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Aims for the day

• Consider teaching, learning & assessment 

approaches and share practice within the externally 

assessed units

• Receive feedback from the previous external 

assessment series

• Consider learner responses to specific questions 

and/or tasks

• Share practice in planning for externally assessed 

units

• Identify common issues

• Have the opportunity to ask questions

• Have the opportunity to network



BTEC Nationals in 
Creative Digital Media 
Production

Externally assessed units



Curriculum Planning

Qual Size Unit  1 Unit 3 Unit 5 Unit 8 

Extended 

Certificate

✔ ✗ ✗ ✔

Foundation 

Diploma
✔ ✗ ✗ ✔

Extended 

Diploma
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

Tech Levels 

Extended 

Certificate

✗ ✔ ✗ ✗

Tech Levels 

Diploma
✗ ✔ ✗ ✔



Planning for External Assessment

• Things to consider:

• requirements of the specification

• availability of papers

• resources

• teaching and learning activities

• synopticity

• retake opportunities.



BTEC Level 3 Nationals from 

2016 in Creative Digital Media 

Production

Unit 8: Responding 

to a Commission



UUnit 8

Unit 8: Responding to a Commission

Task

2 week 

window

Dec/Jan &

May/June
Purpose



Key changes to the unit

The tasks have been redesigned 

and changed from being Part A 

and Part B to being a single part.

The paper will be released at the 

beginning of a two week 

assessment window timetabled by 

Pearson.



Key changes to the unit

During the assessment window learners must have:

• Opportunity for independent research (10 hours 

recommended)

• 2 hours of Monitored Preparation (preparing 

notes*)

• 6 hours of Supervised Assessment (increased 

from 5 hours in previous series)



Monitored Preparation

Learners should prepare notes to take into the 
supervised assessment period.

• maximum of 3 sides of A4 and can be handwritten 
or typed in 10pt font.

• Include information from research

• Include facts relating to the commission and 
existing practice.

Learner notes cannot include:

• pre-prepared answers for activities

• assets or materials to be used in the activities.
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Supervised Assessment

Learners will undertake 4 tasks and create 4 preproduction 
documents:

1. Rationale (approx 1hr)

2. Pitch (approx 1hr)

3. Proposal (approx 2hrs)

4. Treatment (approx 2hrs)

Approximate timings for each task have now been added 
to the paper to support learners to plan their time 
effectively.

Removal of the common answer booklet and templates 
provides a more flexible approach to the unit
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Changes to Mark Grids

The total marks for the unit have changed from 75 

to 72.

Activit

y

Outcome Marks Changes

1 Rationale 16 Increased by 1 mark

2 Pitch 16 Increased by 1 mark

3 Proposal 20 Unchanged

4 Treatment 20 Decreased by 5 

marks



Feedback from the last series

Overall Performance of the Unit

• Learner performance was generally consistent across the 

paper.

• Overall evidence of effective Teaching and Learning of 

the unit.

• Paper was considered to be slightly less accessible.



Activity 1 - The Rationale

1. Using the unit specification 

what are the key points that 

should be included in a 

response to the Rationale?

2. Using the June 18 

assessment, what information 

could learners extract from 

the stimulus material?

3. What further research should 

the learners be doing during 

the preparatory stage? 



Rationale 1

Read through 

Rationale 1.

Using the mark grid –

what mark Band 

would you place this 

work in?



Rationale 1

MARK BAND 3 – 15/15
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Activity 2 - The Pitch

Instructions to learners:

You will need to convey your idea in a succinct and 

persuasive way through a written pitch. 

You will need to ‘sell’ the idea to the client by including an 

overview of the content and style of your idea to 

persuade the client that it is worth considering. 

(maximum 500 words)

Compare and contrast Pitch 1 and Pitch 2 in relation to 

this instruction.



Pitch 1

MARK BAND 2 – 10/15



Pitch 2

MARK BAND 2 – 10/15



Activity 3 - The Proposal

Review Proposal 1 in your delegate 

book.

What’s Missing?

Consider

• Content 

• Technical considerations

• Contributors, assets, locations  

and equipment 

• Legal and ethical considerations 

• Scheduling and planning 

considerations



The Proposal

Review Proposal 2 in your delegate 

book.

1. What mark band would this work sit 

in?

2. What mark would it get?

3. What suggestions for improvements 

could be made?



Proposal 2

MARK BAND 4 – 16/20



Activity 4 - The Treatment

a) Looking at the mark scheme, what 

are the key things that a high 

scoring candidate must include?

b) Try to provide some examples from 

your own subject area - If it was an 

outline for a 

website/video/magazine/game, 

what would you expect in the visual 

elements and justifications?

c) Look through the examples and 

highlight the strengths and 

weaknesses.



Treatment 1

MARK BAND 5 – 21/25



Treatment 2

MARK BAND 4 – 16/25



TOP TIPS for the unit

● Practice writing proposals, pitches and treatments prior to sitting the 

paper.

● Timing - make sure learners are scheduling their time across all 

tasks.

● Pay attention to word counts.

● Less focus on content and more focus on stylistic choices and 

production plans

● Constantly refer back to the client commission to ensure that the 

ideas meet the requirements of the target audience and the client.



BTEC Level 3 Nationals from 2016 in 

Creative Digital Media Production

Unit 5: Specialist 

Subject 

Investigation



Unit 5U

Unit 5: Specialist Subject Investigation

Task

Part A – Pre Released

Part B - Examination

Jan &

May/June

Digital 

Submission 

Purpose



Key changes to the unit

Research Period

The 18 hours for conducting 
research have been split  

12 hours of independent 
primary research 

6 hours of monitored 
secondary research.



Key changes to the unit

The Paper

A stimulus material page 
has been added to Part B

Wording in the set task 
section for Activities 1, 2, 
3, 4 and 5 has been 
changed to reflect the 
stimulus material.



Key changes to the unit

The Mark Grid

In the Sample marking grid, 
assessment focus 1, 2, 3 and 4 
titles have changed.

For assessment focus 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5 wording in some bullet 
points for some of the bands has 
changed.

Mark distribution between bands 
for assessment focus 4 and 5 
has changed to be correct.



Research
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Clarify Search Delve Evaluate Cite



1. Consideration of the theme

2. Primary and secondary research -

• minimum of two different primary 

sources

• minimum of four different secondary 

sources

• maximum of ten sources should be 

used.

3.    Prepared notes:

• up to four A4 sides

• handwritten or 10pt font.

• bullets of quotes, dates, figures.

Part A - Preparation



1. Analysis of unseen materials

Learners will be provided with a 1 

page information graphic.

The graphic will provide background 

secondary research in relation to the 

theme.

Learners must identify and extract 

the key information

2. Learners use the information 

and their research to answer 5 

questions

Part B - Exam



Overall Performance of the Unit

• Learners responded well to the stimulus material.

• Learners responded more effectively to questions 1, 2 and 

3 which required them to explain research methods and 

techniques used and conclusions drawn.

• Learners did less well on questions 4 and 5 which required 

them to make logical arguments relating to future trends. 



Feedback from the last series

Activity 1 

Stimulus material – Superheroes in the media

Explain how research techniques have been 
applied in the stimulus material to explore the 
issues raised.

See Learner 1

36



Activity 1

Learner 1 – 11/15
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Feedback from the last series

Activity 2 

Explain your reasons for choosing the research 
methods you used to investigate media debates 
raised by the stimulus material.

See Learner 2
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Activity 2

Learner 2 – 11/15
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Feedback from the last series

Activity 3 

Explain how the conclusions drawn from your 
research support or challenge the findings of the 
stimulus material.

See Learner 3
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Activity 3

Learner 3 – 12/15
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Feedback from the last series

Activity 4 

With reference to both your own research and 
the stimulus material, explain the changes you 
anticipate to future media consumption in a 
specific media sector.

See Learner 4
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Activity 4

Learner 4 – 9/10
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Feedback from the last series

Activity 5 

Explain what further research could be carried 
out on this topic and how this could help to give 
a more accurate prediction of future 
consumption trends.

See Learner 5
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Activity 5

Learner 5 – 7/10
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Unit 5 – Specialist Subject Investigation 

TOP TIPS for the unit

• Plan research and clearly identify the purpose.

• Use secondary sources, including both statistics 

and quotes, to develop and support the primary 

findings.

• Make clear comparisons between their own 

research and the stimulus material.

• Consider the validity of their own research, methods 

and techniques, and those used in the stimulus 

material.

• Clearly justify all conclusions made with logical 

reasoning.
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Susan Young

Creative Digital 

Media Production

UK: 020 7010 2181

Intl +44 (0)20 7010 

2181

TeachingMedia@Pears

on.com
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GRTT NEW Pearson BTEC Nationals in Creative Digital Media Production

Your Subject Advisor

mailto:TeachingMedia@Pearson.com


Website

BTEC Level 3 Creative Digital Media Production (2016) 

qualification page

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-
nationals/creative-digital-media-production-2016.htmlBTEC 

Key Documents

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-
brands/btec/delivering-btec/key-documents.html

Edexcel Online

https://www.edexcelonline.com/Account/Login.aspx

My BTEC

https://mybtec.pearson.com/MyBTEC/Home/Home#/

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/creative-digital-media-production-2016.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec/delivering-btec/key-documents.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/Account/Login.aspx
https://mybtec.pearson.com/MyBTEC/Home/Home#/


Review aims for the day

• Consider teaching, learning & assessment 

approaches and share practice within the externally 

assessed units

• Receive feedback from the previous external 

assessment series

• Consider learner responses to specific questions 

and/or tasks

• Share practice in planning for externally assessed 

units

• Identify common issues

• Have the opportunity to ask questions

• Have the opportunity to network
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Thank you for attending today…

We hope you have found this event useful.

You will be emailed a link to the evaluation form after the event 

today. In order to continue to improve our offer, please take the 

opportunity to complete it.

You can also access it here:

https://goo.gl/forms/Wzl6UjQSg14ExRg22

THANK YOU!

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://goo.gl/forms/Wzl6UjQSg14ExRg22&data=02|01||92efcd54bd9c46b5a2cd08d6009a2739|84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa|1|0|636697059413779093&sdata=tTzqQIdPoXqg3DQGpruQtVOD4dGddkB1ikgk69hYs2c=&reserved=0


DfE update on 
re-sit 

opportunities 
for level 3 

learners

The DfE has let us know:

“Ahead of courses commencing in 
September, Ministers have decided 
that whilst pre-existing 
qualifications are being offered 
alongside the new qualifications the 
additional retake opportunity 
should continue.”

What this means for you in 
2018/19: 

Two resit opportunities

All learners registering from 
September 2018 will have a 
maximum of two opportunities to 
re-sit external assessments (three 
attempts in total).



N grade

In March 2018 
Ofqual
announced the 
removal of the 
must-pass hurdle 
for external 
assessments as 
part of level 3 
Applied General 
and Tech Level 
qualifications.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/applied-generals-and-tech-levels-additional-guidance


N grade- How is it calculated?

The N grade is calculated for each assessment (i.e. it will 
be different for each unit, each examination period). 
There are two approaches to establishing the N grade.

It will either fall halfway between the Pass grade 
boundary and Zero. 

Or it will be calculated, using the difference of marks 
between the Pass and Merit, taken from the Pass.

The approach depends on the grade boundaries that 
have been awarded.



N 

Grade 

Table

Unit 
Grade

U

N

P

M

D

90 GLH

0

6

9

15

24

120 
GLH

0

8

12

20

32

150 
GLH

0

10

15

25

40
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