ing total marks __ 3&/50 Hyde park road
L [ Total marks for Entry Level 3 | 74/100

savbheea. Ports mavhh ”ﬂnbs

| 3 Pok 4 hi
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/English%20Language/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/cc02517-gcse-english-language-collated-sams-for-checking-v2-final-2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Entry%20Level%20Certificate/English/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/ELC-in-English-2018-Exemplars.zip

Resources 2

. 2-year model and 2-year model mapped to GCSE English
Language
(past training pack)

You could make use of

Copyright 2025 Pearson .Allrights reserve d.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-entry-level-certificate/english-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FPast-training-content
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-functional-skills/english-2019.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-1&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-2&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Level%2FEntry-Level-3
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FAssessment-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015/teaching-support/lets-think-in-english.html

Published teaching resources

Skills forwriting

Inspire Englishrange

Grammar Matters Too

Spelling Matters Too

Copyright 2025 Pearson. All rights reserved.

English -
glNlEP.N.ﬂ'[ﬂNA.L

Skills for Writing

| GRAMMAR |
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https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/english-and-media/skills-for-writing-1
https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/ilower-secondary/inspire-english-international.html
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grammar-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435224875/ref=pd_bxgy_thbs_d_sccl_1/258-8223203-7117311?pd_rd_w=ZEnei&content-id=amzn1.sym.ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_p=ec630614-3f9e-4b7f-ba9a-fe89f8e4113f&pf_rd_r=769FMKEH428SGT81SEE6&pd_rd_wg=CtGRh&pd_rd_r=02d3b5d2-5270-4e18-93ec-49a2c97d7797&pd_rd_i=0435224875&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Spelling-Matters-Too-Student-Book/dp/0435806262

Any questions?



Contact

Clare Haviland

Pronouns: She, her, hers
e (+44) 344 463 2535
e qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
e Email: teachingenglish@pearson.com
e Sign up to regular subject advisor updates
e Book an appointment with Clare
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https://www.stonewall.org.uk/help-advice/faqs-and-glossary/glossary-terms#pronoun
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/English@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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