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Introduction 
This material is provided for guidance only, it is by no means compulsory and 
centres can and are encouraged to use their own interpretation. 

The examples are taken from real portfolios that have been presented for 
moderation in past years. 

The notes that go with the slides are written to give guidance to centres so that it is 
clear what the Principal Moderator is looking for under each title in the Candidate 
Assessment Booklet. 

 

 

 

The portfolio can be either A4 or A3 in size and suitably bound to keep the pages in 
order, it may be more advantageous to the student to use A4 at this level so that 
filling the sheet is not too daunting.  Students can be allowed to design some of their 
own sheet layout for a portfolio but need careful guidance with some sheets 
prepared by the teacher.  These teacher prepared sheet should give guidance but 
not be too restrictive or prescriptive. 

The work can be on a formatted design sheet with a border and title block.  Cut and 
paste techniques enable mistakes to be made without wasting a whole sheet.  The 
last task to be completed in the portfolio is to number the pages which makes 
annotation easier. 
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Investigate: Analysing the Brief 
Identify key points in your design brief to guide your research. 

 

One page containing some comment as to what research may be needed to lead to 
some design ideas.  This could be in the form of a series of questions to be 
answered by some research or may be a brainstorm carried out in groups. 

 

 

Research 
Present relevant and selective research that addresses the key points identified in 
your design brief.  Investigate a similar existing product to find out some useful 
information about the materials it is made from that will help your designing. 

  

Careful guidance from the teacher is needed here to ensure the research is relevant 
and targeted.  Some suggested web pages may be found by the teacher beforehand 
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to help guide the information that could be gathered.  Analysis of an existing similar 
product could include a disassembly task to help focus the student and could be a 
group activity. 

 

 

Specification 
Develop a design specification for your product using the following headings: 

• form 
• function 
• material and component requirements. 

 

In this section a prepared sheet can guide the students to give easy access to a 
suitable series of statements under each heading.  Some prepared statements could 
be used to guide students, these could be cut and pasted onto a pre-prepared sheet. 

 

 

Design: Initial Ideas 
Present a range of different initial ideas for your product that meet most of the points 
in your specification.  Annotate your designs/plans showing the materials, 
components and processes you will need to make them. Justify the use of some of 
the materials you have selected. Discuss your designs with peers focusing on 
general and technical points to decide on improvements for development. 
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A range of up to three designs could be proposed here and should be presented in 
3D by use of grid paper.  Each design should be different to the others and include 
some important detail such as materials, finishes or dimensions with some reason 
for their inclusion.  The designs could be discussed in groups to help identify parts of 
the design where improvements could be made. 

 

 

Review 
Review your design ideas against your specification criteria and choose the best 
one to develop in more detail. Use feedback from peers to help you form your 
decision. 

 

Use some of the points from the specification to compare the design ideas against, 
this could be done as a group activity and then a conclusion which highlights the 
best idea can be proposed.  
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Develop  
Develop your best design idea into a final design idea that improves your initial idea.  
Make a model of your final idea to test an aspect of design.   Draw your final design 
showing all the major dimensions and the materials it is made from.  

      
Some development that may be cosmetic should be included in the drawings of the 
chosen designs.  These drawings should include all the major details of construction 
as well as dimension.  Models of one part of the product should be included to help 
work out how that aspect of the product might work or be made. 
 

 

 

Make: Production Plan  

Plan a sequence of tasks in an appropriate order for making your product. 

 

Work out a list of the correct sequence of production and include some timings to 
guide the progress of the making process.  This is best completed on a teacher 
prepared sheet that again could use cut and pasted statements. 
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Making Skills 
Make a product using a range of component parts using different materials, 
components, equipment, techniques and processes that functions adequately and 
matches some specification points. Select, with guidance, tools, equipment and 
processes, including CAD/CAM where appropriate, for specific uses. Use different 
making skills that demonstrate some accuracy, in most cases, of manufacture and 
construction of component parts and their assembly. Make your product safely. 

 
A photographic diary of the main processes of making give the best evidence here 
for the moderator.  It should be of each individual as the product progresses to show 
selection of tool and equipment as well as safe working practice. 
 
 
 
 

Quality of Final Outcome 
Make component parts that are functional, complete and assembled into a finished 
product or sub-systems of the product. Produce a product that matches the 
specification criteria but whose function is limited. 
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There should be a completed product and here too photographic evidence is best to 
assist moderation. There should be at least three photographs of the completed 
product as required on the CAB.  These photographs should include one of the 
whole product with some indication of scale, the other photographs should be 
detailed close-up pictures of joints, assembly, fitting etc. to enable the quality to be 
seen. 

 

Test and Evaluate: Test and Evaluate Final Outcome 
Test and review your final product against your specification criteria. 

 

Simple testing of the completed product can be recorded on a pre-prepared sheet 
and again cut and paste can be used to assist students. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
9 

Pearson ELC 8911 Exemplar Coursework RMT Level 2 
 
 

Suggest Improvements 
Identify some ideas for how your product could be improved if it were made again. 

 

Group work can be used to help students to suggest improvements that could be 
made to their completed product. 

 

 

 

Candidate Assessment Book (CAB) 
Ensure the CAB is completed with some annotation.  Basic page numbers is the 
minimum to show where the evidence assessed for each assessment point can be 
found in the portfolio. 

Better annotation includes notes from the teacher assessor to help explain why that 
point has been accepted. 

Assessor Witness Statement 
Ensure the main processes are listed and commented on as to how well the 
candidate managed each task and what help or assistance they had during 
manufacture. 

Make sure this is signed and dated by the teacher assessor. 

Candidate Declaration 
Ensure that the candidate and the teacher assessor both sign and date the 
declaration or the work may be returned to the centre for this to be completed. 
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