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Grade Boundaries

What is a grade boundary?

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain
a certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for
each grade, at Distinction, Merit and Pass.

Setting grade boundaries

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner
who took the external assessment. When we can see the full picture of
performance, our experts are then able to decide where best to place the
grade boundaries - this means that they decide what the lowest possible
mark is for a particular grade.

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners
receive grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is
conducted to ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve,
irrespective of variation in the external assessment.

Variations in external assessments

Each external assessment we set asks different questions and may assess
different parts of the unit content outlined in the specification. It would be
unfair to learners if we set the same grade boundaries for each assessment,
because then it would not take accessibility into account.

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this
link:

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-
certification/grade-boundaries.html

Awarding BTEC qualifications in 2022

Ofqual has set out their plans for awarding qualifications in 2022 and intend to return
to a normal, pre-pandemic, approach to grading standards over by 2023. They have
confirmed that 2022 will be a transition year, to reflect that we are in a pandemic
recovery period and students’ education has been disrupted.

Our guiding principle and approach to awarding BTEC qualification results in 2022
will be to ensure parity in relation to the approach being taken for GCSE and A level
learners. BTEC courses have a different structure and design to academic qualifications
- BTECs are modular qualifications (with assessments taking place throughout the
course) compared to GCSEs and A levels which are linear (assessed and awarded at the
same time at the end of the year), and therefore our approach needs to be different.
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In 2022 we will return to the usual method of calculating BTEC qualification results,
however adaptations including, U-TAGs and reduced internal assessment, are in place
to provide a comprehensive package of support for students.

The basis of our awarding approach to BTECs this year is to ensure it is as fair as

possible for all learners. We will use a range of evidence to set grade boundaries for
the external units. Part of this evidence will be to closely monitor learner performance
in all assessments that contribute to learners’ final qualification grade, to ensure parity

with A level and GCSEs.

Further information can be found on our website and via our Social Media channels.

31768H: Principles of computer science

Grade | Unclassified | Level 3
N P M D
Boundary
Mark 0 9 19 33 47
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Introduction

This was the 8th examination season for Level 3 BTEC Computing Unit 1
Principles of Computer Science 31768H.

This unit is assessed through a single written examination which is two
hours in length and the number of marks available is 90.

This unit is a mandatory unit for all learners studying the extended
certificate, foundation diploma, all diplomas, and the extended diploma.

The examination for this unit will always contain four sections and each
section will have a scenario that will be used throughout the whole of that
section. The scenario will be clearly stated at the beginning of each section.

Each section is broken down into sub-questions which will then test
learners on different areas of the specification and learners should be
expected to apply their knowledge to the scenario.

Learners will be given an information booklet. They will be instructed to
look at individual parts / sections of this during the examination to answer
questions.

The information booklet may give learners:

Information about problems that they need to solve.
Programming code for them to interpret, analyse or evaluate.
Requirements or designs for a new program that is needed.

P w Noe

An algorithm for them to interpret, analyse or evaluate.

At no point during the examination will learners be expected to write code
in a particular language. Learners will only be given small pieces code to
interpret, analyse or evaluate.

All sections of the examination paper provide differentiation at all
attainment levels and the paper is designed to be ramped in difficulty so
that a larger percentage of higher-grade marks are allocated to the later
stages of the paper.
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Introduction to the Overall Performance of the Unit

The overall performance of learners was slightly poorer than the previous
series for this unit. It was evident throughout the range of responses
that many learners had not covered the specification in full and
subsequently were not fully prepared for the assessment. This was
particularly evident in questions that required learners to apply their
knowledge.

It is expected that learners will apply their knowledge and respond with
answers that are related to each scenario of the assessment. In order
for learners to apply their knowledge, learners must be confident with
the basic understanding of programming principles. However, in many
cases this was not evident in questions that required learners to discuss,
analyse or evaluate. In many instances learners were not able to meet
the demands of these higher order command verbs, which resulted in
many learners achieving lower marks.

It is worth noting that the recommended Guided Learning Hours (GLH)
for this unitis 120. It is recommended that centres ensure that this
amount of time is used to ensure that learners are equipped with the
knowledge to allow them to answer a range of different questions
covering the whole specification.
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Individual Questions
Question 1a

Most learners gained at least 2 marks for this question, where they
were able to identify the correct lines of code for calculation and
branching. However, in many instances learners were not able to
identify the correct line of code for placing an item on the stack.

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Please refer to Section 1 of the Information Booklet in order to answer Question 1.
1 Adarts player has written an application (app) to keep score of a darts game.

(a) Figure 2 on Page 4, in Section 1 of the Information Booklet shows part of the
pseudocode for the app.

(i) Identify a line of code that performs a calculation.
(1)

(i) Identify a line of code that uses branching.
(m

(i) Identify a line of code that places an item on a stack.
(1)

All lines of code have been correctly identified for each part.

3 marks awarded
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Question 1b

Most learners picked up at least 2 marks for this question. Most were
able to identify loops and comments would improve the pseudocode.

b) Identify three ways that the pseudocode in Figure 2 could be improved.
(3)
\Ln gk-eu ck &1 K| Iwh W (o GL{ Ul l %005 to """'“fmrif COOL

3 b(; bv\Qr{ . ’?(0‘}-( V\RW\EE (5(0\(( . t\-'\ﬂ‘-PaC'/ ‘if §>

1- Loops - 1 mark
2- comments - 1 mark
3- Proper names - 1 mark (meaningful variable names)

3 marks awarded

Question 1c

This was a very accessible question, and most learners gained the full 2
marks.

(c) State two inputs the app needs to calculate the total score for each turn.,
(2)

2 E&d/\ ﬂ‘j&\ or( ‘Of?\” ) W€

1- implies input of dart score - 1 mark
2- starting score - 1 mark

2 marks awarded

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 8 of 34



@ Pearson

BTEC

Question 1d

This question could some confusion with the learners as quite a lot
mixed up stacks with queues. Rather than saying itis LIFO, learners
were commenting on a stack being FIFO which is more associated with
a queue.

The app uses a stack.

(d) Describe how stacks handle data.

COMaS |

POSa WA MeEnS. ACKE. ORI DD MO xR 0K

(2)

1- lastin first out - 1 mark
2- data on the top must be removed first - 1 mark

2 marks awarded
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Question 1e

This question was poorly answered as most learners did not understand
the concept of using a loop within pseudocode. The answer needed to
set score to zero at start, loop 3 times, remove value from the stack and
add value to the total. Most learners simply removed one item of data
and used this to provide a total.

(e) The score for each dart thrown during a player’s turn is held in a stack.

Write a section of pseudocode that will produce the total score using the three
scores held in the stack.

You should make sure that your pseudocode is as efficient as possible.
(4)

START
. }—‘;l’"{‘_ ‘)L ‘)'\{ ': b

FC’P S

OUTPUT - (“Yu-uf Fold! Score TS S)

e

1- Remove value from stack - 1 mark.

1 mark awarded
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(e) The score for each dart thrown during a player’s turn is held in a stack.

Write a section of pseudocode that will produce the total score using the three
scores held in the stack.

You should make sure that your pseudocode is as efficient as possible.

‘\'U go{t = O

(4)

CFOR G WM 1 lo 3 UO * lme “"" omes

e POP sare ¥ ?o?an.}m Gumu »ww.

t&lﬁm Hnlﬁm + %o
END TR

 ORINT (bl Gop) 2 16F remes 15 44 e ‘f_ff_[ffjffffff

1- Zero score at start (1)

2- Uses a Loop to retrieve data (from stack) (1)
3- Remove value from stack (1)

4- Add value to total (1)

4 marks awarded

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 11 of 34



Question 1f

Some learners picked up marks for this question with a lot of learners
scoring 1 or 2 marks. Many learners were able to identify that the trigger
function responds to an input but most failed to expand on this.

Figure 1 in Section 1 of the Information Booklet shows the screen interface for
the app.

The screen interface was created using an event-driven programming language.

(f) Explain the meaning of the term ‘trigger function’

1- Code responds to input (1 mark)

2- from the system user (1 mark)

3- code would then execute a certain instruction dependent on that
input (1 mark for decides on what code to run)

3 marks awarded
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Question 1g

This question was poorly answered. A lot of learners simply
commented on general programming concepts such as loops and IF
statements. This question was focusing on features of Event Driven
Programming but demonstrated that learners lacked the knowledge of
this programming language.

(g) The interface uses a trigger function for the update score button.

Explain one other feature of event-driven programming that could be used in

the app.
(3)

. Ewent olriven progaumming. has loops as e
L Srachures ., which tmokes IE very eéficiené

MQH\\%U&@SFWGUI{Oraplrvca(u%rMFe’rFMe) B

LM s perked For Ye darls programm.

o (ould Ce easity developed. and modCdied.

e Melps user o interact with the grogron
o osmlg Hatoush euBoord | Buftons or rouse.

No rewardable material.

0 marks awarded
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(g) The interface uses a trigger function for the update score button,

@ @ feature of event-driven programming that could be used in

the app.

event hordles @ Gd ke e85 Lo @@.3“

1- event handlers - 1 mark

2- could be used to pass specific code on to be executed - 1 mark
3- in response to specific events, for example the double button
pressed - 1 mark

3 marks awarded
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Question 2a

Many learners had managed to successfully pick up marks for this
question.

Please refer to Section 2 of the Information Booklet in order to answer Question 2,
2 A petrol station uses a computer system to manage the fuel pumps and the digital

price sign.
(a) Section 2 of the Information Booklet shows details of the LED display units and
how they work.
Complete ‘Array 3"and ‘Array 4'to show how 115.8 would be stored.
(2)
Array 1
off on on off off off off off
Array 2
off on on off off off off off
Array 3
ON [ofF|ON [on oA 0 | on |G
Array 4

or lon _lon [oN [oN [on [ON |0&F

Arrays 3 & 4 match the mark scheme.

2 marks awarded
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Question 2b

Many learners managed to pick up marks for this question, where the
majority of responses were related to a presence check.

(b) Describe one validation technique that could be used for the array.
(2)

ApreJ%(e%em/%eMﬂmmM
i _been. Fmputtede.. (hechd  L/hether.  Om .00
e 7 S =Y.~ S -2 - 7Y Y

1- presence check - 1 mark for identification
2- checks if an input has been inputted - 1 mark for expansion

2 marks awarded

Question 2c

This question was not very well answered as most learners picked up on
variables from the question and focused on these, rather than what was
required from the question.

(c) Code needs to be developed to control the processes for dispensing fuel and
charging customers.

The programmer has identified the variables that would be needed.

State four other parts of the system that need to be identified to solve
the problem.

(4)
1. \apox
2 Ovkpur .
3 Sepeaxah  Rems ©<Cocen> N .
4Kg,...\Q<oce e

1- inputs - 1 mark

2- outputs - 1 mark

3- repeated processes - 1 mark
4- key processes - 1 mark

4 marks awarded
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(c) Code needs to be developed to control the processes for dispensing fuel and
charging customers.

The programmer has identified the variables that would be needed.

State four other parts of the system that need to be identified to solve
the problem.
(4)

1 Cme@ﬂqamcwr%Mﬁa&&{W

2. Wocking Ok _how onn. . Suet. ise
3. Chagng  fh . cuStomals e /oy bt Me SHOL . Caste.
a_. Ospocipg be Suac  omath,

1- Calculating the amount of fuel to be dlsposed - calculatlon - 1 mark

1 mark awarded

Question 2d

Majority of the learners had either achieved 1 or 0 marks for this question.
Learners did not fully read the second part of the question, which asked for

an integer rather than the full decimal number.
I

The computer stores the volume of fuel in litres dispensed by four pumps for the last
10 customers.

The array shows an example of this data. The data is stored in row major order.

62.4 8.7 | 888 | 55.1 | 23.2 | 816 | 970 | 77.0 | 23.7 | 103

664 | 20.7 | 257 | 794 | 620 | 555 [ 121 | 403 | 913 | 636

29.2 | 333 | 428 | 283 | 51.8 | 329 5.8 | 956 | 20.7 | 355

50.8 6.3 | B39 7.7 | 19.7 | 51.7 | 285 | 57.8 | 31.1 | 749

(d) Give the output generated by the given pseudocode statements.
(2)

Output item (2,3)

69

Output integer (item (1,2))

1- 28.3-1mark

1 mark awarded
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Question 2e

Most learners achieved at least half marks for this question which is
pleasing to see. Some didn't fully understand how to truncate the number
and simply removed the whole decimal point rather than the second
decimal point.

This can be achieved by using rounding or truncation.
The volume measured by the pump is 23.56 litres.

(i) State the result of rounding the volume.
(1

_____ MY (o\m\é\ SO Con 228

(ii) State the result of truncating the volume.
(1

Qm\é\b\'\QCL'QD (cc, ........... PV N

(i) Explain one possible drawback for the petrol station if the programmer
chooses truncation as the method.
(2)

1- (i) correctresult-1 mark
2- (ii) correctresult- 1 mark
3- (iii) loss of money - 1 mark
4- (iii) a customer would pay for less - 1 mark

4 marks awarded
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Question 2e

This question was poorly answered. Most learners did not understand the
concept of using nested loops to calculate the volume of fuel used. Loops
are a major part of the computing specification but is a weak area for a lot
of learners so more work is needed on this topic.

(f) A program is needed to find the total volume of fuel sold in the example data.
Write pseudocode to calculate the total volume of fuel sold. The results should be

rounded to the nearest litre.
(6)
dkalCk ) | |
( = F AN - f
L T e ATV

\
T
:
Z.
-
2
o

oot ‘-ﬁ%n = : Awel Cule

jf?m&% pmp@m.(rg ¢) f@% o +l03) ¢ .47+
Elﬂf@;ﬂ'f 6,73 v (0,83 0,93 |
Mf(mo___[l o] 1 [J,l] +0,20 + [, ¢ [ﬂlr[ S}r[ﬁ
LD 4,8 1 0,91)

vdllsee DMzt 23+ (2,234 o3 ¥ [2,4) F
Enzbg el B8rGM)
| ar& ej4—[‘>?] Y3, Sj Jr[q,g_l\

60*“[&’@‘ = PuufOre ¥ PompPTood f uﬂhm’fﬂq%w
b

OJrPuT I—O*’m\?\{e_\_ LWS

ENJ)

Response retrieves data from the array using indexes and then calculates a
total. This response demonstrates some understanding of retrieving data
from an array. This response is sufficient to award mark band level 2.

3 marks awarded
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Pwmf)i (62,9 <8 5523,82,d7,72,24,10].
MPQ- 66,21, 26, 74, 62, 3’5 12,40,91,641
Pump3:[29,33, 43,28, 52,33, 6, 6,2, 3¢ 1
ownf‘tfh

(<& 6. g4 3, 20,52,29, 52,3 !,,,,,?s 71

Pum ']-To'f Pum]oi [O*If2+94lf #Sf{+74—?+qj
'um{a'lTOT P [ O« 14243+ M+ S+ 647134
Pumpg Tol= PM‘F3EOT |41% 3+ 4S+6 + ’H‘E-r‘%
PNﬂPL\ gl = ‘WR[011T1+3* H*S*“‘Hs’\kq

FUL!L TO‘T ’Pum't)i IOT 4 /9 /0275377* /03'_07' o
want Y | .

This response is not suitable to retrieve data from the array. The solution

should be accessing a pre-existing array and retrieving the data, this

solution creates and array and then tries to add up the data which
demonstrates a lack of understanding.

0 marks awarded
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Write pseudocode to calculate the total volume of fuel sold. The results should be
rounded to the nearest litre.

FOR cow IN RANGE (4]
FOR covmn (N RANGE (3)
LoGoal Fue| = Eotal Fue' +  acrco [me][wunn]
ENDFOR f _f o 0 o
ENDFOR o | |
//LOO Hh h ewa cient Ofbl/i- amac, A/ aobls fo
7 bhe @mfﬁ rj J

(6)

IF (s * 10) W00 1) <
Eoten fwz.l = TRuUNC C(pw fw.l)

ELSE
Lgt:m ;:uu,\ - TRmuc (fohtrw.t\ H

Nested loops used to retrieve data from array. Calculation for total fuel is
suitable, round has been calculated using IF statement. Variable names are
suitable. The solution is complete and efficient so full marks awarded.

6 marks awarded
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Question 3a

This question was answered well with most learners achieving the full three
marks.

3 Aschool keeps records for school visits and trips. The staff use a database to store all
the information about pupils, payments and costs.

The database will be available online to help parents and pupils keep track of
their records.

Each user will have a user ID and a password.
(a) The user ID must be between 5 and 30 characters.

Complete the IF statement used to test the user ID length,
(3)

- ~

IF length(userid) >= 5 AND E él 30

Output vsen WO [ 4 X))

ELSE

output |05 (D |NWVAK D |

ENDIF
.

Condition for IF statement is correct.
Both outputs are fine.

3 marks awarded
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Question 3b

This question was not answered very well which is surprising. A lot of
learners confused platform independence with only having the
database available on one device. This question should be been very
accessible for the learners but there were a lot of zero marks awarded.

{(b) Explain the importance of ‘platform independence’ for users of the

online database.
(3)

s olews Mer . infewad
ol Wil ety - Tlms o0 elacepe
bl o su o ofer  wers' dodd ., ‘t\ms prowhs &cwﬂ—j P

adn ugs/ondwn pravak dake Laks, Uses are a!-‘ehotm

0 marks awarded

Qlaﬁm Nodagedonce ™% uodd Lol uses o e aw
tf

( sMme gl ,dz...) ,. |
570 oPo.«Jny ‘735M’[h}sdlow .......... MO WSS
o dilge 7 dablbose o5 areghn T
oy mohm M‘m CEMH-zs o weh bower
u}.\‘c\f\ Ccn o‘-\‘sflaﬂ H/e, HIML, csswl o JamGook n
(.Mﬁ) sone wad, wich  allows.... Ssacs o borp . sl
_Ohpelience ... 0055, R\ Mce; S

1- access the online database from virtually any device - 1 mark

2- this allows more users to reach the database - 1 mark can be
given for widely accessible

3- which allows users to have a similar experience across their
devices - 1 mark

3 marks awarded
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Question 3c

Responses to extended answer questions are marked using levels-
based mark schemes, with the quality of the response determining the
level. There are four levels; level 0 where there is no rewardable
material presented and then levels 1, 2 and 3; the higher the level the
better the quality of response.

Compared to previous exam series this flow chart question was
answered very well with a lot of learners achieving top of mark band 2

or mark band 3.

Marks are given for structure of the flowchart, appropriate variable
names, logical operations and meeting the requirements.
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(€) Users of the database must Create a password, Figune 3 in the Information
Booklet shows the nules for an acceptable password.

Draw a flowchart that shows the process of checking that a user's password meets
the rules.

in)

(At

Trad
Terue @
Fulbe
Falbe  Aw
’ A
&
T e

V=
(top)
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6 marks awarded

Correct symbols used and the flowchart provides a logical sequence,
which includes an error message.

To access the level 3-mark band, we would expect the process of
checking for uppercase and numbers to be broken down and more
meaningful error message.

The flowchart meets all of the requirements of level 2 on the mark
scheme:

Structure of the flowchart uses mostly appropriate
hierarchies/subdivision to provide some clarity and readability.

Variable/object/process names are mostly appropriate but there is
some inconsistency.

Logical operations and sequences/structure of processes used with
some accuracy.

Accepted conventions have been applied but there are some
inconsistencies.

A solution that meets most of the requirements with some
inefficiencies.
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Question 3d

Performance on this question was quite poor with many learners not
providing sufficient quality of response to gain credit. The main issue
with learner responses was interpretation of the question. The majority
of answers were generic IT security issues, rather than security issues of
implementing code on a web platform such as SQL injection etc...

(d) Code is needed to allow users to access the database through the school website.

Analyse the security implications of implementing code that will manipulate the
database on a web platform.

Your answer should include possible security issues and ways in which these
could be reduced.

Dalkakuse Can L\o\cl CcmCxc.\em\—icL\
Cl().src& (aico . (> OoF @en Q. (:cu—-a::,L Q=
L\mc.u_cr‘b Qe MQL( ClOUD. _UDSrD L,:s\ng
(:C QC} %QL'\(\ QCLeED (:O % élnrm
Q

MMallore Oc Eru&l'e Cc:arc‘_s:,, A OO cml-'uj
o} da. o.l:n::e con. (ecve & Uulﬂe_fub\e,
Cor c:x\«&e:w;g\-:; ko doreaw (R 1L, Laiaey
Cz‘u—-nnrjd ng:: _Cicewsols QRQQ&C! W him
Cc,c\e,. Q< e,cxc:xéflr;c:n @t C'SCQQL(:')

DON I G_(—\e,

(10)

-

L
(Q..CA..'\' Q)O E.k(*(-:—;tlgr‘
Loers

There is reference to some general internet security issues but it is very
brief. If learner only mentions general internet issues in their response,
they cannot go any higher than level 1-mark band.

Responses should focus on implementation of the code.

1 mark awarded
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Question 4a

Responses to extended answer questions are marked using levels-
based mark schemes, with the quality of the response determining the
level. There are four levels; level 0 where there is no rewardable
material presented and then levels 1, 2 and 3; the higher the level the

better the quality of response.

This question was not answered well by the learners, it is clear they are
not being taught any in-depth knowledge of why programmers would
develop new code and the impact this would have on organisations.

(a) The hire shop must change the existing code so that it will run on new hardware.

Discuss the implications of developing the new code and the impact this will

have on the hire shop.
(6)

The developrenc o rew. code s . lengtny
process and che  cowld lave g uslre .
aHLect on  che shop. le could mean due
the shop. wowld  have eo close  Whilse the
Code s buile e meaning chat che  Shor wone
LoMake  Monty. _
Mhe  code Mcs_y ML Work ':m:;caerl and
impore ant . duee ;. like  whae equlpmens
_hus  been Mrté cowld be losce o
e Secwre  wnd  can be t:a.ﬂpcf‘c:d
W, eh,
The new (ode  may allow for  moere
eficiene sEoring o hire  duea and
Laan Lc.'lp the 5"\0{9 Ma.ﬂuge_ c@u‘.pmnc
beecer,
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There is a mention of data being lost and also a positive comment which
may allow for more efficient storage. The rest of the response is not
valid as the shop would not close when it is being developed.

This response meets the level 1-mark band descriptors.

2 marks awarded

Question 4b

Responses to extended answer questions are marked using levels-
based mark schemes, with the quality of the response determining the
level. There are four levels; level 0 where there is no rewardable
material presented and then levels 1, 2 and 3. The higher the level the
better the quality of response.

This question uses the command verb discuss. This requires learners to
examine a topic in detail, breaking it down into its component parts and
discussing how effective each part of the pseudocode is and what
improvements could be made.

This question was not well answered by the learners. A lot of the
responses referred to general pseudocode readability improvements
such as comments, blocks of code etc. The focus of this question was for
the learners to demonstrate an understanding of the pseudocode and
suggest some possible improvements for example a loop.
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{b) Equipment hire and return dates need to be validated. The pseudocode used to
do this is shown In Figure 6 of the Information Booklet.

Discuss the effectiveness of the code and any improvements that could be made.
(8)
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One key point described such as, the code check for range for the
month field to ensure a valid number is entered. Improvements have
been discussed such as, an output message when a valid date has been
entered and readability improvement. However, the expansion of the

output message paragraph has only limited discussion and the points
made about readability are not relevant to the question.

3 marks awarded
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Question 4c

Responses to extended answer questions are marked using levels-
based mark schemes, with the quality of the response determining the
level. There are four levels; level 0 where there is no rewardable
material presented and then levels 1, 2 and 3; the higher the level the
better the quality of response.

This question was not answered well by the learners, it is clear they are
not being taught any in-depth knowledge of server-side or client-side
processing/scripting. Centres are encouraged to teach all aspects of the
specification in-depth so the learners have knowledge of all topics.
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This response just demonstrates some understanding of client side and
server side without linking it back to the question. This can only be

placed in level 1 as the response must be linked back to the question to
be put at higher level.

2 marks awarded
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Summary

Based on performance in this examination series, learners are offered
the following advice:

Develop understanding of key terminology used in the unit so that
you can access the context of the question.

Ensure that when providing answers/information your response is
applied to the given context.

More emphasis is needed on the more technical parts of the units
such as loops and branching.

Continue understanding the requirements of the different
command verbs used in the unit so that you can structure your
response appropriately and maximise the marks you achieve.

Ensure that learners make full use of the information booklet
when answering the exam questions. When candidates are
referred to the information booklet, they should make sure that
their answer is specific to the information / program code / rules
or other stimulus given.

For shorter response questions (5 marks or less), learners should
be encouraged to note the number of marks available as this will
help them identify the number of points they need to make. For
example, in a 3 mark ‘Explain one..." style question, learners would
need to make at least three linked points that expand/exemplify
understating of a single point.

When producing extended writing responses (6 marks or more)
learners should ensure that they consider a range of points, each
of which should be expanded or supported with examples and
applied to the given context.
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