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General comments on the exam
In the January 2016 series, learners demonstrated good understanding of
growth and development and were able to apply their knowledge and
understanding to the case study. Likewise, examiners saw some evidence of
improved knowledge of theorists and encouraging evidence that some
learners were now demonstrating an ability to apply those theorists to the
case studies. Learners would benefit from continuing centre efforts to use
case studies to enable them to practice the application of theories to given
scenarios. Other positive aspects which examiners noted included learners
holistically applying their knowledge in response to 12 mark questions
such as questions 9 and 10. Learners now need practice on application of
knowledge to these questions relevant to the age stated in the short case
study included. Some responses were generic and did not address the age
of the subject when areas of development were applied.
Centres should use the sample assessment materials and previous papers
to enable their learners to practice exam technique. Some learners are still
writing far too much in response to certain questions and penalising
themselves through extensive writing when it is unwaranted, which will not
merit any more marks than stated on the paper for the question. The
amount of space given for each question’s response area should be taken as
an indication of how long the responses should be and instruct their
learners as such.
Centres should also ensure that their learners fully understand what is
required from the command verb within each question.
Please note that for the June 2016 assessment, some changes have been
introduced and a revised assessment will be available. In preperation,
learners are encouraged to download the new sample assessment
materials, along with a Glossary of terms which contains details of the
command verbs used in the assessment. This can be found here:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/childrensplay-learning-and-development-2014.news.html
Centres are encouraged to ensure that all aspects of the unit content are
covered through delivery of the unit to ensure that their learners are able to
access the entire paper.
Grade Boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the
website on this link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/gradeboundaries.aspx

Grade
Boundary
Mark

Unclassified

Pass

Merit

Distinction

0

34

46

59

Section A
All questions relate to the case study and therefore all responses should
apply to it.
Question 1
Learners were asked to identify two examples which could be found within
the case study that indicated Toby’s social skills were meeting his age
norms. The overwhelming majority correctly cited two appropriate social
skills in relation to age norms and gained two marks.
The following example gained the full 2 marks and addressed the verb
‘identify’ appropriately.

Question 2
As with question 1, the verb was ‘identify’, with two examples of
appropriate fine motor skills being required to be cited from the case study.
The majority of learners scored the full two marks, providing good
indication that learners can differentiate between gross and fine motor skills
in an age related context.
The following example gained the full two marks by providing correct
responses.

Question 3
The command verb for this question is ‘describe’, with learners being
requested to describe two ways in which age related literacy skills could be
developed. The range of possible responses stated on the mark scheme for
which credit could be awarded is wide. The following example is an excellent
descriptive response which clearly takes into consideration the
developmental age of the subject. In the second example, the learner has
applied relevant theoretical considerations for which credit has been duly
given.

Question 4a
Learners were required to identify two examples of age related cognitve
development from the case study. Examiners positively reported that an
overwhelming number of learners gained two marks demonstrating that
knowedge of cognitive development is now being accurately applied to age
related examples.

Question 4b
Learners were asked to describe how Bruner’s theory can assist in
developing Toby’s cognitive development. The question was worth four
marks. Learners were required to demonstrate knowledge of two aspects of
Bruner’s theory which were relevant to Toby’s age and apply them to the
case study. Many learners demonstrated some knowledge of ‘scaffolding’
but were unable to develop the response further. Only a small minority of
learners had enough knowledge of Bruner’s theory to be able to apply the
appropriate stage to the case study. The following example was awarded
three marks, one for the reference to ‘active learning’ and two for the
second part of the response which provides a description of the application
of the ‘spiral curriculum.
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Question 5
This is the first question on the paper which requires discussion. The
question concerns Paiget’s theory of cognitive development. Unfortunately
learners are still not demonstrating good knowledge of the theory and as a
consequence are failing to access the marks available in levels 2 and 3 on
the mark scheme. The indicative content on the mark scheme is broad
with examiners crediting learners for all relevant aspects of Piaget’s theory
and its application, however only a very small minority of candidates
warranted being awarded the six toeight marks which were available in
Level 3 band. Two examples are provided here, the first one, is a typical
example of work which could not be credited with any marks as there was
no rewardable material within the response.

Question 5
This is the first question on the paper which requires discussion. The
question concerns Piaget’s theory of cognitive development. Unfortunately
learners are still not demonstrating a strong grasp of the theory and as a
consequence are not able to access the marks available in levels 2 and 3 on
the mark scheme. The indicative content on the mark scheme is broad with
examiners crediting learners for all relevant aspects of Piaget’s theory and
its application; however only a very small minority of candidates warranted
being awarded the six to eight marks which were available in the Level 3
band.
This is an example of typical work which could not be credited with any
marks as there was no rewardable material within the response.

Question 6
This question is the second ‘Discuss’ question on the paper. It relates to
the case study and requires the learner to demonstrate and apply
knowledge of the attachment theory of Bowlby. In general the question
was responded to quite well, with most learners demonstrating knowledge
of Bowlby’s theory and relating it to the case study in varying degrees.
In the first example the learner was awarded four marks. The work is
accurate but repetitive, and is a good example of work that is placed at the
bottom of Level 2. The second example in contrast, is well balanced, logical
and provides a very good discussion and application of Bowlby’s theory and
was placed within the Level 3 band.

Question 7
Many centres are to be congratulated for enabling their learners to not only
demonstrate knowledge of operant and classical conditioning but also to
apply it. Many learners applied accurate knowledge of both theories to
specific and relevant aspects of the case study. The following is a good
example of a response which accesses Level 3 due to its well developed
and balanced discussion.

Section B
Question 8a
The question required learners to identify two expected transitions of a five
year old. An overwhelming majority of learners were able to gain two
marks by providing two relevant transitions.

Question 8b
Most learners were able to cite an area of development such as emotional
and then desribe how it could affect a five year old. One mark was given
for the area of development and a further mark for the description.

Question 8c
This question required a description of two ways that the theory of social
learning could support the understanding of transitions for a five year old.
Whilst the majority of learners scored more than two marks, examiners
noted that there are still a substantial number of learners who do not
appear to know the basic points of Bandura’s theory. As indicated by the
following response, some learner’s do not have a sufficient grasp of the
theory to provide a response worth the full four marks. One mark was
awarded by the examiner as the first part of the answer hints to ‘copying
adults’.

Question 9a
A very short context stating the age of the child and the fact that he is
being bullied at school was provided as a stem to the question. The
question then asked to discuss the long and short term effects that bullying
may have on the subject.
Most learners were able to provide examples of long and short term effects,
albeit some were more relevant than others. Other learners discussed
areas of development and how they could be affected by bullying, however
little acknowledgement was given as to the relevance of the age of the
child. There were also a number of responses being unbalanced, with far
more coverage of generic long term effects being noted by examiners than
short term effects, related to a seven year old. The following response is
exemplary, with the examiner being clearly justified in awarding it full
marks.

Question 9b
It was very pleasing to note that the majority of learners were aware of the
three theorists related to self esteem and were able to cite one of them and
explain and apply the particular theory to the subject. Almost all learners
only addressed one theorist as clearly stated within the question. The
following example is typical of the quality of work produced at the higher
end of the range and was placed at Level 2 as it did not demonstrate the
thorough knowledge and explanationatory skill needed to access the Level 3
band.

Question 10
The final question enabled learners to access twelve marks and required
them to discuss the advantages of early intervention regarding a three year
old with speech and language difficulties. Some centres appear to be
encouraging learners to provide examples from their placements as a
response to the question; whilst this is acceptable where the subject matter
is relevant, it very often leads to learners not gaining marks because they
describe the particular child but with little or no relevance to the actual
question. Learners who produced responses which were clearly age related
and focused on speech and language very often had their work placed in
either the higher end of the Level 2 band or Level 3 band, whereas generic
responses were rarely given marks which took them out of level 1.
The following response gained six marks as it demonstrated accurate
knowledge of advantages but was only partially developed. Further
development and discussion would have been required to place the work in
Level 3.
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