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This sample of learner work is for the BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Art and Design Practice. The 
learner has produced work in response to three different assignments during the course of Unit A1: Skills 
Development. All assignment briefs used for generating this learner work have been written by the centre and 
have been contextualised to the centre’s delivery plans and requirements. The assignment briefs have been 
included here for information only and some key information has been removed.

The learner work that follows has been assessed accurately to national standards. This is one example of a mixture 
of Merit and Distinction grade achievement for the following Assessment Criteria:

A1.1 Explore and Develop investigation skills for informing ideas - Distinction 

A1.2 Explore and develop problem solving skills - Merit 

A1.3 Explore and develop creative technical skills - Merit

A1.4 Explore and develop professional skills and behaviours - Distinction

A1.5 Explore and develop communication skills - Merit

Please note: 
This is just one example of how learners can achieve this unit. Centres may use a variety of delivery and 
assessment methods, providing the emphasis is on learners demonstrating the skills covered by the assessment 
criteria.

Some elements of the learner work in these materials have been blurred out to ensure anonymity. 
Information within the assessment paperwork has also been redacted to preserve anonymity.

Although documentation is not included for the purposes of this document:
• all assignment briefs must be internally verified before being released to learners
• all learners and assessors must sign a declaration authenticating the evidence as the learners’ own

We encourage you to use this work to standardise your assessment teams and demonstrate the level of response 
expected to achieve the different targeted grades outcome. 

Introduction
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A1.1 Explore and develop investigation skills for informing ideas Distinction 3 Points

The learner has achieved a Distinction in AC1: Informing Ideas with this submission.

This learner has explored a wide range of artists and designers throughout the three assignments, the initial research and ideas in the first 
assignment has clearly allowed the learner to improve their skills, with later exploration and development becoming much more
accomplished. The critical analysis becomes more pertinent to the learners intentions as the learner progresses through the unit. The learner 
has demonstrated accomplished research, investigation and the critical analysis skills used to interpret briefs, develop ideas for work, and 
inform plans for progression, demonstrating a thorough understanding of industry and personal practice. The work of others clearly informs 
and inspires the learners work and use of investigation skills consistently improve during the exploration of A1 Skills Development. 

A1.2 Explore and develop problem solving skills Merit 2 Points

The learner has achieved a Merit in AC2: Problem Solving with this submission.

The learner has shown sound use of ideas generation, experimentation, testing and review across all assignments. There is clear reflection 
on work showing emerging awareness of how solutions relate to intended meaning, purpose and function. In this submission we can see the 
learner, at times, presents the first idea as the final outcome, where there could have been several ideas exploring the brief before selection 
for the outcome. There is also evidence that the learner becomes overly reliant on proven techniques and processes in solving the problems 
presented.  For this learner to be able to meet the Distinction criteria there needs to be evidence of a greater confidence in the work 
produced.

A1.3 Explore and develop creative technical skills Merit 2 Points

The learner has achieved a Merit in AC3: Technical Skills with this submission.

Generally the learner has demonstrated an effective selection and application of media, materials, techniques and processes with a clear 
awareness of their effect on communication through outcomes. The learner has experimented with a wide variety of different media and 
materials including digital skills, photography skills and textiles techniques. It is clear that some of the experimentation is much more 
sophisticated than others, however there is generally consistent technical competence shown through development and execution. The 
learner fails to achieve the distinction grade primarily due to the lack of refinement in the work. The outcomes are not always fully proficient 
or sophisticated.

Commentary
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A1.4 Explore and develop professional skills and behaviours Distinction 3 Points

The learner has achieved a Distinction in AC4: Professional Practice with this submission.

The learner has shown a thorough understanding and application of accomplished professional practice skills, behaviours and approaches 
used in a sustained and considered way. All three projects were well managed and submitted on time. The work presented is well organised 
and provide an excellent narrative to the project undertaken. The learner has shown awareness of the creative process in the construction of 
the body of work and has demonstrated professional skills and practice throughout all the assignments, this evidence was also collected in 
the form of a Record of Practical Activity completed by the Assessor. 

A1.5 Explore and develop communication skills Merit 2 Points

The learner has achieved a Merit in AC5: Communication with this submission.

The learner has demonstrated an effective communication of meaning, purpose and function of work in relation to intentions and audience. 
There is a clear understanding and use of effective presentation methods, formats and conventions used to reflect qualities and engage the 
audience. The learner has acknowledged some elements of how the work will communicate concepts through the outcomes. However, a 
greater emphasis of how the products are relevant to the client would be beneficial as this is never fully explored. The learner acknowledges 
placement, such as billboard, bookstore or poster, but fails to act on possible client/audience feedback.

General Comments

It is important to note that the learner has produced a wide variety of work across the three projects and throughout the submission which 
represents an extended period of time where progression in skills has taken place. When making summative grading decisions against the 
five assessment criteria, the assessor has made a holistic judgement based on evidence where the learner’s skills and abilities have been 
demonstrated sufficiently to indicate an established skillset.

Commentary
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Assignment 1: 

Environmental Awareness – Information 

Graphics.

Assignment Brief
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Learner Work
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Assignment 2: 

The Great British Holiday?

Assignment Brief
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Learner Work
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Assignment 3: 

Penguin Book Cover

Assignment Brief
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Learner Work
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Record of Practical Activity
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Assessment Record
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Assessment Record




