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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications website at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html for our BTEC 

qualifications. 

 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help 

of a subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson. Their 

contact details can be found on this link:  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/teachers.html 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at https://www.edexcelonline.com 

You will need an Edexcel Online username and password to access this service. 

 

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere 

 

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 

100 languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your learners at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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Grade Boundaries 

 

What is a grade boundary?  
A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a certain 

grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each grade, at 

Distinction, Merit and Pass.  

 

Setting grade boundaries  
When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who took 

the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our experts 

are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this means that they 

decide what the lowest possible mark is for a particular grade.  

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to ensure 

learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation in the 

external assessment.  

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess different 

parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if 

we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment, because then it would not take 

accessibility into account. 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-

certification/grade-boundaries.html 

 

Awarding BTEC qualifications in 2022  

Ofqual has set out their plans for awarding qualifications in 2022 and intend to return 

to a normal, pre-pandemic, approach to grading standards over by 2023.  They have 

confirmed that 2022 will be a transition year, to reflect that we are in a pandemic 

recovery period and students’ education has been disrupted.  

 

Our guiding principle and approach to awarding BTEC qualification results in 2022 

will be to ensure parity in relation to the approach being taken for GCSE and A 

level learners. BTEC courses have a different structure and design to academic 

qualifications - BTECs are modular qualifications (with assessments taking place 

throughout the course) compared to GCSEs and A levels which are linear (assessed and 

awarded at the same time at the end of the year), and therefore our approach needs 

to be different. 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/30/exams-and-assessments-2022-fairness-and-clarity/
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In 2022 we will return to the usual method of calculating BTEC qualification results, 

however adaptations including, U-TAGs and reduced internal assessment, are in place 

to provide a comprehensive package of support for students.  

 

The basis of our awarding approach to BTECs this year is to ensure it is as fair as 

possible for all learners. We will use a range of evidence to set grade boundaries for the 

external units. Part of this evidence will be to closely monitor learner performance in 

all assessments that contribute to learners’ final qualification grade, to ensure parity 

with A level and GCSEs.   

 

Further information can be found on our website and via our Social Media channels. 

 

31494H: Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care 

 

Grade Unclassified Level 3 

N P M D 

Boundary Mark 0 8 17 31 45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/vq-assessment-hub/teaching-learning-and-assessment-2021-2022.html
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Introduction 
 

The controlled assessment for Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social 

Care requires learners to consider articles provided from research undertaken in the 

health and social care sectors including health conditions, lifestyle factors, social care 

and welfare needs. The controlled assessment aims to consider the learner’s ability to 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of methods, skills and ethical issues 

related to carrying out research. When undertaking the controlled assessment, learners 

should demonstrate their ability to apply knowledge and understanding of research, 

with a focus on analysis of information and data related to the current research 

presented in this assessment. Learners are required to interpret the potential impact 

and influence of research on practice and provision in the sectors, as well as evaluating 

current research to make informed judgements about the validity of research methods 

used and further areas for research. 

 

Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit 
 

Centres for the most part, have prepared learners well for this controlled 

assessment with some great quality responses to activities seen. Where learners 

had a good understanding of the unit, they were able to produce responses to 

activities that showed a breadth and depth of understanding across the unit 

content. There has been a mix of secondary sources used for both the health and 

social care sections of the controlled assessment, with more able learners 

demonstrating a good grasp of validity and reliability. Where centres have spent 

time supporting learners in preparation for this controlled assessment, they have 

been able to produce well thought out responses to the set activities with clear and 

rationalised points made throughout.  

 

The controlled assessment requires learners to choose an article from one section 

of the paper that suits their interests and career choices. This does appear to be 

happening in more centres this year, with varied article choice evident, however 

some centres are still appearing to choose the article that their learners work with 

for the assessment. It is advised that learners should choose the article that 

supports their future career choice and interests rather than teachers deciding this 

for them. There is ample time to source and prepare secondary research to use in 

the controlled assessment and more freedom should be given to learners in the 

future.  

 

When preparing for this assessment, it is important, once again, to remind centres 

that notes prepared for assessment should not be potential responses to the 

activities. The notes should also be retained by the centres, unless requested by 
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Pearson. Notes for the assessment, as stipulated in Part A, should be limited to the 

following: 

 

• facts, figures and data relating to secondary sources covering the article’s area of research. 

• the research methods used in the learner's own secondary research. 

 

Centres once again should be reminded that when preparing learners for this 

assessment, they should read and respond to the activities set. Many learners have 

provided responses that, at times, regurgitate the article, do not answer the activity 

set, or include information in one activity that would be better suited to another 

activity; learners will not be awarded marks for responses where they have not 

responded to the activity set. Whilst undertaking the delivery of the unit, it would 

be advised that centres support learners in how to approach each individual 

activity, using the guidance and support offered on the Pearson website.  

 

Individual Questions 
 

Activity one 

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding research methods, validity 

and reliability of results of research’. Learners are expected to understand the 

research methods used, with understanding of data usage, in the chosen article. They 

should show understanding of validity and reliability of research methods used and 

draw conclusions in relation to the suitability of the methods used in context.  

 

Health article 

The health article for this series included a range of research methodologies: 

questionnaires, interviews, longitudinal research and quasi-experiment. Learners for 

this series have produced some good responses to this activity, providing a depth and 

breadth of understanding in relation to most research methods included in the health 

article. Where learners considered sampling methods, they were able to provide 

reasoned evaluative points on how these were useful in the research. There was some 

great understanding of questionnaires when included, often providing some suitability 

and attempts to evaluate in context from more able learners. However, where learners 

scored lower in the mark bands, there was a distinct lack of context to responses. 

Learners still appear to be struggling with the use of validity and reliability in their 

responses and this should be seen as an important part of scoring highly in this activity 

for future series.  

Social Care article 

Within the social care section, learners were presented with a range of research 

methodologies and showed good understanding of these. The research methodologies 

included were qualitative interviews, focus groups and questionnaires (surveys). More 
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able learners were able to provide reasoned and supported conclusions on these 

methodologies, offering evaluations and making clear and sustained judgements on 

suitability. Again, where learners scored lower on this activity, they had not included 

evaluation of reliability and validity, or data usage within their responses. It should be 

noted that for both sections of the paper, it is important to consider all aspects of the 

set activity.   

 

Overall 

There are still issues with learners’ ability to grasp the concepts of reliability and validity 

of research methods, with many learners still discussing sources of evidence as 

opposed to the actual research that has been undertaken. Centres need to consider 

this as a priority in their preparation for the unit; although difficult, these concepts are 

crucial to a learner’s ability to make evaluative judgements on suitability of research 

methodologies. The activity does not ask for learners to consider secondary research – 

although this will not be penalised in responses, it takes time away from a learner being 

able to complete the set activity affectively. They only need to focus on the 

methodologies included in the chosen article. Sampling methodologies also remains 

poor in this activity. Some learners have a basic understanding of sampling 

methodologies used in research, but these are few and far between. Again, this is an 

important aspect of research and centres should support learners in their acquisition 

of knowledge in this area.  
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This response scored Band 3, 12 marks. 
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This response scored highly because: 

• There are detailed explanations of research methods included in the article. 

• The learner has attempted to include validity and reliability in relation to the research 

methods.  

• The evaluations included in the response are the in context of the article.  
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This response scored Band 1, 4 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

● There are basic descriptions of research methods evident in the response.  

● There is no context evident – the response is generic.  

● No data usage is included in the response.  

 

Overall 

Activity one was answered well for the most part, with learners providing evaluations 

and considering the suitability of research methods for their chosen article. More able 

learners did this consistently and effectively throughout the response, providing some 

evidence of understanding both validity and reliability in the context of the research. 

However, at the lower end, learners were unable to move past generic descriptions of 

research methods with little to no context evident, a lack of data usage and a general 

lack of understanding about the suitability of the research methods used in the articles. 

Sampling methodology is improving with each series of the controlled assessment and 

centres should continue to build on this knowledge and understanding in their teaching 

of this unit.  

There is evidence that some centres are still directing their learners to include secondary 

research in their responses to this activity – it is not needed. Where learners have offered 

alternate methods to use in this activity, they have not been awarded marks for this. For 

this activity, learners need to explain the research methodologies used in the research 

article, evaluate these methodologies and provide judgements and conclusions on 

suitability within the context of the research. Responses to this activity still frequently 

remain generic which limits the awarding of higher bands.   
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Activity two 

The assessment focus for this question is ‘understanding the importance of the 

issue being researched, why the research is being carried out, and how the 

article and own secondary research reinforces the importance of the issue’. 

Learners are expected to understand the importance of the issue in the chosen article 

and include relevant examples of how the research has affected individuals and/or 

professionals and/or wider society. Learners should include secondary research in 

their response, demonstrating an understanding of the relationship between this, and 

the article chosen.   

 

Health article 

Responses to this activity were at times confused and did not always focus on the issue 

presented – physical health inequalities and deprivation - considering how this issue 

affects individuals, professionals and / or wider society. Where learners had a range 

of secondary research with a clear focus on the issue, they were able to offer good 

ideas about the issue including things such as the impact that physical health 

inequalities can have on health and wellbeing, the cost to the NHS and access to sports 

facilities in relation to cost. Some learners provided good data linking to things such 

as life expectancy and disease due to inactivity, making links to inequalities 

consistently. However, where learners had focused on issues such as obesity, this 

often did not relate to the specific issue posed by this research. Some learners 

discussed a range of health issues in general, again not specifically linking to the issue. 

Where learners used secondary research well, they scored highly on this activity. By 

providing clear summaries of research evidence and statistics, directly linking back to 

physical health inequalities, learners provided good analysis of the issue. Lower scores 

on this activity came where learners simply regurgitated their secondary research, 

which was often irrelevant and unrelated to the issue and context of the research 

undertaken in the article.  

Social Care article 

Responses to this activity varied in the level of detail included. Where learners 

understood the importance of this research – improving social care support for 

disabled LGBTQI+, they demonstrated good skills including things such as a lack of 

person-centred care and self-directed support not being viable in the way that it is 

currently set up. Many learners provided details about the LGBTQI+ community and 

issues that arise in general for this group of individuals. This often led to learners 

including irrelevant information that did not link to the issue. As with the health 

section of the paper, much of the secondary research in lower scoring responses often 

tended to be regurgitated from the sources used, with many of the secondary sources 

being irrelevant.  
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This response scored Band 4, 13 marks.  
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This response scored highly because: 

• There is a basic analysis of issue in context.  

• The response makes reference to secondary research throughout. 

• The response consistently relates to the issue. 

• There are examples to support individuals and or professionals throughout the response.  

 

This response scored Band 2, 7 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

• The response describes the issue. 

• There are relevant examples to support included throughout the response.  

• Secondary research is used in the response that links to the issue in parts. 

 

Overall 

There were some good responses to this activity, with more able learners being able 

to grasp the issues presented in either the health or social care section of the 

controlled assessment. It was evident that where learners had sourced good and 

relevant secondary research, they were able to produce good explanations of the 

importance of research, for either physical health inequalities or self-directed 

support and social care needs. However, where learners had not grasped the issues, 

these responses tended to provide a wealth of irrelevant secondary research with 

tenuous links to the articles being seen. Centres should note that this activity is about 

the importance of research into the issue presented and does not require learners 

to provide ideas for change in research; this information is better suited to activity 

three. They should focus on the importance of the research in question, and how 

this affects individuals, practitioners and or wider society.  
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Activity three 

The assessment focus for this question is ‘research implications for future provision 

and/or practice’. Learners are expected to provide implications of the research for 

future provision/practice in the sector, with analysis of these implications. They should 

show understanding of the issue and implications in both the context of the article and 

wider research. Learners should also consider recommendations for change in 

provision/practice, with justification.  

 

Health article 

This activity considers implications of the research on provision and or practice in the 

health sector. Where learners understood this, they performed well including things such 

as a need for more knowledge and understanding of how to engage individuals in 

physical activity, creating greater engagement in more deprived areas and changes to 

policy including campaigns to support and promote free access to leisure facilities.  

 

Social Care article 

This activity required learners to consider the implications on provision and practice in 

relation to disabled LGBTQI+ and self-directed support/social care needs. Learners who 

performed well offered a range of implications for the research, considering changes 

such as training programmes for Personal Assistants, changes to the approach of 

person-centred care to include sexual orientation and gender identity as well as 

providing specialist care staff for this group.  
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This response scored Band 4, 16 marks. 
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This response scored highly because: 

• Implications of the research on provision and or practice are evidenced. 

• There is a basic analysis evident in the response.  

• There are detailed recommendations for change that are supported throughout.  
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This response scored Band 2, 10 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

• The implications of the research are evident throughout the response.  

• The learner includes recommendations for change, which are explained throughout. 

• The response is in the context of the research undertaken. 
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This response scored Band 0, 0 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

• The learner provides a description of research methods. 

• There is no rewardable material in this response – the activity is about the implications and 

recommendations for change. 

 

Overall 

Some good responses have been seen by learners who have read the activity and 

considered the focus for this assessment outcome. Those who were successful in 

this activity provided responses in relation to a need for more knowledge and 

understanding of how to engage individuals in physical activity or self-directed support 

for disabled LGBTQI+ individuals. Learners who scored well were able to provide good 

implications, followed on by recommendations for change in provision and or practice 

in the health or social care sectors. They included things such as funding, policy change, 

appropriate services, developing training programmes. The implications for provision 

and or practice in this activity was weaker than in previous series, with a more heavy 

focus on recommendations for change. It is advised that learners provide equal 

emphasis on both parts of the activity in future series.  
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Activity four 

The assessment focus for this question is ‘planning and ethical consideration for 

further research’. Learners are expected to offer rationalised suggestions of research 

methods that could be used to continue the research that they have chosen (in relation 

to the case study presented) and need to justify the reasons behind these choices to 

show effectiveness / suitability of the methods stipulated in the case study. Learners 

should be considering planning of further research in the case study, ethical issues and 

research skills that would be implemented in this research in the relevant area. They 

should also highlight practical problems with carrying out research in a wider context.  

 

Health article 

This activity has been well answered this series with many learners making consistent 

reference to the case study provided, considering research methods and ethical 

considerations in the majority of responses. However, responses to planning 

considerations and research skills was weaker and not always evident. Learners 

responded well to the majority of research methods included in the case study, showing 

good knowledge and understanding of online questionnaires and one to one interviews. 

Knowledge and understanding of scientific experiments is still proving to be an issue for 

some learners in this activity.   

 

Social Care article 

This section was again answered well be the majority of learners, with clear 

contextualised information presented by the lots of learners. They related the points 

made back to the case study provided, including some nice evaluations of focus groups, 

online surveys and interviews throughout responses. For responses that scored lower 

on this activity, learners did not always provide context in their responses which limited 

the awarding of marks.  
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This response scored Band 4, 13 marks.  
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This response scored highly because: 

• There are rationalised considerations of research methods and how they are used in relation to 

the research provided.  

• The effectiveness and suitability of these research methods is considered. 

• The response consistently refers back to the case study.  

• There is reference to ethics, skills and planning throughout. 

 

This response scored Band 3, 12 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

• There is an evaluation of the research methods used throughout.  

• The response includes ethical considerations and skills. 

• There is consistent application to the case study presented for the activity.  
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This response scored Band 0, 0 marks. 
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This response scored lower because: 

• There is no rewardable material in the response.  

• The activity is not considered. 
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Overall 

This activity scored really well in this series with many learners making consistent use 

of the case study to ensure their response was in context of the activity. Responses saw 

good evaluations of research methods and ethical considerations with learners 

appearing to have a really good grasp on the concepts presented. Where learners 

scored lower on this activity, they had provided more generic evaluations which did not 

always include the case study. Learner responses tended to be weaker for research 

skills and planning considerations and this should be considered when preparing 

learners to take this controlled assessment.  

 

Summary 

 

In conclusion, learners are producing responses of a good standard for this controlled 

assessment; it is evident that most centres are using guidance to support the delivery 

and assessment of the unit. There has been an increase in responses that are 

contextualised and this should remain a focus for centres – the more contextualised 

the responses are, the better the marks that will be attained by learners. It is pleasing 

to see a move to more learner choice in articles and this should continue to happen in 

future series. 

 

Learners need to be supported in their understanding of what information to include 

in each activity; for some learners they include everything that they have learnt in 

responses to activities and should be supported to recognise what is important to 

include. For example, where learners may include lots of recommendations in activity 

three, they would be better to focus on a few and include more depth and analysis, with 

a balance of implications and recommendations. When including secondary research, 

learners need to be supported in their summarising techniques and ability to take 

important and relevant information from secondary research. When completing activity 

two, learners need to focus on the issue presented and select information about this 

from their findings, rather than simply regurgitating findings.  

 

Some learners also appeared to run out of time when responding to the controlled 

assessment. Centres need to support learners in preparation for assessment with 

timing, perhaps providing guidance on how long to spend writing each activity so as not 

to disadvantage them when being unable to complete all set activities.  

 

Finally, centres need to support learners prior to the assessment in the layout of the 

paper. Many learners this series wrote in wrong sections, tried to apply the social care 

responses to the health section and vice versa. Learners should check before they start 

that they are writing in the correct section of the paper to avoid missing out on vital 

marks in this controlled assessment.  
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The following is recommended for future examination series: 

• Make use of the most up to date resources and specification provided for this unit. 

• Avoid re-writing the articles in responses, particularly with activity two. 

• Support learners with exam techniques and extended writing skills.  

• Support learners to use technical language for this unit consistently and accurately. 

• Support learners to understand assessment outcomes for each activity, particularly activities 

two and three.  

• Secondary research and choice of article should be independent to the learner and not centre 

specific.  

• Choose an appropriate assessment window for learners to sit this controlled assessment; 

learners are more successful when they have had the opportunity to develop knowledge and 

understanding across their health and social care studies. 
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