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Instructions
This booklet contains material for the completion of the set task under
supervised conditions. The set task is out of 60 marks.
This booklet is specific to each series and this material must only be issued to
learners who have been entered to undertake the task in the specified series.
This booklet may be given to learners as soon as it is received, so that learners
can start the research/preparatory period in advance of the final supervised
assessment period.
This set task should be undertaken between January and May and submitted
by 15th May as specified by Pearson.
Information
The total mark for this paper is 60.
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Instructions to Teachers/Tutors and/or Invigilators
The set task brief will be released in January each year. Learners are required
to design and realise a production element using the information
given in the set task brief. It is recommended that learners spend
approximately 10 hours on the research and planning of the production
element; and approximately 30 hours on the design and realisation
of the production element.
All learner work for the set task brief must be completed independently.
The set task is a formal external assessment and must be conducted with
reference to the instructions in this task booklet and the Instructions
for Conducting External Assessments (ICEA) document to ensure that
the supervised period is conducted correctly and that learners have the
opportunity to carry out the required activities independently.
Teachers/tutors and invigilators should note that they are responsible for
maintaining security and for reporting issues to Pearson. In particular:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

only permitted materials for the set task can be brought into the
supervised environment
during any permitted break and at the end of the session
materials must be kept securely and no items removed from the
supervised environment.

After the session the teacher/tutor or invigilator will confirm that all learner
work was be completed independently as part of the authentication
submitted to Pearson.
Outcomes for submission
Two pieces of evidence must be submitted by each learner.
An e-portfolio of no more than 20 A4 pages containing evidence of research,
planning, design development and realisation of a production element:
ÂÂ

stored securely after completion until the time of submission

ÂÂ

saved as a PDF document.

Individual filmed presentation lasting 10–15 minutes:

2

2

ÂÂ

the recording must be carried out by the supervising teacher/tutor

ÂÂ

a single recording must be submitted for each learner

ÂÂ

recordings should not be edited, amended or manipulated

ÂÂ

learners may not be assisted or prompted during the recording
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ÂÂ

ÂÂ

the presentation may be recorded in front of a small audience but their
presence should not interfere with the clarity of the recording
recordings should be saved as a WMV, MOV or MP4 file.

The work for each learner should be saved in a clearly labelled digital folder.
Each learner must complete an authentication sheet.

Instructions for Learners
Read the contextual information carefully as this contains all the information
you need to complete the set task brief.
Plan your time carefully to allow for the preparation and completion
of all the activities.
You must work independently and should not share your work with
other learners.
Your teacher/tutor may clarify the wording that appears in this document
but cannot provide any guidance in completion of the activities.
Outcomes for submission
You must submit two pieces of evidence for assessment.
ÂÂ

An e-portfolio:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

saved as a PDF document
with separate audio files for sound production outcomes saved
as .wav, .mp3 or .aiff files.

An individual filmed presentation:
ÂÂ

saved as a .wmv, .mov or .MP4 file.

Each learner must complete an authentication sheet.
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Set Task information
The context and purpose of the work
ÂÂ You are working in the production department of a performance
company specialising in bringing classic stories to life in new and
innovative ways.
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

The company’s production department is known for its imaginative
production designs.
The production will be performed in the company’s black box studio.
The studio seats 200 and the production will be performed end on
to an audience of teenagers and young adults.

The production concept
ÂÂ The company is developing a new production of Sleeping Beauty.
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

The production will combine naturalistic and supernatural elements.
The action will be set in a reimagined Victorian Britain where 19th
century industrial design combines with futuristic science-fiction.
This concept should be used as inspiration for the style and mood
of the production design.

Details of the given scene
ÂÂ Characters:

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

Aurora (Sleeping Beauty)

ÂÂ

the Prince

ÂÂ

Maleficent.

Setting:
ÂÂ

the highest room of a tower

ÂÂ

the room is furnished with only a bed and a spinning wheel

ÂÂ

the scene takes place just as night falls.

Action:
ÂÂ

4

4

the Prince climbs through the window, looks around and notices
Aurora asleep on the bed as if she were lying in state. By her side is a
musical jewellery box. The Prince opens it, listens to it for a while and
closes it again
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ÂÂ

ÂÂ

the Prince leans over and kisses Aurora. She wakes and slowly looks
around. She is initially frightened but the Prince manages to calm her,
explaining what has happened and why he is there
the Prince helps Aurora to her feet and they walk towards the window
to find Maleficent is blocking their way.

Set Task information
You have been asked by the production company to design and realise one
of the following production elements for the given scene in the production
of Sleeping Beauty: They would like you to explain your realised design in a
filmed presentation.
Costume
You will design and make Aurora’s full costume for this scene.
You should consider the following when designing and making
the costume:
ÂÂ

Aurora has been sleeping for 100 years

ÂÂ

she comes from a rich family

ÂÂ

she was bewitched at the age of 21 and hasn’t aged since.

Make-up
You will design and realise the make-up for the Prince.
You should consider the following when designing and realising
the make-up:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

the Prince is in his mid-twenties
he has been travelling for many weeks and has had to cope with many
hardships on his journey
he has to cut his way through thorns in order to reach tower walls, which
he climbed with his bare hands.
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Set
You will design and make an interior section of the room in which
Aurora sleeps.
You should consider the following when designing and making this
item of set:
ÂÂ

the room has no door and a single window

ÂÂ

it has been untouched for 100 years and nature has begun to take over

ÂÂ

it was originally designed to hold prisoners.

Prop
You will design and make the musical jewellery box.
You should consider the following when designing and making the prop:
ÂÂ

it has a lid that opens and closes

ÂÂ

it is Aurora’s most treasured possession and has her name on it.

ÂÂ

it was a one of a kind gift made specifically for Aurora.

Sound
You will design and realise three sound effects for the scene as follows:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ambient soundscape coming from the environment that surrounds the
tower at the beginning of the scene (1 minute). The room at the top of
the tower is high above the surrounding forest below
the sound of the jewellery box as it is opened, plays an ancient melody,
and is closed again (30 seconds). The jewellery box hasn’t been opened in
100 years
the sound that accompanies the appearance of Maleficent (1 minute).
She appears suddenly and her presence is threatening and evil.

Lighting
You will design and realise three lighting states, incorporating transitions
and effects for the scene as follows:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

6

6

the beginning of the scene to indicate the setting as night falls
(1 minute). The window is the only source of light and there is no
artificial lighting outside the tower
to coincide with Aurora awakening (1 minute). She awakens slowly in a
state of confusion, then becomes fully aware of the Prince’s presence
to coincide with Maleficent appearing by the window (30 seconds).
She appears suddenly and her presence is threatening and evil.
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Set Task
Activity 1 – E-portfolio
Document all research, planning, design development and realisation of
your production element in an e-portfolio of no more than 20 A4 pages,
to include:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

initial responses to the brief and evidence of research
a production plan showing use of time, resources and consideration
of budget
development stages of design work, e.g. mood boards, rough sketches,
plans, try outs, computer-aided designs (CAD)
final designs, e.g. sketches, drawings, scale technical plans, 3D scale
models, maquettes, ground plans, elevations, screenshots,
computer-aided designs (CAD)
evidence of the production/realisation process, e.g. step-by-step
photographs, screenshots

ÂÂ

annotation and commentary to explain and support all material included

ÂÂ

photographs of the finished visual product:

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

showing all angles, interiors/exteriors, sides of designs

ÂÂ

close up shots of design details

ÂÂ

showing designs in use/on models where appropriate

ÂÂ

showing various states of transition where appropriate

ÂÂ

properly lit and in focus

ÂÂ

embedded into the e-portfolio PDF document

audio recordings of sound elements:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

saved as .wav, .MP3 or .aiff files (these do not need to be embedded
into the e-portfolio)
clearly labelled to indicate what each file contains (e.g. ambient
forest sound).
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Consideration should be given to the quality of the images selected for the
portfolio. These should be of sufficient size to show the quality of the work.
Each page can include a combination of images and written work. Work is to
be accessed digitally so it may be necessary to photograph or scan selected
pieces of development work.
Total for Activity 1 = 45 marks
Activity 2 – Individual filmed presentations
Present your final production element to camera and explain how
your design addresses the requirements of the given brief. The filmed
presentation should last 10–15 minutes and:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

demonstrate how the work addresses the context, purpose and concept
of the production
provide justification for the materials, processes and techniques used to
realise your design in response to the brief
present costume and make-up outcomes on a live model and showing
from all angles
present lighting and sound outcomes for their full duration.

You are allowed to use visual aids during your presentation to support your
ideas and justifications.
Total for Activity 2 = 15 marks

END OF TASK

8

8

TOTAL FOR TASK = 60 MARKS
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Unit 3: Production Design and Realisation –
sample marking grid
General marking guidance


All learners must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first learner
in exactly the same way as they mark the last.



Marking grids should be applied positively. Learners must be rewarded for what they
have shown they can do rather than be penalised for omissions.



Examiners should mark according to the marking grid, not according to their
perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.



All marks on the marking grid should be used appropriately.



All the marks on the marking grid are designed to be awarded. Examiners should
always award full marks if deserved. Examiners should be prepared to award zero
marks if the learner’s response is not rewardable according to the marking grid.



Where judgement is required a marking grid will provide the principles by which
marks will be awarded.



When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking grid to a
learner’s response, a senior examiner should be consulted.

Specific marking guidance
The marking grids have been designed to assess learner work holistically.
Rows within the grids identify the assessment focus/outcome being targeted. When
using a marking grid, the ‘best fit’ approach should be used.
●

Examiners should first make a holistic judgement on which band most closely
matches the learner response and place it within that band. Learners will be
placed in the band that best describes their answer.

●

The mark awarded within the band will be decided based on the quality of the
answer in response to the assessment focus/outcome and will be modified
according to how securely all bullet points are displayed at that band.

●

Marks will be awarded towards the top or bottom of that band depending on
how they have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points.
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Unit 3: Production Design and Realisation – marking grid 1

The annotated eportfolio provides evidence for marking grids 1, 2 and 3.

Level

0

1

2

3

Mark

0

1–3

4–6

7–9

10


No rewardable material.

AO1 Demonstrate
understanding of the
requirements of a
design brief



Initial ideas demonstrate basic
understanding of the production
concept.
Basic planning of activities and
resources, showing
understanding of some of the
requirements of the design
brief.





Initial ideas demonstrate
competent understanding of the
production concept.
Clear and methodical planning
of activities and resources,
showing understanding of most
of the requirements of the
design brief.




Initial ideas demonstrate
comprehensive understanding
of the production concept.
Comprehensive and detailed
planning of activities and
resources, showing effective
understanding of all
requirements of the design
brief.
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Unit 3: Production Design and Realisation – marking grid 2

The annotated e-portfolio provides evidence for marking grids 1, 2 and 3.

Level

0

1

2

3

4

Mark

0

1–4

5–9

10–14

15–18

AO2 Apply design skills
to communicate
creative intentions.



No rewardable material.





Design skills are
selected and applied
in a basic fashion.
Work developed
tentatively reflects
the production
concept.
Documentation and
communication of
design work is basic.







Design skills are
selected and applied
in a competent
fashion.
Work developed
interprets the
production concept in
a coherent manner.
Documentation and
communication of
design work is
competent.
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Design skills are
selected and applied
in an assured fashion.
Work developed
interprets the
production concept in
a considered manner.
Documentation and
communication of
design work is
assured.







Design skills are
selected and applied
in an accomplished
fashion.
Work developed
interprets and fully
embodies the
production concept in
a sophisticated
manner.
Documentation and
communication of
design work is
comprehensive and
articulate.
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Unit 3: Production Design and Realisation – marking grid 3

The annotated e-portfolio provides evidence for marking grids 1, 2 and 3.

Level

0

1

2

3

4

Mark

0

1–4

5–9

10–14

15–18

AO3 Apply technical
skills to realise own
design work



No rewardable material.



12



Technical skills and
techniques selected
are not entirely
appropriate and their
application is basic,
showing limited
control and
consistency.
Final production
element is not
entirely fit for
purpose and
tentatively meets the
brief and the
production concept.
Evidence of basic
decision making
leading to limited
refinement of work.







Technical skills and
techniques selected
are partially
appropriate and are
applied adequately to
realise design work,
showing competent
control and
consistency.
Final production
element is generally
fit for purpose and
partially meets the
brief and the
production concept.
Evidence of
competent decision
making leading to
adequate refinement
of work.







Technical skills and
techniques selected
are appropriate and
are applied effectively
to realise design
work, showing secure
control and
consistency.
Final production
element is fit for
purpose and meets
the brief and the
production concept in
a considered way.
Evidence of effective
decision making
leading to considered
refinement of work.







Technical skills and
techniques selected
are pertinent and are
applied fluently to
realise design work,
showing accomplished
control and
consistency.
Final production
element is fit for
purpose and meets
the brief and the
production concept in
a perceptive way.
Evidence of insightful
decision making
leading to
accomplished
refinement of work.
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Unit 3: Production Design and Realisation – marking grid 4

The individual filmed presentation provides evidence for marking grid 4.

Level

0

1

2

3

4

Mark

0

1–3

4–7

8–11

12–15

AO4 Present outcomes
and justify design
decisions





No rewardable material.



Basic description of
how work was
planned and
developed.
Basic description of
the final production
element, with
tentative links to the
design brief and the
production concept.
Quality of
communication is
basic with limited use
of specialist
terminology.







Partial explanation of
how work was
planned and
developed, with
adequate justification
of choices made.
Some explanation of
how the final
production element
meets the design
brief and the
production concept.
Quality of
communication is
adequate with
appropriate use of
specialist
terminology.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Production Arts – Unit 3
Final Sample Assessment Materials – Issue 1 – August 2016 © Pearson Education Limited 2016







Considered
explanation of how
work was planned
and developed,
clearly justifying
choices made.
Considered and clear
explanation of how
the final production
element meets the
design brief and the
production concept.
Quality of
communication is
clear with effective
use of specialist
terminology.







Insightful explanation
of how work was
planned and
developed, with
comprehensive
justification of
choices made.
Comprehensive and
insightful explanation
of the effectiveness
of the final
production element
in meeting the design
brief and the
production concept.
Quality of
communication is
fluent with
authoritative use of
specialist
terminology.

13

For more information about Edexcel, BTEC or LCCI qualifications
visit qualifications.pearson.com
BTEC is a registered trademark of Pearson Education Limited
Pearson Education Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 872828
Registered Office: 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL
VAT Reg No GB 278 537121

