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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 
company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 
occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 
qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our BTEC 
qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 
of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 
contact details can be found on this link:  
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 
You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 
 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe 
in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. 
We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 
countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our 
commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in 
education. Find out more about how we can help you and your learners at: 
www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

What is a grade boundary?  

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a 
certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each 
grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who 
took the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, 
our experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – 
this means that they decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular 
grade.  

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to 
ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of 
variation in the external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess 
different parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair 
to learners if we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because 
then it would not take accessibility into account. 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html 

 

Awarding BTEC qualifications in 2022  

Ofqual has set out their plans for awarding qualifications in 2022 and intend to return to a 
normal, pre-pandemic, approach to grading standards over by 2023.  They have confirmed 
that 2022 will be a transition year, to reflect that we are in a pandemic recovery period and 
students’ education has been disrupted.  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/30/exams-and-assessments-2022-fairness-and-clarity/
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Our guiding principle and approach to awarding BTEC qualification results in 2022 will be 
to ensure parity in relation to the approach being taken for GCSE and A level learners. 
BTEC courses have a different structure and design to academic qualifications - BTECs are 
modular qualifications (with assessments taking place throughout the course) compared to 
GCSEs and A levels which are linear (assessed and awarded at the same time at the end of 
the year), and therefore our approach needs to be different. 

  

In 2022 we will return to the usual method of calculating BTEC qualification results, however 
adaptations including, U-TAGs and reduced internal assessment, are in place to provide a 
comprehensive package of support for students.  

  

The basis of our awarding approach to BTECs this year is to ensure it is as fair as possible for 
all learners. We will use a range of evidence to set grade boundaries for the external units. 
Part of this evidence will be to closely monitor learner performance in all assessments that 
contribute to learners’ final qualification grade, to ensure parity with A level and GCSEs.   

  

Further information can be found on our website and via our Social Media channels. 
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Introduction 

January 2022 was the first opportunity learners had to take this externally 
assessed element of the Agriculture; Countryside Management;  Forestry and 
Arboriculture; Horticulture Unit. This forms part of the new specification, many 
centres had been involved with the previous (QCF) specification for a number of 
years which included internally assessed assignments. The move to an exam-
based format means that teaching teams have needed to prepare learners in a 
different way for assessment. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 

As identified above, this is the first opportunity for learners to be assessed 
within this Unit. The format follows the Sample Assessment Material (SAM) and 
Specimen Assessments very closely which hopefully has enabled this material to 
be suitable examination preparation.   

The entry this series was comparatively small, and some centres were obviously 
“testing the waters”.  Answers and approaches were extremely varied.  
Examiners took saw a range of land uses from different leaners that were used 
as the focus e.g. housing development, tree planting, renewable energy, 
changing the grazing regime, game shoots, rewilding, green belt, hedge planting 
etc. 

However, there were a number of significant errors that often meant learners 
were restricted to Band 1 or Band 2 in the generic marking criteria.  These 
included: 

• Limited or no evidence of explicit research mentioned or stated 
• Only one land use or land use change considered 
• Failing to read / interpret the scenario instructions and guidance 

before each question (these are the same in both the SAMs and 
Specimen papers) 

• Failing to clearly state the land use (or activity) 

The characteristics of the best responses (by Activity) 
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Activity 1 
• Clearly understands their activity / and or land use in question. 
• Is able to write about two different aspects / elements of and the 

implications of change. 
• Paints a picture of the "context" but using different resources to set the 

scene and to provide data. 

Activity 2 + 3 
• Focused on the land use / activity with balance in terms of economic / 

social impacts 1 vs 2. 
• Opinion backed up by data and evidence (numbers and locations), ideally 

referenced (author, publication and date). 
• The research shows different sources and different perspectives. 
• Does not express personal feelings / judgements that can be viewed as 

biased or unfounded. 

Activity 4 
• Is able to "take-on" the view and says how much they agree or disagree 

using evidence that has already been presented.    
• Writes in a reflective style, with ongoing evaluation, accepting that there 

will be different views from different stakeholders or organisations. 
• Reasoned judgements, linked to the other parts of their response, 

understanding the complexity of the topic / issue. 
 

Suggestions to support preparation in future series 

1. Learners need to understand that this paper is set in the context of 
scenario so it’s perhaps similar to a piece of “managed coursework" or 
task-based activity, rather than a traditional exam.  Learners should also 
be made aware of the published descriptors that are used to mark the 
work.  

2. Research is key. Learners need to know the importance of high-quality 
research, be supported in the process of how to research, and learn how 
to plan their time their time productively in the 6 hrs for Part A.   They 
need to make sure their research is also explicit in their responses, i.e., by 
providing supporting data / information linked to a source and / or date.    

3. Quality and range of research are also important considerations so that 
the learner can demonstrate a range of viewpoints and opinions.  This 
adds balance and importantly, validity.  Examples might include national 
government agencies e.g., DEFRA, Environmental Agency, Forestry 
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Commission, Natural England and ONS (Office for National Statistics), 
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH).  Other sources could be the NFU, 
CPRE, RSPB, National Trust, Woodland Trust, Plantlife, local Wildlife Trusts 
etc.   The link here provides some additional sources from 
Naturenet  https://naturenet.net/orgs/ 

4. Learners need to be made aware of that the paper structure is now well 
established.  Learners can see for example the changing mark tariff and 
how one activity leads logically from one to the next and that they are 
interrelated.  Ongoing conclusions at the end of each Activity for example, 
help with being reflective.  

5. Planning responses is probably a good idea.   There is space under the 
Activity instruction for doing this.  

6. Need to carefully read the scenario so they understand the context and 
nature of the task - they form instructions to help navigate the test.  

7. Time management is crucial and each Activity carries guidance 
regarding suggested tminings.  Marks cannot be transferred from one 
section to another as each is considered interdependently.  

8. Learners should read the supporting study guide.  This can be found 
on the Pearson / Edexcel website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://naturenet.net/orgs/
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Individual Questions 

This section considers each question on the paper, providing examples of 
popular learner responses and a brief commentary on why they achieved their 
marks within the mark scheme. This section should be considered with the live 
assessment material. 

At this point, it’s worth again revisiting on the Scenario that was presented to 
learners in this assessment as part of the Set Task Information.   

The land-based sector in the UK is currently facing a number of challenges involving 
land use change, where land is being converted to other uses.   

These changes often involve the conversion of land to other uses to maximise returns 
in the land-based sector. This raises several issues that must be considered when 
understanding land use changes in the sector. 

You are employed by a land-based organisation.  

As part of your continuous professional development, you have been asked to 
produce a summary report to update colleagues in your sector on these issues.  

Your report will include the following activities:  

• the effectiveness of current land use in adding value in your land-based sector 
• the economic, social and cultural implications of changing land use in your 

sector 
• judgements on the impact of changing land use within your sector. 

This provides both a context and a direction from which learners should 
approach the assessment.  

Activity 1 

The opening question of the paper (Activity 1) was for many learners important 
in shaping their direction of travel.  If they were able to clearly identify a land use 
(or linked land-based activity) then it meant that the rest of the questions 
followed for them logically.   Few learners completed this section which was a 
shame.  
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In the example response included in this report the learner provides a context in 
“Land use 1” and then develops this through their discussion in “effectiveness of 
land use 1” based around commercial forestry.  For their second activity / land 
use they have written about carbon sequestration.   
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9 marks.  Top of Band 3. 

Assessment of the issue is supported by quantitative and/or qualitative 
evidence, though it is lacks balance between competing arguments/factors.  
Most research used to support comes from a range of resources to create 
validity, although there are one or two minor omissions. 
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Activity 2 (1) 

Here examiners were looking for links between what was written in Activity 1 
and this part of the exam.  Again, explicit research was important.  In the context 
of the example provided here, the learner is considering the economic impacts 
(1) resulting from the loss / conversion of farmland due to affordable housing. 
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Note only the first Economic implication is shown here.  
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13 marks.  Middle of Band 3. 

Demonstrates a sound understanding of the relationship between the 
researched contemporary issue, e.g. housing and the economic impacts.  Shows 
links between their issue and the economic impacts and lines of reasoning are 
supported and clear, with an effective structure to the response.  They use some 
data and research (both explicit and implied).  Discussion / assessment is 
attempted but doesn’t reach the standard required for Band 4.  
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Activity 2 (2) 

This second examples was perhaps much more typical of the entry for this first series.  Borderline 
Band 1-2, mostly basic and lacking assessment.  The context was game shooting and renewable 
energy land use changes.  There is some data used, but its origin is unclear.  It is hoped that this 
answer shows the significance of high-quality research as well as assessment in order to be able to 
progress up the mark scheme.  
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6 marks awarded.   Low Band 2.  

A generic response, covering two sets of economic implications but with very 
limited support of researched data and particularly provenance of sources 
(dates, authors, publications etc). Many of the comments are general and are 
not located, e.g. no place specific detail that would have been very useful.  
Sweeping statements such as “wind turbines have a massive impact to the public 
and property value” should be discouraged as this simply doesn’t hold true in all 
cases. 

As a result, it is considered to be a low Band level 2 response. 
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Activity 3 (1) 

This is an extract from a Band 3 response.  Note this is the first of their Social 
and cultural implications. 
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13 marks awarded.  Mid Band 3.  

This is an example of a secure Band 3 response.  There needs a greater range 
and depth of both discussion, assessment and reasoning to get into Band 4.  
Also, the response would have been improved by the addition of dates for 
example on some of the research.  Another example of good practice from this 
response was its structure.  Clear paragraphs, as well as a conclusion at the end 
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of the section which shows the fact that the learner is clearly making at attempt 
to assess.  
 

Activity 3 (2) 

This is an extract from another Band 3 response.  Note this all parts of their 
Social and cultural implications.  The first part reads like a list, but the second 
part if much stronger in terms of its assessment.  
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13 marks awarded.  Mid Band 3.  

This is an example of another secure Band 3 response.  It as a shame that both 
parts of the answer were so different in terms of their approach, with the 
second part being much stranger than the first which is essentially like a list. . 
Nonetheless it was good to see use of explicit and quantitative research coupled 
with sound understanding loss of wildlife.  This mean that it reached the 
requirements of Band 3.   
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Activity 4 

This example was one of the more successful responses seen on this series.  The 
context for this was interesting – focusing on woodland goods and services.  The 
learner was able to contextualise their ideas in a wider context of flooding, for 
example whilst at the same time bringing in aspects of their research by using 
located information and evidence.  Although there was room for improvement, 
especially in terms of discussion and reasoning this was well explored in terms 
of different viewpoints.  
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9 marks awarded.  Top Band 3.  

This is an example of very secure Band 3 response.  The issues is explored from 
different perspectives and it has a developed discussion.  More judgment is 
needed for Band 4 – this could be achieved for example with a more explicit 
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conclusion.  It would also benefit from additional links back to their original 
research. 

 

Summary 

1. Learners need to understand that this paper is set in the context of scenario 
so it’s perhaps similar to a piece of "managed coursework" or task based activity, 
rather than a traditional exam. Learners should also be made aware of the 
published descriptors that are used to mark the work. 

2. Research is key. Learners need to know the importance of high-quality 
research, be supported in the process of how to research, and learn how to plan 
their time their time productively in the 6 hrs for Part A. They need to make sure 
their research is also explicit in their responses, i.e. by providing supporting data 
/ information linked to a source and / or date. 

3. Quality and range of research are also important considerations so that the 
learner can demonstrate a range of viewpoints and opinions. This adds balance 
and importantly, validity. Examples might include national government agencies 
e.g, DEFRA, Environmental Agency, Forestry Commission, Natural England and 
ONS (Office for National Statistics), Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH). 
Other sources could be the NFU, CPRE, RSPB, National Trust, Woodland Trust, 
Plantlife, local Wildlife Trusts etc. The link here provides some additional sources 
from Naturenet https://naturenet.net/orgs/ 

4. Learners need to be made aware of that the paper structure is now well 
established. Learners can see for example the changing mark tariff and how one 
activity leads logically from one to the next and that they are interrelated. 
Ongoing conclusions at the end of each Activity for example, help with being 
reflective. 

5. Planning responses is probably a good idea. There is space under the Activity 
instruction for doing this. 

6. Need to carefully read the scenario so they understand the context and 
nature of the task - they form instructions to help navigate the test. 

7. Time management is crucial and each Activity carries guidance regarding 
suggested timings. Marks cannot be transferred from one section to another as 
each is considered interdependently. 
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8. Learners should read the supporting study guide. This can be found on the 
Pearson / Edexcel website. 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals.html 
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