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In the  Entry 3, Level 1 and Level 2 writing assessments, learners need to include a plan, which they 
are assessed on.

Suitable choices for a plan include:
• spider diagram
• lists
• notes
• draft
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At Entry 3, planning is worth 3 marks:

• Plan uses a recognisable format
• Uses notes/abbreviations/symbols/key words in the plan to indicate content
• Content of plan is relevant to given task.

Learners need to achieve two of the three marks to pass.

When marking, the assessor should tick the plan to indicate recognisable format, key words to 
indicate content, appropriate content. 
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At Level 1, planning is worth 2 marks:

• There is implied planning in the answer. 
• There is some evidence of a plan. Content of the plan is relevant to the given scenario

Learners need to achieve both marks to pass.

When marking, the assessor should tick the plan to indicate recognisable format and appropriate 
content. 
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At Level 2, planning is worth 3 marks:

• There is implied planning in the answer. 
• Content of the plan is relevant to the given scenario
• There is some evidence of a plan, which shows what the candidate to intends cover in their 

answer.

Learners need to achieve two of the three marks to pass.

When marking, the assessor should tick the plan to indicate implied planning, relevant content 
and evidence of a plan.
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Using Planning In The Classroom

Tutors should try to incorporate planning for written tasks into the classroom environment.

One idea is to encourage the learners to plan a response as an outcome rather than just as a 
prelude to writing. This way the planning in itself becomes important and the tutor can use to plan 
to see if the learners would have responded to the question fully.

Another idea is for learners to compare plans, that way they can gain ideas from their peers.

To support with this, Pearson has created some planning activity handouts based on past 
assessments.
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