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Instructions
 art A contains material for the completion of the preparatory work for the set
P
task.
 art A should be undertaken over 3 hours across a period of 1 week as
P
timetabled by Pearson in advance of the supervised assessment period (Part B)
 art A must be given to learners on the specified date so that learners can
P
prepare in the way directed and monitored.
 art A is specific to each series and this material must only be issued to learners
P
who have been entered to undertake the task in that series.
 art B contains unseen material and is issued to learners at the start of the
P
specified formal supervised assessment session on the timetabled date
specified by Pearson.
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Introduction
Teachers/tutors are asked to read this section to understand the structure
of the assessment for this unit as illustrated in this sample assessment. This
information will not appear in the text of the live assessments.
The key purpose of this assessment is to allow learners to show how they
can apply research to specific questions in the completion of extended
written activities.
This is a task in two parts. This task includes independent preparation. The
assessment evidence submitted to Pearson is a printed document. The
assessment evidence is produced under full formal supervision to ensure
that learner work is authentic and that all learners have had the same
assessment opportunity. The formal supervision takes place in a timetabled
session.
Formal supervision is the equivalent of examination conditions. Learners
must work independently, cannot work with other learners, cannot talk
about their work to other learners and will only be able to access the
materials specified in the assessment.
Independent preparation is required in this assessment so that learners are
able to research specific audio material and context using the information
provided. Centres need to make provision for this preparation using
scheduled lessons and ensuring that learners have access to information
and equipment that may be required. Learners should be working
independently rather than being taught or directed.
Monitored preparation is provided for when learners produce materials
that are used in any formally supervised session. This includes notes,
artefacts, assets, plans etc as specified in the sample assessment. Monitored
sessions are where learners are being directly observed. They may have,
where specified, access to their own outcomes from preparation, access
to the internet and use of appropriate resources. Learners are working
independently and teachers/tutors will be able to authenticate that the
outcomes for formal assessment meet the requirements and are authentic.
At the end of the monitored preparation centres will retain the notes which
will be provided to learners during the formal supervised assessment.
After the assessment the notes will be retained by the centre and may be
requested by Pearson during the marking process.
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Instructions to Teachers/Tutors
This set task has a preparatory period. Part A sets out how learners should
prepare for the completion of the task under monitored conditions.
Part A should be issued to learners 1 week prior to undertaking Part B of
the assessment.
Learners should be monitored in 3 scheduled hours provided by the centre
to read Part A and compile notes. During this time they may have access to
audio material, and research materials including the internet. Learners must
work independently and must not be given guidance or feedback on the
completion of the preparatory work.
Centres must issue this booklet at the appropriate time and advise learners
of the timetabled sessions during which they can prepare. It is expected that
scheduled lessons or other timetable slots will be used for some or all of the
preparation.
Centres will need to provide access to the album ‘The Dark Side of the
Moon’ by Pink Floyd. The album was released in 1973.
Learners may prepare summary notes on their research findings. Learners
may take up to 2 sides of notes of this type into the supervised assessment
(Part B). Other content is not permitted. The notes must be hard copies and
can be handwritten or word processed. If word processed, the font size must
be 12 point minimum.
The notes must:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

only contain contextual facts about the audio material, other musical
examples and relevant music technology developments
not include any continuous prose
be kept securely by the centre in advance of the supervised session for
Part B

Teachers/tutors cannot give any support to learners during the production
of the notes and the work must be completed independently by the learner.
The notes must be collected by the teacher at the end of the supervised
preparatory session and kept securely until Part B. Part A notes will also
need to be in hard copy as nothing else is allowed to be introduced into the
supervised environment of Part B.
Part B must be completed under formal supervision. Learners will need to
complete their activities for the set task using a computer.

S51951A

3

The supervised assessment will take place in a timetabled slot. A supervised
rest break is permitted.
The set task is a formal external assessment and must be conducted with
reference to the instructions in this task booklet and the BTEC Nationals
Instructions for Conducting External Assessments (ICEA) document to
ensure that the preparatory period is conducted correctly so that learners
have completed their preparation validly and independently.
Teachers/tutors should note that:
ÂÂ

Learners should not be given any direct guidance or prepared materials.

ÂÂ

Learners should not be given any support in writing or editing notes

ÂÂ

All work must be completed independently by the learner.

ÂÂ
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Learner notes will be retained securely by the centre after Part B and may
be requested by Pearson if there is suspected malpractice.
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Instructions for Learners
Read the Set Task information carefully.
In Part B you will be asked to carry out specific written activities using the
information in this Part A booklet and your own research on this topic.
In your preparation for Part B, using this Part A booklet, you may prepare
short notes to refer to when completing the set task. Your notes may be up
to 2 sides of A4 paper. These must be hard copies and can be handwritten
or word processed. If word processed, the font size must be 12 points
minimum.
Your notes:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

must only contain contextual facts about the audio material/song, other
musical examples and relevant music technology developments
must not include any continuous prose
must be kept securely by the centre in advance of the supervised session
for Part B

You will complete Part B under supervised conditions.
You must work independently and should not share your work with other
learners.
Your teacher may give guidance on when you can complete the preparation.
Your teacher can not give you feedback during the preparation period.

Set Task Brief
You have been asked to contribute to a blog called ‘Iconic Album Production’.
The editor has asked for a detailed word processed article that considers how
music technology and wider technology affect the creation and distribution
of music.
Your article will be based on the album ‘The Dark Side of the Moon’ by
Pink Floyd, released in 1973.
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Part A of Set Task
You will carry out research in preparation for writing the article. You must:
ÂÂ

ÂÂ

ÂÂ

research the musical style of the album as well as the period in which the
recording was produced
investigate the influence of music technology and wider technology on
this and other stylistically similar recordings
research how people listened to and bought music during the period in
which the recording was produced.

You may take up to 2 sides of A4 notes into the supervised assessment period.
These must be hard copies and can be either handwritten or word processed.
If word processed, the font size must be 12 point minimum. If handwritten,
the words must be visible to the naked eye.
You will not be able to research further during the completion of the set task
(Part B).
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